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its infantine state-thie anialogy liore withl the imature plants
wvhioli feed on organic food secms to ho complote.

But ire are bcginniing also to recognise the fact that there
arc a large numlber of fiowering plants that pass througli their
lives without ever doing a stroke of the work that green plants

o. These have been oalled Saprophytes. Monotropa, the
cumrious bird*s nest orhis (.iNrotict idus-aivis), Lipipogiunî, and
Oorallorhiza are instances of British plants whichi nourish themn-
selves by absorbing the partially dcconposed inaterials of other
plants, in the shady or înarshy places which they inhabit. They
reconstituto these products of orgauic doconiposition, and build
thein up once more into an organîsmn. It is curious t'O notice,
liowever, that the, tissues of Ncottia still contain chlorophyli in a
nascent thougrh useless stato, and that if a plant of it ho im-
miersed in boiling water, the ehruersi reen colour reveals
îtself.

E pipogiunm and Cor.illorliiz-a. have lost their proper absorbent
orga.,,ns; they are destitute of roots, and take ini their food by the
surfaces of thecir undergrounid stcmi structures.

The absolute difforre betîveen plants ivbich absorb, and
nourish thcmselvcs by the products of the decomipositiou of plant-
structures, and those whichi niakze a similar use of animal struc-
turcs, is not vcry great. XVe înay imagine that plants accident-
:Aly permnitted the accuinuLition of insects in somie parts of their
structure, and tho practice became devcloped bocause it, was
found to ho useful. It was long ago sugcsted tîmat; the roceptacle
formed by the connate beaves of Dipsacus iiighit ho an inoipient
organ of this kind; and thougli no imsectivorous habit lias ovor
beon brouglit home to that plant, thc thcory is not improbable.

Linnoeus, and more latcly Baillon, have shown hiow a pitcluer
of Sarracenia may ho regardod as a modification of a Icaf of the

nymua, type. \Vo mnay imagine such a le-if first becoîning
holbow, and allowing dZébris of difforent kinds to accumulate;
these îvould decompose, aind a solution would bc produced, some
of tic constituonts of which would diffuse thonîiselveq into the
subjacent plant tissues. This is in point of fact absorption, and
ire may suppose that in Uic first instance-as perhaps stili in
,Sarraccnia puzrpuzrea-thie mattor absorbod 'was merely the saline
nutritive produets of deconîposition, such as ammoniaîcal saits.
The act of digestion-that process by -whiehi soluble food is re-
duced without decomposition to a soluble form fitted for absorp-
ti,on-was doubtless subsequently acquircd.

1.b 10 [Vol. vii.


