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expect to get just what you advertise for. Now
J wili try to do your readers, yoursalf and my-
self a little good by dissenting from your leader
wherever my experience has caused me to be-
lieve differently. _ T

Yoy think some bee-keepers, from some differ-
-ence in location or management, winter beesin the
‘opea air with more success than others. I
think the first part of tbat clause all right, but I
fully believe that there is little in the manage-
ment ; if there were, a quarter of a century
spent in freely exchanging ideas and methods
would bave reduced it to a commgp knowledge.
But! you are just right about ita being a question
of Jocation. *

Like yourself, I have learned to never attempt
tbe wintering of bees without protection. Whea
hey are packed in wintering boxes, I have
‘ound out-door wintering best if the weather is
not too severe. When it is the cellar is best.
What we most peed. is to know what the com-
ing winter is going to be, and that we cannot
tell ontil science bas farther progressed. § - g

As your readers well know, bee-diarrhcea is
the one great cause of our winter losses.J§And I
believe that many of them further know that the
consumption of pollen produces that disease :
and, as low temperature is the main canse of
pollen consumption, and dampness produces an
equivalent to a low temperature, your leader is
night to the point just the same. Certainly,
cleansing flights remove the trouble as fast as 1t
accamulates, provided the_;_occnr frequen-?l;
anough,

Now tu the question\of protection. Can you
tell wby chaff hives, with such a parrow space
between the walls, have shown a better record
than the thicker packing where outside boxes
were used? (Didn't know they had.—Ed. Rev.)
1 cannot, but such is the case. W.H. Shirley, a
close observer agd skillful apianst, declares that
two inches of space between the outer boxes and
bive proper are better than more. He cannot
-explain why , neither can 1. but I have 2 great
big suspicion that it is troe. Like yourself 1
use sa ~vdust for packing, because I belisve it is
as good as anythiong and cheaper and handier to
get.

1 am just making 200 of the boxes you des-
cribe at the latter end of your leader. They will'
be absolutely water tight, and packing will be
put i so full that it will require a weight to
settle the cover into place. Now sir, [ am ar-
rasgiag io this way purposely, that the whole
thiag will not bs a non-condgctor, but & partial
conductor ; becatse I propose (0 receive the
diest of the sun's rays Jall throogh the winter
whenever it shines. By painting these boxes
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black, or dark red, the sun’s rays will heat them
very rapidly, yet the color will have nothing to
do with the beat radisting outward from the
bees when the sun does not shine, and I am ex-
pecting 10 see this arrangement winter the bees
better than larger boxes. I shall make these
little boxes to stay made, not to be knocked in-
to the flat, and I can pile thém up anywhere,
only keep them out of the sun. The rain will
oot injure them, and the sawdust can be kept
right in them. But littls material will be re-
quired for each colony. '

In order to experiment with very shallow’®
framaes, I filled a setof eight Bingham frames,
which are 22 inches long and have only 4% in.
of comb in depth, and 1 wintered the colony
eight times out of doors. It was was packed
with just such thin packing as I have described,
aod it was among my very best colonies every
year except ope. One winter it died with the
disease, but other winters, wher my other stocks
died in the cellar, it always came up booming
and ttrong. Shallow frames are better than
deep ones for wintering bees, as_experience has
demonstrated. The reason is obvious.

Yes, as I told you, what bees I winter in the
cellar will be packed in these little, dark
colored boxes all the spring. clear up uatil the
surplus honey receptacles go on, 1 am making
the boxes deep enough to take two brood cases
of my new hive. Then when I desire to use
one section I can do #0o handily either with or
without the rim under it.

1 tried the rim buiiness pretty tWoroughly-
with my new hive in the cellar, and did not
realize from it tb&beneficiul results that I ex-
pected. I thougbt 1 saw some points in its
favor, and 1 believe it will prove valuable in
case of severe winter losses.

1 agree with you exactly in regard to chaff
hives. No one who has onoce learned how to
handle readily movable bives and enjoyed the

great benefits to be derived from that kind of ’

bes-keeping, would sake chaff hives as a gift.

Ten or tweive yoars ago I concelved the 1dea
of packing bees in outer cases Aeving no bottoms,
letting the packing come right down on the
ground. [ had some fear, and my frieads had
more than I, that absorption would raise the
moisture from the ground clear up above the
bottom stand and thus affect the hive, but
actual experience demonstrated that the mois-
tare did not rise ope inch ; and it is all right a;}
cept that mor material is required.

For three or four years 1 tried packing eight
bivaf(oge&ber in aclamp, and bad n> trouble
at all with thebe2smieiag. I just moved eight
hives up together anywhere in 1heapiary at aay
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