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Heavy Turnip Crop.

To the Iditor of Tar Cavapa Farusr:

Sir.—I clip the following from the Dumfrias Courier of
Jan. 10, 1865 : —* Mention wag made in summer of o very
Inxuriant-looking crop of turnips on Boatholm, New
Gullaway, in the occupation of Mr. Itooke. The field
goined the first prize offered by the Glenking Society
in autumn. On Thursday last the weight ot tho crep
was carofully tested, when it was found to amount to
44 tony, 18 cwt,, 1 qr., 2 1bs, per acre, The turnip sown
was Dickson's Bronze Swede, and the manure applied
was 27 cart-loads of duag, 5§ cwt. ground bones, 1 cwt.
Upper Peruvian, and } cwt. best Peruvian guano per
acre. It s belfeved tho crop would have bees heavier
than it 1s but for a flood of the Ken that covered the
bolm in October, and for a timo stopped the growth of
tho plant.” At thoe turnip match for North and South
Wentworth, reported in a former uumber of Tus
Fanusr, tho heaviest crop wus 8353I% busbels per
acre. In Tns Farwer of December 15, thero Is
no’iced a turnip erup in Markbam that yiclded 1,140
bashels per acre. The abovo noticed beavy crop
gives | 67643 bushels, being rather more than twice as
heavy as tho premium crop in Wentworth, and nearly
ono-third heavier than the Markham crop. It seemsto
bavo been very highly manured. W.R

Cobourg, Feb. 8, 1865,
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The Best Size for Potato Sets.

Mr. G. Maw, of Broseley, gives in the Gardener's
Chronicie tho result of bis observations on the crops
yiclded by potato scis of various sizes. The follow-
ing passages aro extracted from his communica-
tion :—

“ During tho last scason, I havo carried out a series
of cxperiments, with the object of ascertaining
what sized potato sets gavo the most profitablo crop,
and the resalts have hicen so striking, and present
such decided contrast to goneral practice, that they
appecar to mo to be of sufflcient importance to pub-
hish in your columns.

“My experience darlng the past year, convinces
me¢ that from ono-fourth to one-third of the natural
produce of the potato crop is lost, solely from insuf-
ficiently largo potatocs being planted ; and that, by
o proper selection of sots, an increased crop, repro-
senting o clear profit of soveral tons per acre, can be
obtained.

“ On tho 16th of February, I planted in rows, two
feot opart, and ono foot from set to sot in the rows,
€U uncat sets of carly prolific potatoes, viz :—

20 sota welghing 2 oz. each.
20 sotg wwoighlog 4 o2 cach.
20 sots weighlog 8 oz cach.
Tho 20 5¢13 0of 2 0z cach (23 ib ) produced 21 b, 3

X% 0z
The 20 213 0f 4 oz cach (5 Ib) produced 29 Ib, 6%, oz
Tho 20 sets of 8 oz cach {10 1b.) produced 35 Ib. I oz

- - * - . .

“ Another experiment was made with second kid-
nuys, planted at intervals of a foot, in rows two fiet
apart, on the 31st of Mareh, viz .—

20 sets of Loz (1 1b) producing 15 ib, 9 ux

8el9 of 20z (235 Ib) producing 161b. 15 0z

.20 set of d.oz. [§] lb.).pmducmg 191 1503
N L ] [ ]

On the 31st of March I also planted four lots of fluke
potatoes, in rows two feot apart, each lot occupying
40 square feet of ground, namely :—

20 sets, 1 foot apart, of 1 oz cach (1 Ib, 20
20 sete, 1 foot apart, of 2 0. each((2§ m; .‘Imh‘&’ﬁé B o
20 sots, 1 foot apart, of 4 oz cach {5 1b.) producing 18 1b. 12 0z
1'1’2 'st(:,x:, 1 fuot 3 inches apart, of § oz cach (8 1v.) producing 30 Ib,
-le
P . 3 . [

Mr. Maw, after dwelling particularly on the facts
above detsiled, and mentioning tho somewhat similar
results of further experiments, thns generalizes from
what ho has obserred :—* It would scem that small
sols cannot produce such a vigour of growth as to
fully develop the potato-bearing capabilities of the
soil. I believe that potato sets are scldom plauted
of much moro than 2 oz. in weight—4 oz.sets are cer-
tainly the exception—so thas, asa rule, the potato
crop is starved from an fnsuflicient vigour in the set.

