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fortablo oporation for both parties. In
casos whore no framo is at haud, leave
sheop on end as it was in doing nock
and front, and olip right around back.
If dono carofully and not in tvo large
s olip to canch round, it will leave

nito a pico job. Either of theso meo
?hods keops the sheep ressonably com-
fortable and prevents much strug
gling.

Doing up Fleece.—In first place,take
off all dirty wool and any cotted por-
tions, becaueo, if buyer does this for
you he will perhaps not use so much
economy asyou might, thon spread the
flecce on » clean place, the part that
was noxt the sheep down; turn in the
edges until it is about eighteen inchox
wide (or less in a small fleeco), then
start to roll at tail, and keop tho roll
tidy and compact; when nock i
reached twist the neck picce into a
rope to tie around tho bundle, ana
faston the end securely. If well dono
it will stand a good doal of handling
without coming undone, and if wel
washed and kept olean from burs,
chaff, &o., will present gquite a tompt-
ing appesranco to a boyor, which
means money every time. Nothing
pays better than & real good finish, in

- almost every marketable product.

Marketing. — Many farmers have
fine and coarse wool, and in taking to
market it is better to keep each grade
soparate, 50 that you will get proper
price for quality

————

THE WOOL CROP.
By ¢ Flockmaster.”

——

By the time the May 15th Advocate
reaches its readers, most of the high-
clags, pure-bred flocks, especially all
yearlings and rams, will have been do-
prived on their fleece. ‘The owners of
such flocks understand their work well
enough, and are usually carefal enough
about it, to require no further instruc-
tion, but to many of the less partica-
lar sheep farmers a word may not be
out of place. In the rush of seeding,
planting, &c., the poor sheep is too
often allowed to go out upon tho new
grass without being docked, and be-
fore a week many of them aro carry-
g a disgusting load, whick only a
7ery strong-stomached lamb will ap-
proach to tuhe nourishment. This is
ono of eovers! neglecis 1n connection
with the care of wool.

Washing.—When thereis a running
stresm withio 8 mile or two, a fow of
the neighbors club together to hold &
sheep washing, which is usually done
in 2 rough, careless style, and the wet
flucks are dnven home along a dusty
road, arriving there in little cleaner
condition than they left it; but the
sheep have been * wash:d,” which 1n-
sures a better price per pound for the
wool than if they had not passed
through this trying ordesl. Now, is
sheop-washing an advantage ? Yes; if
proper.y done, i a8 suitable place.
There 18 no mure suitable piace thau
in a running stream, which can be
Jammed aboat wairt-dcep. o that the
sheep cannot touch the bottom with
thair feet. The flock should be penned
ina yerd besido the water, and one
man shonld remain amoong them to
hand tho sheep to the washer. Thero
i8 no need of thiowing them in over
head, and polling thom about as
thoagh they ued no feclings. The
sheap is one of the must timx§ of ani-
mals, and can be seriously injured by
rough, caroless handling in water. In
washing, the wool should bo taken in
handfals and squeezed, and moved un-
til the water leaves every pert of the

bo taken to an easy landing-slope, and
helped out upon tho green grass,whoro
it will drip dry onough to walk homo
comfortably. In this walk care should
bo taken to keep them ova the side,
walking quiotly, out of tho dust. They
should bo kept in a clean grass ficld ap
to shoaring time, which shoald not be
dono until from & weelk to ten days
following, so that the yolk will have
timo to riso anew to make the shears
run nicoly, and also give the wool a
better foel, and a trific moro honest
weight,

If thero is no convenient means of
washing the sheop, the wool can be
taken off in creditable condition by re-
moving all burs, chaff, tag locks, &o.,
bofore commencing to clip. Becauso
a cortain dockaye is mado for nnwash.
o wool, thero is no excuse for allow-
ng filthy looks to remain in tho fleoce.
If a& buyer is rcasonable he will pay
more for olean, unwashed wool than
for filthy stufl’; at least this has been
my experionce.

Shearing.—Sheeop should always be
brought in from the pusture and housed
on clean straw the night before they
are to be clip{yed. There is then much
less danger of hurting them, and they
will not be in davoger of being rained
upon, which will hinder the shearing
until they have becomo dry. A very
snitablo place to shear is a clean, airy
barn-floor or the like. Some thearers
use & platform about two or more feet
high, 8o that the back of the shearer
has not to be bertso much in olipping.
Whether on a floor or platform, it is
well to make a cushion to rest the
sheep upon, by tacking an old peice of
carpet or eacking overa layer of straw
or hay ; this will tend to keop ths
sheep quieter, and give tho shearer
more comfort. Occasionally ono sees
a man shearing without fastening the
logs of the animal operated upon.
Unless sheep shorn in this fres condi-
tion are oxceptionnally quiet, the
fleece usually has to be gathered up
from different parts of tho rurrounding
and the shearer loses his temyper many
times in a day. It is a much better
plan to strap the fore and hind feot of
the under side of the sheop togethor :
that is, while the right side is bein
shorn, the left legs sionld be tied, ang
vice versa.

Tying Fleeces. --When the fleece 18
off it must be ticd ap in some fashion,
and tho neater this is done the less
room it will take in storing, hauling,
or shipping to market, and the better
will it snit the eye uf a dealer, I have
foand it quite satlizfuctory to spread
the floeco inside down oun a clean floor,
then gather all the nibs and place
them upon it , next, turn in tho sides
aund ends, laying them flat until the
flesce has the form of a strp from
twenty to twenty foar inches wide,
and almost as long a8 when first laid
down. Now, commence at tho tail end
1vil up until the whole fleoce 15 1n the
furm of & light, compast buadle. If
preferrod, » woul rope can be twisted
vat fiom the {lecece 10 wind round and
bind it together, or, as binder-cord 18
s0 chesp, 1t may be used, putting it
around endwise ard sidewise, as a
parcel of sugsr is tied up.

Marketing.—In almost every town
and village thore issome ono who bays
wool, paying so much for washed, and
so much for unwashoed but tov often
regardless of quality or condition. The
careful wool grower does well to avoid
that individual, and look sound for
somo one who can appreciate superior
wool well put up, and who will bo
mllini 10 pay a hittle more for what
snit8 his faocy than for inferior or
ragged flecces. It is well to soll direct

floocs clean. Tho animal sheuld then

to a manafacturer, or to a roputable

dealor, who sppreoiates the meorits of
o shipment, and will pay for it accord-
ing to its valuo.

As soon 08 shearing is over, take or
gond him a fair,avoragosample of your
woulin o lettor, mentioning tho breed,
and you will soon roceive his quota.
tion in return.

—————

SHEEP HUSBANDRY.

.

In THE STO0OKMAN of May 9, 1845, is
an article by W. M. Baraum on
¢ Build up the Flock,” in which this
language is used: * A sheop may
be fed for one-sevonth of the food
that an ox roequires, and will mako a
growth of nearly three quarters of a
pournd a day for tho first 280 days of
its life. And for tho next 600 will put
on a half pound a day.” We should
liko to huve some of that kind of sheep
in Ohio. Wo have never secen any
shoop in Ohio that would weight 510
pounds. That kind of & sheep ought
to bring b cents a pound which would
be $25.50 for a sheop, or 817850 for
7 sheep. We, in Ohio, would like to
know tho name of that breed of sheep,
and if we could get any of them if we
wounld go to Colorado. I wonder if
W. M. Barnum is any relation to P,
T. Barpum W. E. Saupson,

Harrison county, O.

The type-setting machine and the

roofreader aro doubtless responsible
For this “mix.” We can't tell just
what Mr, B. did mean to say, his ma-
nuscript not having been preserved,
and refer the matter to him for cor-
rection.

ABOUT SHEEP AND LAMBS.

1 was interested in Mr. McCann's
acconnt of his pet sheop picking out
and eating bitter weeds, a3 I have ob-
served similarly. Such things are
eaten by these animals for thoir health.
1f thay can get all they want and the
kinds they requiro, they will not be
troubled with internal parasites; or
if, in the absence of bitter weeds, they
can have access to fresh pine boughs
both winter and summer. The sheep
at tho South generally roam at large,
and such are always free from inter-
nal parasites. It ie pataral for sheep
to desire theso correotives or preven-
tives. Deprived of them on our culti-
vated fields, internal parasites cnsue
to sicken and destroy They were not
known in this country until the En-
glish sheop brought them from the
aimost weedless fields of Great Bri-
tain.

