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PRESBYTERY OI' LONDON.

The Presbytery of. London meot on the 11th of
May, and continued its sitting for two days
"I'he following is a short statement of the prin
cipal business transacted :—

The Rev. Willimre Macalister having ac-
cepted of a call from Metis, Canada East, was
released from his charge at Sarnin The call
was accepted by Mr Mucalister, and his trans-
lution allowed to be prosccuted without opposie
tion from the congregation at Sarma, on account
of his delicate stato of health, which, according
to tho opinion of physicians, will bo much un-
proved by his residing near to tho sea.

In compliance with a petition from the peaple
at ‘Tilbury, the conneaion between tho congre-
gation thero and that of Chatham was dissolved,
in order that the former, by oceupying the posi-
tion of a scparate station, might receivo the re-
gular servicesof a missionary, instead of one ser-
vice in the momls which had hitherio been given
by Mr. McColl of Chatham,

The following reports were received regpect-
ing the Missionary Mectings appointed to bo
held during the winter. Mr. Kinyg reported for
tho Western scction, that, owing to the delicate
health of the two members who were appointed
to join him, no mecctings had been held, but that
they purposed hiolding these mcetings as soon as
the scason of scttled weather had arrived.  Mr.
Scott reported for the Middle gcetion, that meet-
ings had been held at tho time appointed at all
tho congregations and mission stations within
their division, that tho meetings had been largely
attended, that all tho members of Presbytery be-
longing to the scetion had been present ut them,
and that collections niad been taken np to the
amount of £23, which had been chiefly devoted
to ti.c 2tomo Mission Fund,—and Mr. Ball re-
ported for the Eastern ¢ection, that only one
successful meeting had been bield, that other two
had been attempted, but that, in consequence of
tho stormy weather they had proved failures, and
that, tho weather still continuing very severe, the
rest had been postponed.

The following distribution was mado of tt
missionarics assigned to the Presbytery by t.
Synod’s Home Misstonary Committce  Mr
Pecter Curric was appointed for the whole scason
to the threo important Galic stations of Bruee,
Kineardine, and Ashfield ; Mr. Ferguson to Car-
radoc North and South for two months, and af-
terwards to Bosanquet; Mr. Blain to Mitchell
and Quecn's Bush for two months, and after-
wards to Sarnia; Mr. Stranh for the whole
season to ‘iilbury; Mr. Ball having cxpressed
his willingness to visit Saugeen was appointed
to spend four weeks at that station.

Mr. Straith having, at the urgent request of
Mr. King, betn allowed to remain for the wholo
season at ‘Tilbury, Mr. King and Mr. McColl

were appointed a committee to provide—cither |

by their own services, or these of any other that
they might obtain—cight weeks’ supply 1o Wal-
laccburgh, before the ordinary mnceting of Pres-
bytery in October.

Tho Presbytery considering the sacred obliga-
tion of all the disciples of the Lord Jesus to
commemorate his death according to his own
appointment, and the duty of the office-bearers
10 se¢o that all the professed people of God under
their charge, having an opportonity of folfilting
their Saviours command, resolved to have the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper dispensed at
cvery vacant congregation and mission station
within their boands, at least once overy year.
‘The ‘Presbytery, thereforo, appointed that the
ordinince of the Lord's Supper should be dis-
pensed -at the following places, and by the fol-
Jowing members before tho August moeting :—

At Kincardine, in the month of July, by Messrs.
McKeazie, L.McPherson, and Ross ; at Thames-
tord; on -the third Sabbath of Juno, by Messrs,
McKenzie, Sutherland, and Fraser ; at Mitchell,
at tho time found ta be miest convenieat, by
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Mesgrs Grahamaad ‘I' McPherson ; and at ‘l'il-
tury, on the sccond Sabbath of July, by Messrs.
King and McColl,

‘Fhe following additional appeintments were
also given to members of Preshytery  Mr Ross
was appojuted 1o givo a Sabbath to Waunesh,

j before the meeting of Synod ; Mr Wallaco and
Mr  MeDiarmid were appointed to supply Mr
Ball’s pulpit during s absence at Savgeen , and

My Allan was appomnted to supply Fingal on
tho second and third Sabbath of July.

Mr McLaren having accepted of the call from
from Amherstburgh, and Mr, Tohnie of that

i from Blandtord, their trials for ordination wero

) heard and sustained, and Mr  McLarew’s or-

dination appainted to take place on Wednes-
day the 1st of June, and Mr. I'olmic’s on T'hurs-

} day the 2ud of the same month.*

The Presbytery agreed to apply at the ap-
proaching mecting of Synod, for leave to take
Mr W, Blain, student of Divinity, on trial for
license.

Tho Presbytery having considered the propo-

i endeavounng to obtmin a supply of suutablo
preachers from the Free Church of Scotland, cor-
dially aareed to tho proposal, and resolved to
provide the amount for outfit, and the amount of
salary mentioned to three such preachers.

Joux Scorr, Pres. Clerk.
—————
REPORT OF SYNOD'S COMMITT'EE ON
SABBATH OBSERVANCE,

In taking a retrospeet of the year that has
clapsed sinco theie last Report .cas submitted,
your Committee feel that there is no small cauvso
for gladness and gratitude. It isbuta short time
¢ since a formal agitation on the Sabbath question
i commenced. At first its promoters were assailed

with tho shafts of ridicule. They had to copo
' withan opposition whichrar.ged beneathits varie-
| Bated banner, pecuniary interest, chilling induffer-

ence, cstablishied custom, and a withenng latitn-
, dinarianism. They were denounced as a set of

sanctimonious Puritans and Pharisaical braw-
lers. Any representations made by them wero
regarded as but an ccho of what was politely styl-
ed by an eminent living historian, tho * braymng
of Exeter Hall®  Now, these envenomed shafts
have fallen powerless. 'I'he line of opposition
originally followed has been changed, and the
question formerly 1n the background, has assu-
wmed an air of practical importance, and asscrted
for itself its legiumate place amougst the great
social-relizious questions of the day.

