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evii. Every xnan's accountable heing reaches flot
only to bis grave, but actuaily stretches- on its effects
to the judgment day. Every act of this bni life
bas nuniberless relations, and takes hold on the
coming future, and will have an effect on the final
resuits of probation. Every mnan of us, humble and
insignificant as wve are personally, will make otir in-
ilunce to be feit on the character and moral training
of future generations of mankind ; and for that
influence we shiall bc hield to strict account in the
da'y of reckoning. Wbiat an opportunity lias thn
good man to bionor bis God and Saviour, identify bis
name, and piety, and influence ivith ail that is great
and gîcrions in a worlîl redeemed ? And what con-
sequences cast their sba-dows out of acoming future,
and wnrn the ungodly te bcwaro. Could the wicked
mnan transport himself forivard to the day of final
revelation, and sec nt one viewv, ail the final couse-
quences of a single sin traced ont :%long ail the lines
of its influence and evil efl'ects, lie iould not dare to
put forth bis hand to commit it. lu ail our plans of
living, and in aIl our preparations for dying, let us
flot fitil to remember that "lnoue of ns liveth to bun-
self, and no man dieth to bimself.-N. Y. -Evang.

THE 'RUNAWAY KNOOK.
"Who can be knockin g at the hall door? It is

q5 te for a visitor,ly said Mn. Hardy to the family circle
.gatbered round biF, evoning firo.

IlWe shail soon know, Thomas is coming to tell)"
rcplied bis son. But Thomas had no information to
give, except whcn bie opened the door no ene was
there; it was only a ruitaway knock.

IlHow tiresome 1" exclairned one of the young
-ladies, who would ha% e no objection that the arrivai
of a gaest should vary the monotony of the wvinter
ovening. IlAnd how foolish," cried another.

Il Weil 1 my doars,» said the fâther, IlI bave
known a runaway knock se improved upen, that in-
etead of bcing cither tinesoine or foolish, it suggestcd
tbougrhts that may have been, and probably %were,
bighly useful and .improvingt."

4Really, papa? Pleaso tn tell us ail about it. Do
-ppa. You always have somcthing pîcasant to, tell
about eveny thing,"1 said another. "And penhaps we
rnay also, find it useful and impreving. Won't you
begin, father ?' said Edwand, the eldest son.

1,With pleasune, my dear. You are ail aware that
1 spent soino of my yonnger d:iys in Wales, and
gained a knowledgo of the people who inhabit it, and
of their ancient language. 1 w'as thus, in attending
their religious services, able to undenstand and ap-
prociate the Weisb preachers, wbo have been do-
acribed, and justly, as masters of pulpit powcr."1

i 1bad ne idea of that," said Mrs. Hardy. I
thought the Welsli weno quite an uncivilized race."

I h elieve the impression is flot uncommon," Mr.
Hlardy replied, "lbut it ie erroneous. It niay bo im-
posssible that a country and people, situated as tbcy
have been, could ho cultivated, but somo who have
bail epportunitios of judging, assent that in oduca-
tien they are boyond tho average of many of the
counties of Eugiand."

IlBut, father,"1 said Edward, Ilwhcre is the ua-
way knock ? "lAre you runuing away froni it?7

41By neoinoans my son; 1 arn advancing towards
It in mentioning the Welsh preachers, whose usofal
ness, and the vast impression produced upon tho
minds of their countrymen by thoir labors, may bo
adduced as a proof of the suponionity of the mind of
Wales. It was from n e of those, and one pro-omi-
nently distinguished, as a preachor, that I beard the
illustration whicli the false alarm at our hall door

just nowv recalled Co My mmnd. It was a magnificent
temple in wbicbi 1 beard this man. A romantie Étale
amioug the mouintains of Cacrnarvon, hemmed iii by
beetling crags, ivith an opeuing bero and tbere, ivhich,
gave a vievi of distant bill tops, far away. It Nvas
the middle of summer, at wvbich season sncli ineet-
ings n sually take place, and over country and scoiiery
%vas spread a delicions calm. 4A chaped stood flot
veny f ar off', and not a small one, but far teo smai te,
accommodate eien a fifftb part of tbe large mass of
peopie convenod on the preseut occasion, wbo %vere,
arranged îzpnni the geutie ý;lopes of a rising bill, viith,
a îlittilrhi for tho ministors in fropt cf it. Beforo
service commenced there w'ss a perfect bunsh, a pro-
found silence, broken only by tho twvittcr of' a bird;-
not a ]cai rustling, net a breeze straying abrond.11

Il loiv beautiful, bow striking it must have been '
observod one of the young ladies.

"Yon have ail board singing in cathedrais,"1 con-
tinued becr fathen, "lbut wbat ivould you say to the
burst of song that arose suddeuly from thousands of
voices, bcneatli tlîe bIne nrch of beaven, amidst
those rocks, and fields, and woods ? Dr. R's. ser-
mon, delivored, of course, in the native lauguago,
wvas quito suited to sncb a scene. Tt was on tho Sub-
ject of' prayer; apd the passage tbat lias rormaiued
fixcd on my momiory may be tbus trnnslated:. -

IlWhite the pray er of fiuith is sure always t -> suc-
ceed, onr prayers. abus 1 too oftcn resemble the mis-
chievous tricks of' cidreu in a town, who, knock at
their neighbon's bouses, and thon mun >aiay. %Ve
Often knock at heaven's door, and thon mun away
back te the spirit ni the wonid, instead of waiting t'or
an outrance and an answer. Iu short, we ofteni net
as if wve were afraid of having our prayors an-
swened.>P

"cWbat a strange idea VI exclaimed oue of the
young people.

CgTrity ii startiing oue," obsorvod their motler,
and if it ho se, such prayers are a solenin mocking
ni God.

"But is it se?"' inqnired another.
WTeil, really I do tbink it is," answered tlicir

brother Edward, Ilthougli I nover ivas aware of it
before. Do yen tbiuk se, father?"

IlI have ne doubt or it, my dean oilîdren; and 1
believe it on the c.uthenity of' mauy yoars' exlonience.
1PTe fel censcieus tf semething in our affections on
y 'actico wvhich is a bindrance in oun Christian course,
and inconsistent with the profession wve make of
discipleship te the Savieunr; we know that wo ought
te pnay for deliveranco irem it, and set about doing
se, but tihe natural hcart bas cberished it tee long te
likze te givo it up, and wbispens nt the close of the
potitien, IlHear me, but net yot, Lord-net yot; let
nie enjey it a little longer."

I kuew," said Mrs. Hardy, Ilthat our prayers are
sadly deficient in many ways: that they wene cold,
careless, waudering, but it nover eccurred te me that
they might ho deceitini. This is an awful thought,
for prayon is eue of thse works of' tise Lord, and it is
written, IlCursed ho bo that doeth the works of' the
Lord doceitfully."-(Jeromiab xlviii. 10.)

Il t is an awful thought, inded,"1 ber busband au-
swered, Ilaud a mest bumilititing View of 'ibat wo
must appoar in the eoyes of Him who hias said, ciI
know the things that corne into your mmnd, everyone
of' tbam."-Ezek. xi. 5. But it is well te, be aiwaro
of it, that ive may watcb and ascertain whetber we
reaily desire tbe spiritual blossing that we ask for."g

IlI cau easily coniprceued,> said bis daugbter,
"bow oe whese heart was uuinfluenced by vital

religion, and who trueted in extemnals, inight repeat