“ This question is in no way related to that of thin
sceding, Tho distanco at which the sets shonld be
placed is another matter, upon which I will not now
euter, excepting to observe that I think, when small
scls are planted, they are not putnearly thick enowgh
in the rows. My experimoents prove that the ground
is capable of bearing a much greater weight of tubers
than ean begencrated from 2-0z or even 4-0z. sets,
planted a foot apart; and I bolieve that such small
8ols, if placed at 6-inch or 8-inoh intorvals, would

produce nearly ac much o a root as if at & wider
distance, and, of course, a much greater weight per
acre ; but upon this point I hope to experiment dur-
ing another scason.

** What I now wich to establish is, that the produce
of the crop depends, mucif more than ordinary prac-
tice would scem to admit, on the size and vigour of
tho individual set. Small potatoes are diminutive in
all theit parts; the eycaaro proportionately small
;mlx,l cannot produce such strong shoots as full sized

abers,

“All the 8-ounce scts I planted appeared above
ground with remarkably strong and vigorous shoots.
which maintained their superiority over those from
the smallor sots throughout the whole ‘ﬁeriod of
growth, and no one who saw their splendid tops—
nearly double the height of the others, could fora
mowmi nt doubt what the result would be at the har-

vest,

“¥ith gotntocs nothing is easier than to select the
largest tubers for planting. If the genceration is to be
conveyed through the smaliest individuals of the crop,
the gradual diminution of the produce is a matter of
certainty ; but if the potato were treated liko live
stock, and tho finest individuals only allowed to gene-
rato, its grudual but pormanent improvement, on the
theory of inheritance, would bo as certain, and the
immediate increaso of tho crop could not but leave a
tich profit over tho extra weight of potatoes planted.

“ 'This is a very simple matter of experience, which
any ono who has a garden can prove, at little or no
expense, by planting a number of potatoes of various
weights, and noticing whether tho larger potatoes do
not produce an oxcess of crop over the small sets,
vastiy greater thanthoextraweight of thesetplanted.”

Two Flax Crops.

To the Editor of Tne Cavapy Fapuer:

Sm,~Owing to tho too frequent failure of our grain
crops, farmersare desirous to know if it wi'i pay to
raise flax  Forty years ago, whet wo lived the primi-
tive lifo of a backwoodsman ; when cotton cost seven-
ty-five cents, and & dollar, per yard in cash; when cash
could only be bad for potash and black ealls; we
wero under tho neeessily of growing flax. I will give
a littlo of my experience o flax;rowing. I raise
crops by rotation, breaking up a picco of sod every
vear, taking five or six crops, and then seeding down
with grass. The last crop but one, is u root crop, which
I manure well, and seed dowa tho fulluwing year with
barley or wheat. I think it best to have the lund in
good beart when [ put into grass.

In 1862 T manured a fleld of six ac s fur potatoes
and turnipa ; it was a dry summer, potatoes wero
not half a crop, and turnips were an entire failure,
owing to tho fiy and the dronght. In 1863 T sclected
3 of an acre, of what I thought was the sichest and most
suitablo of last year’s turnip ground, furflax. On the
first week of May I sowed a bushel and a peck of seed
on it. I bad sown the potato ground with barley,and
tho rest of tho turnip field, about 4 acres, withspring
wheat. The season for flax and gras.was all that
could be desired. The spring wheat that promised a
yicld of 30 bushels, scarcely gave 11 ; harley gave at
the rate of 30 bushels per acre. A storm of wind and
rain, a few days boforo wo commenced barvestiog the
gax, tangled it so that the pulling of it was & tedious
process, and congiderablo of the serd waslost. Isold
the flax unweighed for ifteen dollars. I had the sced
returned, of which I had ten bushels, which I sold for
fifteen dollars. Tho expenses for preparing the lnud,
seed, and harvesting, would bo about scven dollars,
leaving a margin of $23 of profit, from three-quarters
of an acro.

Having succceded preity well in flax-growing in
1863, I concluded I would double the quantity of
ground in '64. About the beginning of May. I select-
¢d half an acre of turnip ground, soilloam, and sowed
it with flax, and about the middle of May Isowed an
acre more on what had heen wheat stabble; it being
the sccond crop since it was broko up j it was clay
so1l, and had been in pastare for about six years. It
was well ploughed in the fall, but the spring being
unusually wet, fostead of ploughing, I cultivated itwell
with {be cultivator  Weo all know the result of the
dry season on the crops of 1864. I don’t think I ex-
ceed the truth when I say, they generally were not
one-third of the usual yield. Wo pulled the flax wiih-
out kid gloveg; it was a tedious job, and scarce worth

