68

THE CANADA FARMER,

Fen, 28

Poultrp Bard.

RBaising Ohickens.

——

The time to assist naturo in developing the s120 and
growth of fowlsis early chickenhood. During this
time the framo of the futuro bird is moulded, its size
increased or its growth retarded, just in proportion
to tho degreo of care and attention then Lestowed.
Whatever be the object sought in raising chickens,
whether to supply the table with delicious food, the
brosding yards with choice stock, or the exhibition
pen with prizo birds. Size, with brLe or two excep-
tions, is one of the priucipal points lovked for , and
this can only be obtained to a degree of perfection by
the proper treatment of chickens from the tung they
aro hatched until they arrive at maturity. Feel
well, feed often, giving no moro at a tuno than wall
be all picked up, and keep the chicken pen serupu-
loualy clean, aro rules which must be strictly adhered
to by all poultry fancicrs. Iuattention to cleanhinoss
brings on nine-tenths of the diseases to which chicken-
dom is Liable, and 13 the cause of so many poor sickly
locking fowls frequently to be found in poultry yards;
and to it may be attributed the Iargo proportion of
deaths which occor among chuck Let £ 30n
this side the Atlantic bear 1 miwnd that to enable
them to compete successfully for a Birmingham prizo
cup, not only must carobo taken in the mating of
fowla for breeding, but also greater attention be be-
stowed on the feeding of chickens than that usually
given. Without this we cannot have sizo, and with-
out aizs all breeders know their chance of success 3n
& show-pep is very much lessened, and neither are
amall birds such as should he placed 1u & breeding
yard.

For s little time at least the food for young chicks
sbould be mixed with milk instesd of water, and a
littlo meat of somo kind be given every day For
very early chickens, new millk warmed, given to drink
earlyin the morning, hasa wonderful effect in bringing
them through cold weather, and they soon get very
fond of it ; but neither this nor tho food must bo left
%0 long as to become sour, which 1t will soon do, and
if 80 cause serious trouble.  After a fow days at most,
some kind of grain must be given in addition to the
soft food or the gizzard will not have healthy excercise.
Even the first day some chopped gramn may be given
which will be greatly rchshed. Ina week or two
this may bo varied with other seeds ; but as tho little
beaks bocome stronger, coarser grain may bo substi-
tated, in the shapo of wheat ecrecnings, cracked
barley, bruised oats, or buckwheat. The last foed at
night should always consist of some kind of grain, and
a little may also be left for the brood to partake of 1n
the morning before any one is up to attend to them,
for chicks are early risers and Lave good appetites.
The one great secret of success in rearing fine chuckens
is to give food so as to fully satsfy therr appetites,
and no more; they ahould never bo left 80 long with-
out food as to e really hungry; justso much food
should be given as to satisfy their appetites and none
left. In the first week overy two hours will do, then
for & month every threo hours, and after that four
times daily, for the times of supply ; but something
will depend upon the season, and in early spring they
will need to bo fed moro frequenitly duriug tho carly
stages of growth, and also require better dict, which
lat will, however, bo compensated by tho better
birds. Dryneas of soil is of great importance in rear-
ing chickens. Many breeds will enduro with impu-
nity very severe cold ; butnone can withstand damp
underfoct, which generally issuesin cramped feet, At
a period varying from four to ten weeks, the hen will
discard her young charges ; andat this timo they will
want special attention if they are not to suffer by the
deprivation of her care. Strong-winged hens will
Ry up to romt, and if the chickens also be of a light

and active sort and are well-grown, thero is no better
plan than to put a perch in the accustomed housc or
shed, about two feet from the ground, and to allow
them to fly up to her. For several nighta she will
partially brood them on her perch. Large breeds,
however, should not be allowed to roost, unless thoy
are, when forsaken, nearly three months old ; and
not even then, except they have abundant rango of
grass to give tone to tho system, and thus prevent
crooked breasts. Chickens, when abandoned by tho
hen, do best f they can havo a protty good shed to
themselves, floored with loose earth and fronted with
open wire. At ten or twelve wecks old the cockerels
must be separated from the pullets, and only chickens
of about tho samo age be placed in & run together,
clso the weaker will stand no chance  Without sep-
arating tho sexes tho birds will never grow so large,
besides which at prevents trouble, 4+ a number of
cockerels may be kept by themselves i perfect peace
till full-grown. At this tune the birds muat be well
and hiberally fed or all pains previously Lestowed on
them will be lost  Their four good meals must be
regularly given, mixed nico and dry, and thrown
about the lirasg run af that be at command, or put in
cleau vensels if not ; their water kept clean and fre-
quontly changed, and some animal food occasionally
given to all except pullets, which it 13 not desired
should lay carly. Milk may be still mixed with their
food and given to dnnk, even up to s1x months old,
1f the range 18 good ; Lut for birds in confinement 1t
should be discontinued after about three months,
bemng in such circumstances too much for tho more
sluggish digestivo organs.

