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DOMINION RAILWAY COMMISSION.

For some time the public have been awaiting a
definite announcement as to the men to be added to the
Dominion Railway Board.

Almost since its organization the Board have been
flooded with applications, and it has been only by heroic
work that they have been able to keep their heads above
water.

Not only is the Board enlarged, but they have power
to arrange for simultaneous sittings, so that now in-
numerable questions that have been delayed will, no
doubt, shortly be disposed of. In the past the policy of
the Board appears to have been ‘‘never to take the
initiative.”” Whether under new conditions this will
continue to be their policy remains to be seen, but we
hope it will not. The offices of the Board have been to
relieve injustices, and with scarce an exception the press
and people have united in acknowledging the justness
of orders issued. With enlarged powers and increased
facilities the Board should be soon in a position, through
its officials, to take the initiative and cause the correc-
tion of those regulations or conditions that are appar-
ently unjust. :

Railway Boards, like other organizations, depend
as much on the men as the methods. Their knowledge
of conditions, their sympathies and their power to recog-
nize the real question under consideration will be sorely
tried by the many pleaders that will appear before them.
The men selected will prove equal to the task of regu-
lating our transportation companies.

Mayor Darcy Scott, K.C., of Ottawa, has been
appointed Assistant Chief Commissioner. A successful
railway lawyer, for years solicitor for one of the large
Canadian railways, he will be familiar with many railway
questions from the railway side. Were Mr. Scott simply
a railway lawyer, his usefulness on the Commission
would be doubtful, but he is more. A man experienced
in municipal government and an officer of the Union of
Canadian Municipalities, he has repeatedly given evi-
dence of his ability to maintain even-handed justice.

The Hon. Thomas Greenway will be familiar with
the transportation problems. A resident for years of
the Middle West, he has had an experience reconciling
conflicting interests. :

Prof. S. J. McLean’s appointment will be a most
acceptable one throughout the Dominion, as he is a man
of eminent qualifications for the position. It was largely
through the investigations which were made by him
into railway commissions of the United States that this
institution was introduced into Canada. In that respect
Prof. McLean is entitled to recognition as the father of
the Railway Commission idea in Canada. Prof. McLean
had a most brilliant career at Toronto University, from
which he took the Mackenzie Fellowship in 1894-5, after-
wards holding fellowships in Columbia University, New
York, and in Chicago University. In 1897 he was ap-
pointed to the chair of history and. economics in the
University of Arkansas, from which he later removed to
the professorship which he now holds in the University."
of Toronto. » ;

Prof. McLean brings to the duties of his position -
on the Railway Board a mind trained in economics, and
will be a most valuable' addition to the personnel of the

Board.



