THE

« glways been oxetcised by the Provincial
« Grand Masters of Colonial Grand Lodges,
« who have hitherto granted dispensations
«for the holding of new Lodges, Warrants for
t¢ which are never refused j this isa matter,
« however, together with that regarding fees,
‘¢ which may properly be left to the Colonial
¢ Board, who will advise us on the mat-
¢ ter,

7.~—¢ Some representations have reached
“me upon the subject of subdividing the Dis-
“ tricts of Canada, and I am inclinea to thuk
“«that, from the extent of the Province,
¢ the number of the Lodges, and the distance
“of many of them, trom any one central situ-
* ation, that it would be advisablo to divideit.
“I have received a communication from the
« Provincial Grand Master of Quebec, und
« geveral Petitions on this subject, and [ may
“state that it 1s my intention, after consulting,
“ with Brethren on the spot, to take steps to
‘« subdivide the district, and to appnint other
“Provincial Grand Masters, so that every
« Lodge, in the Canadas, shall be within re-
«asonable distance of its Provincial Grand
« Lodge.

8.—« There 13 one point more to which 1
e must refer, namely, to the demand that the
« Provincial Grand Master of Canada shall be
“empowered to appoint subordinate Prov. G.
« Masters and Provincial Grand Lodges ; tins,
« I at once say, Icannot consent to. Theap-
« pointment of Provincial Grand Master 2ver
*“has been, and, in my opinton. ought ever
“ toremain a part of the prerogative of the
« Grand Master for the ime being, just as the
«appointmeut of Otlicers rests with the
¢+« Masters of all private Lodges. I haveal-
“ ready stated, that I have determmed on fur-
¢ ther subdividing the Canacdian Distriets and
« ] shall not be slow in listening to the ex-
<« pressed wishes of the Brethren, as to the
* appointment of a Provincial Grand Master,
s«wwho will be aeceptable tothem. T may here
« remark, that thi= determination has uot been
« come 1o, without mature consideration, aud |
« can appeal tu at least une Member of Grand
« Lodge, who takes a great interest iu this
« question, as to the fact ot having expressed
«to lum my mtention to tahe this course, so
« Jong ago as the 3rd of Januury last.

9,—¢] believe that by this concession, |
« ghall not have derogated from those powers
«and privileges which T have received from
«you. My objeet has been, and that, from
s nio selfish mouve. to preserve them-~1 am
¢ equally sure that you have no wish to in-
¢« vage them. The mamtenance of therr alle-
« gjance, by the Canadian Masons, 1sto be
«desired and 1s quite as much for their ad-
« vantage as for ours. I believe that the plan
« T have proposed. and the concessions which
<] have expressed my willingness to make,
« will be satisfactory, both to you aud to our
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‘“‘make this announcement to you at the
“present, moment, as I trust it will be the
“ means of bringing the matterto an amicable
“‘termination und will save any protracted dis-
“cussion in Grand Lodge. I have, I repeat,
‘“given the matter my anxious und attentive
sconsideration. I think that under the cir-
“cumstances You may safely trust thatthe
“ appointinent of Provincial Grand Master will
“be setiled by me, to the satisfuction of the
“ Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada, and the
«¢ s will be camried out by the Colonial
“be... .

10.—¢ 1 trust that I have done justice. 1
‘“‘repeat my regret thatthe matter has not heen
¢ settled before, and I know that [ mayely
“in full confidence on thatsupport, which you
“*.aave never yet with-held from me, m the
s« endeavor to discharge my duty as your Grand
¢« Master.”

I have further to inform you that this com-
munication of the Grand Master was recejved
by a Grand Lodge, of larger than usual num-
bers with great satisfaction and acclamation.

The Grand Master’s object in making this
coramunicetion arises from his desire, that no
time should be lost in your being made ac-
quainted with his views, in order that the
Canadian Masous may have the earliest op-
portunity of availing themselves of the ad-
rantages sought to be conveyed to them by
the proposed concessions offered by His Lord-
ship, or to make any suggestions orobservations
which they may be desirous of submitting to
him.

The Grand Master further commands me to
state, that the arrangements which he has
wade for the future conductof the correspond-
ence and communication of Colonial Lodges,
are such as will secure 1o them, for the future,
& prompt and effectual attention.

The Grand Master directs me to echo the
evpressious contained in paragraph 9, and to
state to you the earnest hope that the conces-
sten he has made to the wishes of the Colunial
Brethiren, will be not only acceptable to them,
aud Le the ineans of allaying those feelings of
irritation which have naturally arisen,but may
also be the means of bringing back to their
allegiance those Lodges, which, he cannot
but think, have lost sight of their best in-
terests in severing themselves from the pro-
tectton of the Grand Lodge of England.

At a later period of the evening, the memo-
rial which had been entrusted to Brother, The
Rev. (G. R. Portal, was presented to Grand
Lodge. No discussion took place thereon, it
being unanumously agreed, upon the motion
Brother Portal, seconded by Lord Panmure,
that, after the announcemont which the Grand
Master had been pleased to make, the memo-
rial shonld te referred to the Colonial Board.

[ have to request that you will commnni-
cate to me. with as little delay as possible,
any gencral suggestions you may desire to

«Canadian Bretaren. 1 thougiit 1t belier o
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make, together with your views n reference
to carrying out the desire by the Grand Mas-
ter, in paragraph 7.

[ have the honorto be fraternally,

R. W. Prov, Grand Master.
Your obedient Servant and Brother,
WILLIAM H. WHITE, G. S.
Tothe Honorable
WILLIAM BADGLEY,
Provincial Grand Master, Montreal.

QuEeBke, 3rd April, 1857,

My Dear Grasp SecrETARY,—7The accom-
paying document reached me by this even-
ing’s mail, and its importance is so great that
[ hasten to transmit it to you for communica-
tion to the Lodges in the District. [t is grati-
fying to perceive that the M. W. Grand
Master is actnated by every proper Masonic
feeling concistent with the high position and
responsibilit’e= of his office ; but, at the game
time, is prompted by a very considerate and
proper feeling inconneetion and intercourse
with his Canadian Brethetn, exemplified in
the determination expressed in his address
to Grand Lodge, on the 4th ultimo. With the
solitary exception of consenting to the appoint-
ment of an Independant Grand Master for the
Provimce, 1n which, of course, was involved
that of the appointment of subordinate Provin-
cial Grand Lodges and Masters, the Grand
Master appears to have conceded, and will
sanction the concession, tothe Canadian Ma-
sons, of every point which has been claimed.
The present district will be broken wp, and
smaller and more convenieut ones formed,
whereby every'Lodge will have its own local
and near Grand Lodge.

The Provincial Grand Master of each of
these will, of course, be selected by them-
selves, and, doubtless, it may i« assumed,
always approved.

The fees of every kind will be reduced to
7s. 6d., amere nominal sur. for the enregis~
tration of Canadian Brethren among the Bro-
therhood of English Masons, with all present
and existing advantages of the connection,
notwithstanding the reduction or abnegation of
fecs.

And Provincial Lodze Warrants will be
granted by the Provincial Grand Masters. It
is possible that, for these, a return of their
number may be desired to be made known,
either annually or semi-annually. .

In all tlus, the desire of the Grand Master to
maintain the unity and close conection of
English Masons with cach other, and their
great and venerable Mother Lodge, is mani-
festand gratifying, and cannot fail to be ap-
preciated, whilst his action, with respect to
certificates, is a satisfactory announcement
that delay will no longer exist with respect
tothem. 1 have only to add that immediate
attention will be given to representations from

the Province.