rtificial mothers are frequently mado use of by
breoders when chickens aro left too soon by the hen,
capecially for early broods; in such cases they are
essentially ne ; later i the scason they may
Lo used for very young chicks, and tho hens placed in
their ordinary pens to agamn commence laying. The
manufactur. of an artiical motheris thocasicst thing
possible. Purchase an ordmary colored sheep-skin
mat, about two feet long by sixtcen inches wade,
which will make two mothers. The mat should be
chiosen with fine, soft, and rather long wool, but too
thick & fleeco is bad as the chicks may become en.
tangled in it and persh of suffocation. A box, or
rather box-cover without a front, must then bo con-
structed of the sze required, which will be about five
mches deep at the open front, slo »in%uback to three
and a half inches bcfmd, 80 that the chicks may creep
back to the proper place whero the sloping woolly
cover comfortably cherishes them. Somo small Lioles
beng bored in the sides and top for ventdation, this
opencover 1s to be sprinkled with parafine, to guard
agamst vermun, and tho sheep-skin then tacked mside
with common tin tacks, fastening it round the edges
ouly, and not too tightly, sothatits own weight may
cause it to bulge a little downwards. The mother 1s
now complete, and is best sct upon a largo board
covered a full inch deep with sand or ashes finely
sifted, inte which tho clncks will nestlo and keep
themsclves warm  The board urnder will quite pre-
vent cramp, and a hittle carbolate of lune spninkled
in theashes, withthe parafine above, wil keep away
vermin ; While cleanliness is easily procured by pass.
mg the whole through asieve daily. ~ In case of young
chickens 1t 18 necessary to confine themn fur somo days
mn a small run, the mother beng at one end ; foraf
this be not done, having no hien to call them back,
they may run off and get logt, but as soon as they
learn to kuow thar artitical. parent thus confinement
may he dispensed with, only taking carc always to
feed them close by it For Spanish” clirckens, more
espectally, such an axd to thelien is partxcular&y bene-
ficial, and will savo many a chick that would other-
wise ho lost at the stage when they are nearly bare
of feathers, and require such constant nursing as the
hen rarely gives them.

Slipped Wings.

Thero are few breeders of Asiatio fowls who have
not occasmonally among their chuckens, especially the
cockerels, a deformity, known in the fancy as
““slipped” or *turned wings ;" that s the primary
feathers or those which ought to bo micely tucked
away out of mght when the wingisclosed, protruding
m more or less disorder outsido the others. This
tendency is said to be hereditary, to somo cxtent at
least, and 1t mars the beauty of the bird completely,
amounting almost to disquahfication in close competi-
tion. Pullets, 1t is asserted by good breedeps, are far
less liablo to 1t than cockerels, and therefore, when it
occurs ip tho female sex it is proportionately far more

scrious in character. In the most aggravated form,
the flight feathers appoar actually twisted round the
quills, so that the proper inside fenther becomes ont-
side ; and in this form the affection is both strongly
hereditary and believed to bo incurable. But when
1t mercly amounts to a failing to tuck the flight
feathersin, without any disorder among thoso feathers
themselves, it may almost always bo cured if taken
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in due time. It usually occurs about four to five
months old, and in confined yards is ocoasioned by the
bird being dniven by others, or otherwise frigltened,
causing tho wing to be so rapidly estended that in
re-closing, the feathers are not properly roturned,
after a fow times this becomes habitual and the mis-
chief 15 done, aud thus mars the beauty of the bird,
and as it occurs at an ago when tho quills are not
hardencd, becomes permanent if not cured. In a
wido run it occurs less frequently, or in the master-
bird of tho yard. The cure ia perfectly easy, aimple,
and unfailing.  As soon as any displacement of the
feathers is observed, the wings should be carefully
tucked up every night at roost, but nothing further
can be done till they are grown enough to hold a
ligatare, when ono or hoth wings, as required, should
bo carofully bound up each feather in proper ponition.
Tho manner in which this is done is shown in the en-
graving, tho wing being bound round rather tightly
as near tho shoulder as possible, after which the cord
is earried from tho knot at A, round the shoulder at
B, to tho inside part of the ligature at C ; this is, of
course, simply to prevent tho ligature from elipping
off, wluch the bird willinevitably use all his endeavors
tocffect Soft string, about tho thickness of stout
whip-cord, should be ecmpluyed, and the ¢peration be
perfurmed at night for thesake of quictness. The be-
ginner may occamonally find he has made cither the
ligaturo or the retaining cord tooslack ; in which case
he will next morning find the bird has again slipped
tho flights out of place, and tho work must be done
over again the followwng night. If, on the other
Laud, the shoulder or retaming cord bo drawn too
tight it will cut and become embedded in the web of
tho wing, causing tho bird mach pan and distress.

Patience and tact aro therefore required before the
wings are properly tied up, and the feathors retsined
in their proper place, as the greatest care mmst be
taken that every feather 1s placod in proper position.

The bird must be kept with his wings thus tied for at
least threo weeks, or until the quills appear ghown
their full length, when the ligature may be cut, and
if tho result is satisfactory of course all is over, if not,

tho wings are to be again confined, and in some cases
oven 0 much as two months of this watchful care 1s
necessary. There are fow but may be thus cured it
taken 1o doe time.  The ligataro in many vases has &
tendency to cut tho feathers, but this may be avoided
by using instead of a simplo cord a diamond-shaped
pieco of calico with a string sewn at cach end, when
the shorter diameter of tho calico, instead of the cord,

will go under tho wing at D, and preservo the wings
from injury. Pullets are subjoct to the same fault,
but not neatly so often as the cockezels ; and even
adult birds will sometimes requite attention to their
wings during moulting time, those of the Asiatic
breeds moro especially. If tho wings are seen pro-
perly tucked up every night at roost nothing further
will eommonlgecbe needed, butif the blemish should
a{:pea.r to be oming habxtun!, it must be treated in
tho manner just described. Birds that have a run in
& good grass field aro rarely subject to twisted winge:



