Miscellaneous.

WHAT THE CHURCH SERVICE IS.

The Bichop of Chester has been giving good advice to vome violent Anti Ritualints,
tatels . whoare ke those naughty people who live in glass houges and will throw
ctmer  The celebrated Dr. MeNeile—thic leader of the extreme Low Clnrch party—
war very mitch displeased with the adviee, und he has published a protest agminst it
The whole nuvter relates to the performaneo or non performunce of the Chutch Ser-
vir, and herenpon the London Grandian justly vave 1

T w Clvireh Serviee is a public otfermyg to Almighty God of united supplication and

ran v ande h{ clersy and people i their charieter of redeemed and regenerste wen-
E«-y\ at the body of Christ. " To ** read the service 10™ an mdience, is to treat 1t as a
haul of wtroduction 1o the sermon, cast indeed in another and less antractive form, but
havine no essential ditference of character fiom the more fmporiant function which 1t
sreceates . Some snch idea asthis dves reem to porsces the minds of the tepuesentative men
i B MoNale w school. Antend thar churches, and you will be led, g0 fur as ex-
tos!- supply any evidencer of u,-mwn. to cor hde that with thew to hear the sermon
ixtee tnnn purpose for which Chiistians o 10 chnrch. They tahe the cighicenth.
century vermott of Divine Serviee, with the pareon and elerk duet, the xinging gallery,
aml 1 three decker,” becanse they really do not think guch matters of any hnport-
ate Lot the palpit be Ligh enoughy, aud abl thee rext will take care of ateelf. A~ for
devational prayer, it ig an exeellent thing—at praver meetings and on other suitablo
orcasiena. i the Church Service it is not1o be Jeolied for. they read ¢ onr exceltent
Lt o™ tathe pv--rh-, and hope that, in gome way or other, 1t way do them good.
Iom oy possibly be edifying inireddf an least it may dispose the minds of the hsteners
to st with heener rpisitnal appetito the oratorical feast which is o follow its close,
Outhi= view there is certuinly no reason to take hours for public service—as Dr.
MeNeile puts it—from study and houre-to-house visit.atious, or to speak more practi-
cally, to shorten the morning wag., and itereapt the gocial dinoer-party at night. ‘There
is, mdeed, o very ditterent view of the gatherigg together of two or three m Chiist's
pame e to those who hold it it may well seem tht sleep and good society are in com-
parisen of firtle worth More than " this, it may seem to them that a cold and lieless
perfarmance of Divine Servive is a gnevous wrong, ahihe to earnest souls i the con-
grexavion and to Him in whose housc they are assembled.

Rireanass.~The Commission upon the Ritual of the Church of England have
agreed upon the follow g report :—

To the Quesa’s Most Ercellent Majesty.

Yonr Majesty having been graciondy pleased to jwsne a commission recinng that
Sabilerencos of praetice have arisen from vary ing interpretations put upon the rubrics,
orders, and direetions for regukating the course and conduct of pubue wonstup, tho
adunmstration of the sacramente, and other rervices contained in the Book of Common
Praver according to the uze of the Umted Chureh of England and Ireland, and more
especalls with reference to the ornaments used 1 the churcbes and chapels of the
savt United Chureh, and the vesiments worn by the miinisters thereof at the tuune of
their mmteation,” —and thar *t )~ expedient that o full and uaparval inquiry should
be e into the matters aforesaid with the view of esplainmg or amending the smd
rubries, ordery, and directions, 80 ax fo secure general umtormity of prociice m such
atters s may be deemed essential, —and enjreming your Conmursioners * to maho
dihzenr enquiry into all aud exery the marters ioreriand, and to report therenpon from
tine 1o e as to them, *orany two or more of ** thew, * may uppear to be most
expudient, having rexard not only to the zaid rubries, orders, and” directions contained
in the raid Bonk of Common Prayor, but aleo to any other laws or cugton 8 relating to
the sattem atoreaand, wath power to anggest any altertions, improven,ents, or sinend-
mewts with reapeet 1o such matters, o any of themn, as*’ they,  or any ten or more of
them, may think fit 1o ceconnmnend * We, your Majesty s Commnusstoness, hive, in
accordunce with the terms of yonr Majesty » cottussion, direcied our first attention to
the quesnon of the vestments worn by the miniaters of the suid Upnied Church at the
e of their nnistration, and expeciully 1o those the use of which bas been lately
miradirced mto certain churches  We tind that, winle these vestments are regrurded
by rome witnegses as eymbolical of doctrive, uud by others a8 a distinetive vesture
whereby they desire to do honor to the Holy Commumon as the lughest act of Chris.
tian worxhip, they are by none regarded us essential, and they give grave otfence to
many.  Weare of opimon that it 18 expedient to restrain in the public service of the
United Churel of England and Ircland all variativns in respect of vesture from thut
whith has long been the established vsage of the said United Charen, and we think
that the uay ﬁo beat secured by providing aggrieved parishioners with an ensy and
effectual process for complaint :uu{l redress.  We are not yet prepured to recommend to
your Majesty the best mode of giving effect to theso conclusions, with & view at onco
to recure the ohjects proposed and to promote the peace of the Church, but we have
thought it our duty in a matter to which great interest is attacbed not to delay the com-
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