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AN APPEAL
-MMONTREAL,

Ocroser 18th, 1897.

To the Distillers, Brewers, Wine
and Spirit Merchants or Re-
tailers, Aeratad Water Manu-
facturers, and all others en-
gaged in the Manufacture or
Sale of Spirituous Liquors,
Wines, Beer, ete.,, and all
others who believe that jus-
tice should prevail :

The temperance people of this
Dominion have demanded, and,
in fact, have been promised that
a plebiscite 1s to be taken upon
the prohibition question in Ca-
nada, and should they be such
successful, our business will be
simply swept away. Now, we do
not anticipate that a majority
could vpogsibly be obtained in
this Province t¢ vote tor any
such a measure ; but as the vote
will be counted as a whole and
not by Provinces, it behooves us
to counteract (as far as in our
power lays) the plebiscite vote
which may be taken in other
Provinces, and for that purpose
deem it to our best interests to
have a journal devoted solely to
our trade as a means of keeping
ourselves informed, and also
with a view to educating the
public up to vote intelligently
upon this subject, and we ask
your cooperation and support for
such a journal, either by sub-
scriptions or by advertisements.

L. A. LAPOINTE,

Secretary Licensed Victuallers’
Association of Montreal.

Ep. R. Fi1zGERALD,
Secretary Retail L. V.
Benevolent Association.

SALUTORY.

We have no intention or desire to
apologize for placing before the
public the LICENSED VICTUALLERS'
({AZETTE, a journal which will be
devoted to the interests of those en-
gaged in the sale of wines, beer, li-
quors, &c. Unfortunately too long
have a large number of respectable
citizens and taxpayers, submitted to
the sneering insults of self-appointed,
self-styled, purifiers of society. Too
long also have we allowed ourselves
to be the milch cow for every kind of
‘woverninent, be it munieipal, provin-
cial or federal,

Laws for our protection have been
inadequately or indifferently carried
out, while fresh burdens have been

content with this, the enemies to our
trade, blindly ignorant and indifferent
as to the enormous loss to the coun- |
try, and the immense amount of cap- ;
ital of its citizens that would be!
swept away, with its many thousands !
of employees thrown out of work, |
have demanded with unswerving te-
nacity of purpose and have been pro-
mised a plebiscite upon the prohibi-
tion question, notwithstanding it
will cost the country hundreds of
thousands of dollars. It is to be .
deeply regretted that a government ,
should in a moment of weakness
have lent itself to such a party of
sentimentalists, whose utterances and :
figures are as intemperate and inac- |
curate as their cause is weak. Yet,j
why blame the government for the |
unpleasant situation in which we find |
ourselves. Rather let us reflect . and
we will recognize t  fact, that the .
progress the prohibitionnists have |
made in influencing the Government |
is not due to their strength but to |
their persistency, and more than all ‘
to our apathy and indifference in |
allowing so much to go by default. |
That we are a power, none dare deny,
and that we must in the near future
use that power intelligently and to a
purpose for our own preservation
becomes more evident every day.
The immediate organization of all
those interested in our trade is an
absolute necessity. Hence the estab-
lishing of this journal as a prelimi-
nary step towards that purpose, also
as & medinm for counteracting the
exagerated and ridiculous statements
of the prohibitionists ; which, if
allowed to go unchallenged, would
possibly be accepted as correct. It is
within the possibilities that if such
were allowed through our reckless

indifference the plebiscite mnay carry.
But apart from the plebiscite,

(which of course we do not intend to
let carry) is it not time that those
engaged in our trade should assert
themselves. Are we not entitled to the
same amount of respect and consider-
ation as other tradesmen? If so, let
us not simply remain on the defen-
sive, but take the aggressive and
demand the same justice from the
various governments as other inter-

ests claim and receive.
Let party politics take a rest until

we obtain our rights, and support
only such candidates or governments
as are on our side. Let us be law abid-

ing, and at the same time see that the
laws which are violated to our detri-

ment are carried out.

continually heaped upon us. Not!
|
|

a

Cmust eombine

Another of our especial duties
through this journal must be: to
enlighten the public as to the respon-
sibilities, labor, taxation, aund benetits
derived from our trade. Bnt to ob-
tain what has been outlined, and
carry out the principles of our asso-
ciations in its entirety, we must bury
prohibition in this conntry so deep
it will not show its head again, We
onr efforts amd  use
that combination intelligently by uti-
lizing the power we have, and the
governments of the future will be
cautious about pandering to the
whims of a few, who want to dictate
to a country what they shall eat or
drink.

Apart from supporting and being
the organ of the Licensed Victuallers
of this province, this journal will
contain all the best and latest sport-
ing news, snd be ar all round up to
dave paper, sovii visstal and instruce-
ive. Confining ourselves to the truth,
we have no fears as to the ultimate
success of the caunse we are fighting
for, feeling assured of the support of
all who believe in mnoderation and
Jjustice.

AU PUBLIC

Nons ne voulons pus entreprendre
d’expliquer, dans les détails, I'idée de
la publication de la TLicensep Vicru-
ALLERY’ (GAZETTE, journal qui sera
dévoué aux intéréts des personnes
engagées dans le commerce des hois-
sons.

Depuis trop longtemps, hélas !
nombre de citoyens respectables ont

été Vobjet d’insultes malicieuses de la |

part des prétendus et soi-disant dé-
fenseurs de la société.

Depuis trop longtemps nous som-
mes les dupes des diverses adminis-
trations nmiunicipales, provinciales ou
fédérale.

On a montré trop de négligence ou
d’indifférence dans lapplication des
lois destinées & nous protéger, tandis
que I’on nous imposait constamment
de nouveaux fardeaux.

Non contents de cela, les ennemis
de notre commerce, ignorant la perte
énorme pour le pays, le chiffre élevé
du capital investi, le grand nombre
d’ouvriers laissés sans travail, ces

gens, par ignorance de la chose, ont |

demandé avec insistance un plébis-
cite, qu'on leur a promis, sur la ques-
tion de prohibition.

En outre du fait que cela va cotter

au pays des centaines de milliers de |

piastres, il est fort regrettable que le
gouvernement, dans un moment d’ou-

bli, se soit préit au jeu de ce genre
de puritains dont les déel- = ot

les arguments sont aussi inexacts et
exagérés que leur cause est faible.

Pourquei, cependant, vouloir ren-
dre le gouvernement responsable de
la malheurcuse position dans laquelle
nous nous trouvons. Réfléchissonx
plutdt et nous pourrons voir que le
succds obtenu jusqu'a présent par les
prohibitionnistes auprés du gouver-
nement n’est pas du A leur force,
mais & leurs efforts persistants, et,
plus que tout cela, & notre indiffé-
rence, & notre apathie.

Personne ne saurait nier que nous
sommes une {)uissnncc, ni gque nous
devons gans plus tarder et d’une ma-
niére constante, faire usage de cette
force avec intelligence, pour notre
propre conservation.

Il devient d’une nécessité absolue
que tous les intéressés dans notre in-
dustrie, se rallient, et cela explique la
fondation de ce journal comme pre-
mier pas vers le but qu'il faut attein-
dre ; il nous permettra en méme temps
de contrecarrer Deffet des exposés
exaglrés et ridicules des prohibition-
nigtes, exposés qui seraient peut-étre
admis comme raisonnables «’ils de-
vaient rester sans réfutation. ~
LB oce ravail {ail pa. 103
allait rencontrer chez nous w
férence blamable, le suecés dv
cite serait une chose possible.

Mais en dehors du plébiscite
nous ne voulons certainement |
voir réussir, le moment n’est-il pu
venu, pour les intéressés, dese rallier ;
n'avons-nous pas droit & la méme
considération, au méme respect que

Saewat

tous les autres citoyens.

I Or, 8"l en est ainsi, nous ne devons
pas nous contenter de nous tenir sur

i la défensive, mais il faut monter a

| Pattaque et réclamer pour nous des

I divers gouvernements la méme jusx-

" tiee que 'on accord® aux autres.

Que les partis politiques se taisent
jusqu'd ce que nous obtenions ce que
| nous avong droit d’exiger et que leurs
| candidats soient ceux qui soutiennent
[ notre cause.
| Soumettons-nous i la loi existante
i
!
|
|

L et voyons & ce que les lois violées a
notre détrimentg,soient i l'avenir res-
| pectées.

Un autre but que notre journal s'ei-
| forcera.d’atteindre, sera de renseigner
- le public au sujet de ces responsabili-
{tés: In question du travail, celle de
‘ 1a taxe et des profits que lon peut
! retirer de notre commerce; mais
| pour arriver & ce but et obtenir I'ap-
plication des principes parfaits de
nos associations, il faut bannir- en-
tidrement cette question de prohibi-
tion du domaine public.

Nons devons réunir nog efforts et
agir avec intelligence, afin que les
gouvernements de ’avenir montrent
plus de prudence lorsqu’il s’agira
d’appliquer les prétentions d’une mi-
norité qui veut dicter & un pays ce
qu’il doit manger ou boire

Tout en étant Porgane et le porte-
étendard des débitants de liqueurs
dans la province de Québec, notre
journal sera I’écho de toutes les nou-
i velles du sport. Ces rapports seront
! instructifs et amusants.
| Confiant en la justice de notre

i
I
i
!
t

| cause, nous n’avons sucune hésitation

A déelarer qu’en combattant avec vi-
{ gueur nous pourrons obtenir nos
. droits ; la justice et la modération se-
* ns guides et nous triompherons.