_The Pulpit occupicd (as is its duty,) the fore-
wostplace. Forthree years past the third Sabbath
in January has been specially devoted to the ad-
vocacy of the subject. To a very considerable
exteut this re-ccho, originally emanating from
the Society in Kingston, has heen carried out.
It is impossible to caleulate the amount of good
that may arise from the Gospel trumpet through
the lips of cvery minister in the Province, giving
1 forth at least once every year, no uncertain sound
on this vitally important guestion

It is 1« pleasing proof of progress during the
past y2=- that the Presshas lent its powerful ard
to a greater extent than hitherto.  Not to speak
of professedly religious journals, (denominativnal
i:md general,) whose support imgint be so far

counted on, there are ncarly a dozen purely
sccular and of various shades of politics, in
which highly favorable articles have appeared.
‘The Quebec Gaszette, gencrally cousidered to be
the English organ of the Government, at head-
quarters, 18 of the number.  The oppogition of-
fered by the Press is searcely worth spezking of
tho objections brought forward and tho argu-
ments employed belong to the thread-bare, sterco-
typed class that have been repeatedly exploded.

" salof the $ynod's Home Mission Cummticee, for .

* ‘These ordinations have since tuken place as
appointed.
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Tho Platform has joined in with tke Pulpit
and tho Press, Lectures have been dolivered,
and organizations formed. In tho presenco of the
Postmaster General, by the lips of proment

» members of both our Legislative [alls, tho causc
i has been cloquently pled.

In ‘Toronto and Quelee, reform associations
havo spryng up ; in Montreal and Kingston they
. have been in existence for scmo timo. Should

Hawmilton and London follow in their footsteps,
’ the chain cxtending slong our border will to
complete  With branchea reaching into the back
country, a network might be soon spread over
tho entiro surface of our Province, which would
secure an almost telegraphic communication and
consequent unity and simultancousness of action
1 any emergency, as well as facilitatotho esta-
blishment of & Grand Provincial Alliance.

‘T'o the subjeats of the Post Office and the Ca-
nals, public attention has as yet been principally
dirceted.  “The number of memorials to the Le-
gislauno Jast year amounted to 69. This year
there wero 196, shewing an increaso nearly
threefold. ‘Fheso memorials havo como from
citics, towns, villages, municipalitics in their
Corporate capaenty, individual Congregations,
Ecelesiastical Courts, and Sabbath Socicties.
‘The movement in Parliament has been an ex-
tremely interesting and important one. ‘Tho
Parliamentary Comnmittes have collected a mass
of statistics which may prove of great practical
advantage in the subscquent condacting of this
contest. T'ho Report is an able and claborate
document, logical 1n its devolopment of princi-
ples and luminous in its arrangement of facts.
‘The evidence, oral and documentary is conclu-
sive on these threo points—

1 'That Sabbath labour is carried on to a la-
mentable extent in the Post Offico and on the
Canals.

2. 'That such labour is altogether unnecessary.

3. That it is positively injurious to thoso who
are so employed, physically, mentally, morally,
spintually.

‘The Biil founded on this Report contains four
distinct provisions fully carrying out tho wishes
of the memorialists, viz., that there should e no
runnivg of mails or delivery of lotters, and that
Canal Locksbe closed from Saturday at midnight
il Sabbath at nudnight.  ‘T'his Bill came up for
discussion last week, shd was.lost. by 2 majority
of onc, there being 26 for and 27 against. This
defeat wo consider as equivalent to a victory.
‘The measure introduced by Mr. Bell, ex-member
for Lanark, was defeated by the very same num-
ber, but then it was very narrow in its basis and
limited in its scope. It lcft the settlement of the
question entirely to loeal Councils, and being
discussed in Toronto, hid 2 certain amount of
Protestant influcnee brought to bear in its favor.
‘T'his measurce was gweeping in its provisions and
umversal i its apphieation, and was morcover
debated in the fuco of a rampant Priesthood,
| whoec uniform practice it is to set an oxtinguisher
, on the Sabbath. It is therefore cause of surprise
that there should have been such a large and re-
speetable mmority.  Had it been left to Upper
Canadian votes, 1t would have been carried al-
most unanimously, only f100 having been regis-
tered aganst 11, Wo would not of course be
- considered as endorsing all the sentiments which

the Report or the preamble of the Biil contain.

The ground assumed 1s undoubtedly low and
j narrow. Wo desiderate tho clevation of the
| question to the lofty vlatform of that command-
j ment which :s excceding - broad. Wo would

have it advocated not becauso of its practical
rutihity or physical necessity, or its being the
{ birthnight of every member of the human family
t 1 whose behalf protection may be legitimately

sought, but hecause it was engraved on tho sohd
‘ tablets of Sinai, and comes within i3¢ sweep of
that all pervading announcement—* Thus eaith
the Lord.” Tho Iabours, however, of the Parlia-
. mentdry committeeincrit our hearty thanks,prose-
: cuted as they have been faithfully and energeti-




