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the sake of their religion; and have sub-
mitted to it all rather than renounce the
faith of their fathers. And as you would
convert ten thousand sons of Canaan into
nominal Christians sooner than a single
conscientious son of Abraham, so also for
the true conversion of Isracl there must be,
ns comparcd with the heathen, cither an
extraordinary work of the Spivit of Gud,
or ¢lse a far longer time in the w2 of the
vrdinary means,

FRESBYTERIANISM IN IRELAND,

Never before did Presbyterianism exer-
cise so wide-spread an influence or manifest
so much life as at the present moment. In
Canada, in Australia, in New Zealand, in
all the British Colonies the TPreslivterian
Churckes are cnergetically at work, conso-
lidating, uniting, extending.  Inthe United
States the same fact is observable. A re-
union of the Old and Ncw Schools is pro-
jected and will probably be accomplished.—~
Congregations and mission stations now ex-
tend from the Atlanticto the Pacific. Just
seventy five years ago the first resbyterian
General Assembly met in Philadelphin.—
The Church then numbered 188 ministers
and 419 churches.  Tlerinistersnow num-
ber 4500 and the churches 5000. Equally
hopeful is the progress of Presbyterianism
in the British Isles. By way of illustration
we give the following extract of a speech
made betore the late English Synod by a
delegate from the Irish Assembly -—

The Nome Mission was their first-torn
mission. Like the disciples, they began at
Jerusalem ; they Legan smongst their own
houschold of fuith.  When Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother, found Christ, he first find-
cth his own brother Simon, and brought
bim to Jesus. As it was with that individ-
ual Christian, so alto with the church in
its collective capacity ; so with the Presby-
terian Chureh of Treland.  She had peca-
liarly found Christ, of whom men songht
to rob her, and having pressed him to her
heart, she first found lier own brethyen, the
scattered members of the houschold of
faith, and formed them into congregations
to dispense ordinances, and break among
them the bread of life.  "T'his mission, which
was in reality their Church_cxiension mis-
sion, had been crowned by God with alarge
measure of success.

He did not allude to the many isolated
congregations in Ulster, which bad been
fostered into life, but to the South and
West of Ircland, where popery was the

most prevalent. A few years ago the pro-
vince of Conuaught, in which he lived,
contained only five Presbyterian congrega-
tions, or one to cach county, and they were
small and feeble. Now they bad twenty-
one settled, organized congregations.  They
hud, in addition to these, thirty-three mis-
sionary stations in which 1ke Gospel was
regularly preached, und the crdinances ad-
ministered.  In Dublin, Cork, and Atlilone,
they had now forty seven congregations, in
the place of twenty-three a few years ago:
aund ke might say for the congregations in
Connaught, as well as the others he had
mentioned, that they had not only suitsble
Churches, but most of them manscs, and &
grveat many of them schools in connection
with the Churches. Before the famine, the
entire Presbyterian population of the three
Provinces—ILeinster, Munster, 2d Con-
naught—Iforming niore than three-fourihs of
Ireland, was 4521 ; and now, a few years
after the famine, it was 17,620 ; showing an
inerease of three and a kalf fold during the
time when all other religious denominations
were rapidly declining.

To give an example of the mode of pro-
gress, he would mention a few fucts. When
he was sent to Ballinasloe, it was found to
contain six names, these being the real con-
stitucnts of the congiegation, if it might be
called one; but by the good hand of Godg,
the six had increased to sixty. They had
enlarged their place of worskip and crected
2 manse, raising in three years the sum of
£1170; and not only o, Lut that congrega-~
tion had given birth to another, which pro-
mised to beas healthy and vigorous as the
parent.

In a neighlouring county, one of the ve-
ry largest in Jrelaud, and celelrated among
other things for its political contests, Leing
the first that returned the celebrated Daniel
O’Connell to Parliament, and Leing known
as an intensely Topish county—he meent the
county of Clare—up to the year 1853, there
was not 1 1t @ single Presbytorian.  He was
induced to visit the chief town and neigh-
Lourhuod. He spoke to a few friends who
were willing to fall in with the idea; and
within twelve months a congregation was
formned and onpanized and a minister or-
dained. Within twelve months more 2
church and inanse were erected, toth of
which are now free from debt ! More thun
this, the minister at Eunis, the chief town
of Clare, hind opencd 2 mission station in a
town twenty miles distant from Lim in the
same county, a town the neme of which was
well known througkcut England, he might
say throughout the world, lLiecause of the
horrible scenes which occurred there during
the famine. He referred to the town of
Kilrush.. The mission station thus opencd
was now gn organized Church with a se-
tled minister. Profeesor Gilson, anative



