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they may be as little burdensomo as possible. The domestic part of the establish-
ment will be under the charge of a nativeand his wife. All the help we ask from
home is some clothing for our little orphans. We hope to make arrangements
for 50 or 60 children at once. Those whom we receive will be regarded as a part
of the mission family. Should Gud bless our effurts we trust that the good influ-
ence of the school may be felt on this and the necighbouring islands.

ANOTHER NGRRICANE.

This island has been the scene of another hurricane this year. It was not so
severe as the one which swept over the island Jast year, but it was very destruc-
tive. 1t was accompanied by rain which fell in such torrents that the rivers were
swollen and many of the plantations covered with water and destroyed. The
breud fruit, cocua nut and other trees which were beginning to re.over from the
offects of last year's hurricans were agsin blighted, so that for two years in suc-
cession there has been scarcely anything 1n the shape of fruit. The consequence
is & greut scarcity of provisions, though the distress has not been s great heroas
on sume ot the neighbouring islandz. ~ The arrow root plantations which the na-
tives had made for their missionary contributions have also suffered much, so
that there will bo less than we expected this year. The natives, however, display
& good measure of submission and christian fortitude under their trials. Many
are ready to say, ‘¢ Shull we reccive good at the hand of God, and shall wo not
receive evil 7’ I have heard of few instances of murmuring during these sifting
$ites, and of no case in which a native has been led back {rom christianity under
the influcnce of former superstitions.

TANA MISSION.

You will regret to hear of the suspension of the Tana mission. Qur brethren there
have passed through severe triuls, but God has preserved them from bharm. You
will have a full account of matters in Mr Matheson'sletters. The *“John Knox’’ has
Jjust returned srom u visit to Tana. The voyage was performed by Mr Copeland,
who wasaccompanied by Abrabam and Nasivi, two teachers who are well known
ou the island. At Port Resolution, thewar which led to Mr Paton’s departure is
over, and there is peace at present. It lasted for more than two months, and
several natives were killed.  Mr Copeland visited the mission premises, and found
them a scene of desolation.  ‘The house is standing, but the doors have been taken
off and windows broken, and everything th:at was left has been stoien. The chief,
Miak, and those who are favorable to christianity are of opinion that the teach-
ers may return, but advise a little delay, until the late excitemnent entirely sub-
sides. Lhe planting season they think will be 8 suitable time to return, abouw
four months hence.  Abraham, the teaclier who haslabored so long and faithfully
on Tana, 18 ready to go back again, and we will endeavour to send another along
with him. The visiting party were well received at the station where Nasivi for-
merly labured, on the west side of the 1slund. The chief, Namaripaki, has been a
sincere friend since our first intercourse with him. He is willing to receive
teachers when we can send them. The plantations left by the teachers who came
home Just year have been carefully watehed by the natives, and everything scems
to indicate a kindly fechng towards us. The chief would have vimted this island,
but tt:e people of his district wero preparing for a great feast. There appears to
be more fighting and feasting on the islands this year than usual, as the sickness
and mortahity of the past year interrupted these things, and the natives seem to
be making up for the arrea1s into which they bave fallen. We intend to settle
teachers on Tana, at the east and west sides of the island at the same tinfe. It
i8 not 8o clear when the missionaries will be able to resume their Jabours thera.

ERROMANGA.

I have not much to report about Erromanga. The natives brought here last
year ave still with us. In December last a native came here from the north side
of the island, where some of the people are friendly. Ilis chief told him not to re-
turn without a teacher. Ile hasbeen on this island ever sinee and we are much
pleased with him. Another Erromangsan also arrived here about three months
ago. He was a neighbour to the murderers of Mr and Mrs Gordon on his own
island.  His countrymen heresaid he was a heathen, but he now attends church
and schoo), behaves himeelf well, and appears quite as home. The whole num-



