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IT is astonishing what quantities of fruit
i an be sold rit-ht at home, in our own

Ontario, if only sonie scleeme of easier distri-
bution were ini operation. Our province is
full of villaglles w"here no fruit is offéred, and
vet where îlot onlv the villages, but the
farmers about, would be most eager to pur-
chase it. May we flot hope that the e\ten-
sion of the electric trolley, and perlîaps the
automobile freighit wagron wvill by and by
lielp us to reachi ail these country sections
and wvonderfulv lîelp the commercial fruit
grower to dispose of bis fruit crop to ad-
vantage, wîthout the great riskc of loss at-
tending distant shiprnents.

I' have a special method of miv ownr of
selling miv Red Astrachans," said Mr. Wil-
loughbv, of B3e.amsville 1 " Ihave an ac-
quaintance %vithi the retail trade in some of
the uîortlîern towns, and I setid mv teamns
direct to the stores wýLh them, and get the
very hest price for them, wvith no expenses
for freighit and commission to be subtracted.
In the vear iS'cj6 for example, 1 sold 1,000
baskets of Astrachan apples in this %vav, a
large part of which averagý1ed ni e 50 cents a
basket, and that is better than vou c-an do
by exporting thieni."'
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MY R. IOSI-l-l CHEAL, F. R. H. S., o
Crawley, Sussex, Eng-I and, a horti-

cultural author and practical expert in

,gardening and fruit growing, called on us
the 2nid of Julv. He expressed hiniself as
particularly iinterestedt ini the conditions
for commnercial fruit growing afforded

by our country. Uinfoirtuna.tely, for Eng-
lishi fruit growvers, mucli beu.er rates wvere
allowve( for carniage of Canadian fruit, on
the Engflish railways, than for that wvhichi is
homne grown, but in spite of this discourage-
nient there :are manv large commercial or-
chards in Great 13ritain. The present sea-

son us a nmost depressing onîe tci the English
fruit growvers, for miost unifaivora-ble %veather
has prevailed, and supplies of apples, pears
and plunis wvill be very short.

Mr. Alexander MNcNeill, of Ottawa, who
came in company wvith Mlr.'Chieal, reports
fiailures of our fruit crop ini several import-
ant parts of Ontario. There are scarcely
any peaches ini Essex, for the orchards were
ail cleaned out in the wvinte-r of 1898, and
the newly set trees are ilot yet in bearing1.
Thousands of acres however, are being
planted to peaches ini Essex, s0 that in a
vear or two there wvill be immense quanti-
ties produced. The apple is very poor in
quality in many parts of Nortlhernl Ontario,
owving to prevalence of apple scab, whichi
blas been developed by excessive wvet weath-
er. Both leaves and fruit are blackened by'
this fuiguts in sonie places.

Mnr. C. W. VanDu'.er said, I doubt the
ivisdoni of tnying to export fruit under the
pneý;ent conditions of transportation; the risk
of loss is too great as things are, and I
thîink 1 can do best at home."

-The Dominion Government," said Mn.
Mi\cK-innon, Ilshould buy fruit for experi-
mental shipmnents, and have a packing hiause

w rethîe gnrading and packing should be
done after the niost approved fashion, and
the work should be carried on until the
most comiplete success is attainied. If the
Departmnent of Agriculture, witlh aIl AS
means and influence, is afraid to undertake
the nisk, howv cauî pnivate shippers be ex-
pected to enter upon this business. 1
shîould like to know, said lie, how it is that
the temperature is not more quickly brought
down in cold storage after the steanier
leaves port. One of the thermolgra plis
showved that it wvas tlînee days after sailing
before tne temperature wvas reduced to
40* FA!"

XV elI," said Alex. INcNeill, "Ithis is
wvork wilîi 1, as acting chief of the fruit
division, wvill undertakie to look after th*s
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