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RALPH ERSKINE,
ON THE ‘' APPLE TREE AMONG THE TREES OF THE WO0O0D."

The Lord Jesus Christ is the true apple-tree, and His Father is the gavdener;
and he is now come to shake the tree, to let down the apples about your hands
that you may gather, or to bend the branches down to you, that you may pluck
what apples you need.

Wit apples, suy you? Why, we shall tell you of eight sorts of apples,
Well here is,

The aprle of imputed righteousness for you that are guilly sinners.  Your
own righteousness is a rotten apple. good for nothing but to be cast awav with
all your other ilols, to the moles and to the bats; but the righteou-ness of Chuist
is a sweet apple, a frash apple, a ripa apple, ready for eating : and if vou taste of
this app'e you shall live a life of justification. By eating the forbi lden fruit you
were condemned ; but by tasting of this apple you shall be justified : * By one
man’s offence, judgment came upon all men to condemnation : lmt by the right-
cou-ness of one, the fice gift comes upen all men unto justification of life : for,
as by one man’s disobedienee, manv were made sinners ; so by the obedience of
one, shall many be made righteous,” Rom. v, 18, 19.

Here is the aple of implanted grace you may pluck from off this tree of
life. Do you want even the grace of faith and ability to pluck 2 It grows upon
this tree ; Christ is the author of faiili, and the finisher of it Do yon want the
gmce of repentance 7 It grows alo upon this tree, Acts v 31, ¢ Him hath

sod exalted, to give repentince to Isracl, and remission of sin” Do yon want

love 2 Tt grows upon this tree; his loveis the seed of love 5 ¢ W love him, be-
cause he first loved us:™ his doing, (dving, rising, reigning love is the sced
that being sown in your heart, will make heart-love to him grow there.—What-
ever grace you need you may get it upon this tree of iife ; for, * Out of his ful-
ness. we all receive, and grace for grace ;7 or, as it may read, ¢ Love for love!

Here is the apple of peace. Is not peice with God and pence of conscience
a sweet apide 2 And does it not grow here 2 ¢ In the worlit ye shall have tri-
bulation, but in me ye shall have peace :—IHe made peace by the bload of his
eross,” Q! who would not be in hands with this refreshing apple, that will cheer
the heart against all the disquiet in the world ! This peace in Christ is like a
diy house within, ii. a rainy day without doors, It is like a qniet harbour in
stormy weather ; or a sife haven in & terrible tempest.

~Here is the apple of joy, joy in the Holy Ghost; and this also grows upon
the appie-tree : “'Wnom having not seen ye love, in whom tho’ now ye see him
zot, yet belicving, ye rejoice with joy un-peakable, and full of elory,” 1 Pet. i
8. A taste of this apple makes all carnal joy tasteless to you § for, it is nnspeak-
ablejoy, full joy, glorious joy, and unspeakably full of glory ; the very dawning
of the day of glory. ) ‘

Here is the apple «of contentment that grows upon this tree of life ; co-
gentment with every lot, every cross; “Godliness with contentment is great
gain” When a man tastes of this apple, it makes him say with Paul, “Iam
sorowful, yet always rejuice : T have learned in whatever state Tam, therewith to
be content.” This sweet apple sweetens every lot, be it never so bitter.

Here is the apple of communion with God, and access to him, that grows
apon this tree ; for, “ Thro’ him we have access by one Spirit to the Father:
puiting: the,soul in case to say, “ Trulv our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Chuist”  This wakes 1he soul to invite others sometimes to
come:ar .shaxe, saying, “O taste and see that the Lord is guod ; for, that which



