
DOMINION I)ENTAL JOURNAL

Thcre are two things in connection vith dentistry whicl tend
to encourage the quack and makc his way casy and profitable,
while they, have the opposite effect on thc conscientious practi-
tioner. Thcy are the facts that slipshod and supcricial work
inîflicts a minimum of pain on the patient, and that our work is
slow to find us out. It takes ycars for patients to rcalize that the
fillings made by a certain mati arc mastcrpieccs ; and it also takes
nonths or ycars for it to dawn upon them that thcy have becn in

thc hands of an incompetent. I believe that this state of affairs
does not prevail to a sinilar extent in any other calling.

So much for the causes. Nov let us look at the condition
itsclf, and the rcnedies for it. There is a v'idesprcad demand at
tic preseit tine for low-priccd dcentistry, and this must be met by
somc one. It is ail very wcll for us to talk here in our meetings
about the highest professional service in our power, moncy bcing
no object in deternining an operation, etc.; but in our vork-a-day
life the question of lov littIe we can perform a given operation for
is frcquently oie not lightly disposcd of. Indecd, from the
humnanitarian standpoint of the greatest good to the grcatest tnum-
ber, the solving of this question of low-priced dctntistry is one that
demands our most carnest attention. The most lamentable feature
is that low-priced dentistry is synonymous vith chcap and shoddy
work. Tlcre is no denying the fact that even with people of
intelligence and refinent it often becomes necessary to have vork
donc for little money or not at ail. Tierefore when a patient
whose pocket nerve is very sensitive and nearly exposed cornes to
our office, let us serve him with well-made amalgam, cement or
gutta-percha fillings, if necessary, rather than force him to a parlor
where lie will get shovy but poor operations. There arc always
some people in a community who wish only the best, and who arc
willing to pay for it ; but in striving to secure their patronage let
us not neglect the Iess ambitious operations which we ought, in
justice, to perform for those wlho cannot afford to pay large fees.-
Dentazl Digest.
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