the labour. When there i3 a failure in the graln or
hay crop. there is generally o riso in the price, hut
there scems to be an cxception in the caso of a poor
crop of flax. In '63, good flax brought twenty dol-
tars per ton. without the sced. In 'G4, it was sellin
from ten to fourteen dollars per ton, with the geed.
have thrashird *he seed of my nice little crop of fiax,
but I have no tbought of taking the fibre to market, as
I don’t think it would pay for the trouble. Ifflaxcan
be raised with profit, no doubt farmers will ralse It ;
but let them observe the old maxim—* Sow your flax
in the mire™” {on low land]. * Plant your corn in the
Gre” fon bigh dry land) PIONEER,
Loodon, March 2, 1865

e

Sereapmig Maxvre v ActvMy—Wo have strongly
urged this practice for several years. At first the ad-
vice was received with strong objections from some
quarters. We aro glad to vbserve the practico is
gaining ground and its udvuntagcs becoming appre-
clated. A late number of tho Genesee Farmer says ¢
—¢“¥r Lyman Balcom, of Steuben Co,, an old and
experienced farmer wri‘es mo that he thinks ¢ one
load of manure, hauled out and spread at any timo
between the 20th of September and winter, i worth
more than two loads applied at any other season of
the year.! "—Counlry @Gentleman.

A Cuesp Houe-sabpe Gate~I toke flve pleces of
inch boards, cach ten feot long, one of these eight
inches wide for tho bottom strip, and each of tho
others four inches wide. I then take ono picee four
inches wide for one end upright, and one piece eight
inches wide for the end piece where the hinges are to

be. These end strips are four feet long, that being
high enough for any gate for ordinary purposes. Now
lay down your end piece, then place the eight-inch
wide and teo-foot long strip for the bottom, nail it
at each end to the upright with wrought nails: now
take threo of the four inch wide strips and lay them
on parallel with the bottum one, diniding tho spaces
80 a3 to leave four inches bLetween the lower two
boards, and six inches each space between tho upper
ones ; nail as before. Now turn the gateover, and
take the remaining strip, lay it ot an angle from the
bottom, at the binge end, to the top, at the latch end ;
cut it so that it will fit in and lay close to the long
strips ; nail it thoroughly. Now hang with strong
hinges and you have a gate that is light, and will not:
sag, and just as perfect against cattle as one made by
a joiner, and costing from three to five dollars. Any
person can put together and hang such a gate in two
hours.~Cor. of Ohio Farmer. :

A ProrrrasLe Prece oF Grovxp.~Tho following is
taken from the Mussachusells Spy, communicated to
that paper by Wm. Eaton, of Auburn, Mass, ;

I planted this year threc-quarters of an acro of
ground. I pianted most of it with the early white
potatoes, and raised eighty bushels on the piece, and
sold sisty-five busbels for $130 50. The otber fiftcen
I valued at $25 ; valuo of corn and corn shocks, $11;
peas, beans and beets, $12.  About September 10th,
my brother sowed two-thirds with turnips. Two-
thirds of them were fed to tho fat cattle, with tops
and all on, and cut thirty-one bushels. If all the
picce bad been sown with turnips there would havo
been $62 worth. ’

The way I managed was thus: I gave the ground
in the first place a thorongh plowing, eight inches
deep, and then a thorough barrowing. Then I struck
it out both ways with a small borse plotw, and after
that o good shovelling in the bills. Ihoed the piceo
three times; I put one plow both ways every time 1
boed it. This half hoeing, half ploughing, half meou-
ving, I don’t think much of. The manure I used was
from onc hog and onc horse, and the wash from the
house, and*what ashes I'had. The beet bed was six-
teen and a half feet long end five feet wide, and I
used ben manure. I raised four and one-half bushels
of turnip-beets on the picce. When the beets wero
out of the ground I gave them a good sprinkling of
asbes. In tho fall I gave my hog pen a good coating
of loam about cight inches deep. In the spring Iput
my horse manure in the pen and give it a thorough
working over. In the fail I got it out into the ficld
and gave it another working over. Whero I 1aid tho
heaps of manure, tho potatoes wero onec-third larger,
and yielded one-third more. When I dug the pota-
toes 1 covered the vines and weeds all up, thus keep-
ing the ground light for the turaips. If you wiil
tboroughly manure the ground you plant, you will
get your reward for your labour. We, brother far-
meri, ﬁo aver too much ground, and manure and hoe
too littlo