I ulso note with much interest in
tho same issno (April 25+ what Mr.
Woodward says in regard o hothouse
lambs, the prico he got for his the
season just past, which was only au
average of 85 a head, I am interested
in this, not bocause T am in tho busi-
ness of growing lambs, for I am ont
of it now, but bocause the last fow
years I havo specially initructed se-
veral, in various states, bow to grow
them and when to sell. Ao would be
natural, they report to mo frequently
All agreo that they got $6.50 for their
best ; bat nonc of thom reported the
least price. As 86 and 86.50 woro
the prices growers in my county ro
coived, and asall were gold in New-
York City,I bad concluded my friends
were getting as good prices as this
stock brought.

Baotfrom regcent developments I have
become satisfied that there is *‘an
African in the peling” in New-York,
aod that this sable individual is none
other than a combination of dealers

in tho oity to depross prices and keo
thom down for solfish purposes.
reoccive three New York City papors,
but nono of thom scom to report these
Insmbs. I also recowvo two Boston
papers, and both of thom notice hot.
house lambs, and usually agroe in
prices. About the first of March one
of them had a market report from a
correspondent located in New-York.
Ho roported tho:o lambs bringing 810
@12, that hindquarters retailed at $4
cach and foroquarters at $3.25 ecach.
This was tho only New-York report I
saw. At tho samo timo tho Boston
morket was quoted at 89 @ 10. As
tho senson advanced prices gradually
declined to $8 @ 9 ani the last quota.
tion, on April 13, was 87 @ 8. These
facts cortainly give room for suspi-
oion that “something is rotten in
Denmark.” Added to this, a person
in Ohio who attempted last winter to
grow these lambs for the first time,
did not get his stable warm enough and
cousoquently could notshear his owes.
He provided neither silage nor roots
for necessary succulenco; but depend-
ed upon bran and water for that His
lambs had the scours badly and did
not do well, of course, yet Lo shipped
to these same parties and recoived as
much for his lambs as anybody. As
another Ohio correspondent, who
grows lambs correctly, said: * Ifthis
is the case, there is no more use in
taking pains to grow lambs right.”
And then he added: ** But even
shonld the price keep down whero it
is I shall continue to grow lambs in
the new way because I like it best.
The care of lambs comes in winter
when I have nothing else to do. There
is no dirty wool to bother lambs when
pursing, no ticks to trouble cither
ewes or lambs, and whea spring opens
for work both sheep and lambs are off
my hands.” Bat this eating up the
lion's share of the profits at the New-
York end must be ciroumvented. J
havo a friend in the city who has pro-
mised to investigate us opportunity
may ocear. GaLexn WiLsoN,

MUTTON PRODUCTION.

Mutton production hag baen recontly
reduced to an art. Forty yearas ago
it was an itom of little importauce in
the skill of the sheep breeder of that
time Wool was the all-absorbing
theme with this class of farmers, and o
sheep of the conformation for the pro-
duction of the finest and heaviest
fleeco was indeed to be envied by tho
owner of a less protentious one. While
Americans and the French were im-
proving their sheep along lines of
wool preduction England was doing
what it could along the line of mutton
production. The combination sheep
struck this country bot was consi-
dered of little valu among the better
and more skillful breeders. Matton
was uot very popular in the markets
of America, and it was not o be won-
dered at why this was so, when we
learn that a sheep was bred for wool
and was made {o do service as a wool
producer till its age precluded its
over making evon a poor class of
mutton. A sheeop was made to do
duty as a wool produced till its teeth
began to drop, and it was sent to the
market in a half fatted condition.
Bore wo had age combined with poor
quality to please the palate of the
mutton eator, and ho was so well
ploased that the next time he went .
tho market for meat he purchased
somothing else.

The man who has had a taste, of
spring 1amb in all it3 sweotness, like

o sheep-killing dog, never forgets it,




