
Parlianentary .Law.

CHAPTER XIV.
OF THE MOTION TO LIE ON THE TABLE.

Jefferson says, "that when the House has sonething else which
claims its present attention, but would be willing to reserve in their
power to take up a proposition wlenever it shall suit them, they order
it to lie on their table, and it may then be called for at any tinie."

This was, undoubtedly, the original intention, under the parlia-
mentary law, of the motion to lie on the table. With this view it was
often made by the friends of a proposition, who, however desirous of
entertaining it, were unable at that moment to consider iL. But nov
this object is mucli better attained by a motion to postpone to a time
certain. In modern American usage, the motion to lie on the table is
made by the enemies of a proposition, aId, as Barclay says, is intended
to give it its ''death blow," for the measure so laid on the table is very
rarely ever taken up again.

The motion to lie on the table takes precedency of all othber motions,
and wlhen made the question must be immediately put without debate

The motion to lie on the table is not debatable, becauso permit
debate on it would be to frustrate the very object for which the motion
vas made. It is moved to lay a proposition on Ie table, because iL is

supposed that the entertaining of that proposition would impede or
postpone the consideration of other and more pressing business. What-
ever may now be the intention of the motion, sucli was certainly,
originally, its object. The motion to lie on the table is then made to
prevent an interruption of the regular business. .Now, to go into a
prolonged discussion on the merits of this subsidiary question, would
be only to prolong the delay and interruption, the very inconvenience
sougbt to be avoided. iIence, tlie motion to lie on the table is to be put
at once without debate.

When a motion to lie on the table bas been rejected, it cannot bo re-
iewed unless some new matter shall have beei întroduced, Thus, if

on ihe fiiilure of the motion to lie on tlie table, a new amendnment is
offered to the original proposition, then the motion to lie on the table
nay be again made, but not until then.

The adoption ofthe motion to lie on the table not only carries with
it ilie immediate subject to which it bad been directed, but also every-
thing that, in parliamentary phrase, adheres to it: thus, a substantive
proposition being before the assembly, an amendment lias been o1fored
to that proposition, and then an amendnent is noved to that amend-
ment. It is nlow nrved that tlhe amendment to tle amendment lie on
the table. If tii-, motion is adopted, not only the aniendment to the
amendmeut, but the first amendment also, as well as tlie original propo-
sition,go to the table.

Thereason for this rule, if not immediately obvious, -will be unuder-
stood after a very brie consideration. Let us represent the original
motion by the letter A; lot lie amendmeunt be represented by B; and
the anmendmnct to the amendment by 0. Now, when the amendment
B is offered, hie proposition before the assembly ceases to bo A, ami
becomes by the proposed addition or incorporation of the amendment3B,
a new proposition, which may be represcnted by the form A B. Again:
if to this amended form of A another amendment (0) is ofïered, Shen a
new proposition, differing both from A and from A 'B, is presented for-
consideration and for action ; and this new proposition, by the addition
of C to A B, assumes the form which may be represented by A B O.
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