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(1). I have ie sympathy whatever with those who profess to
believo the recent examination papers "altogether unsuitîble," the
preparers of suich papers "cranks," etc. In ny opinion the papers
(with Iwo or three exceptions) were all that cueld be desired by any
reasonablo teacher.

(2). Tho Second Clas& Algebra paper vas too dificili, otherwise
an excellent paper. Twenty per cent. should have been the pasa in-
stead of thirty-three and a third. The Gramnar papers tirouighout,
Entrance, Third amd Second, were stated with to<o nuch display of
learning. The chief difliculty frequently consisted in getting tho
neaning of the question. Such questions are quito suitable iviien

set te university student8, but not se when given to test the
knowledge of Entrance candidates, The Drawing papers were
gond, but net suitable for ti'oso who know littie or nothing about
the subject ; and those are perhaps three-fourths or more of the
wholo number of candidates. At the Entrance Examination of
whiich I Vas presiding examiner, out of sixty not more than six did
good work in Drawing. But, tho subject is nîew to the teachers;
they are studyinz it, and as their knowledgo increases, the work nf
their pupils will improve, Keep up the standarà, it is in the bands
of a grand dld niai.

(3). For sieven years I have kept the results of the Monthly
examinations in thia school and aliost withont a single exception,
the restilts of the Departnental examinations have agreed i... 1
mine. How it will be at the prepent, ol' course, I do not know, but
fron experience I do not fear the result.

As to remedy, the "disturbing cause,". in to a great extent
poUtical and therefore iu'erable s loog a% educati-,n is controlled by
poilitics. A Chief.Superintemlent insteoi of a Mminster of Educa-
tion, would perhaps be an effectual reinedy.

V.
(1). I say emphaticilly that the papers weie neither fair nor

reasoxiable.
(2). The objectionable pipera are Algebra, Drawing, English

Grammar, Engliai Literature and Hliatoi"y.
The Algebra paiper as altnoether oo long for the time, all the

questions of ahnîost equal diflîiuhty, and if we consider the very
great number of subjcts require te be n.'stered by candidates for
teacher's certificat2s, this p iper wras too difficult. It is absolutely
impossible with the time at tue disposal of teachers te prepare the
great majority of pupils for passing such an examination paper
creditably. The Drowinq papýrs were altogether too diflicult, and
show clearly thait the examiner was entirely unacquainted with the
subject. Tie E;glish Gramnir papers were full of vagiries and

rome questions which if asked properly cnuld bo easily answered,
were rtated in language so amîbiguous that the pupils could net
define what was wanited. Anîy question no matter how simple the
answer imay be may thius 'e made a puzzle. This English Graimmar
mpper set for second ulas candidate?. is an example of Pedantry on
the part of the examiner inot eqalled in the history of education.
Smillar objections night he *-aised to the English Literaiture papers.

The History paper if fully answered would require a whole day
instead of a couple of hour.

(3). The causes of these fauteiL seem te o the incompetency and
bad judgment of some of the examniners, and , Iso their neglect
to rend and follow the prescribed regulations. A man is often
itppoinited te prepare a paper wo has made some particular subject,
say Algebra a "hobby," and he natuîrally thinks that great
proficiency in his denartment is the sine que ion of an education.
He has in ail probability had no experience in rfigh School work,
and moreover, tie preparation of a pal. er should net bo entrusted
to the judgment of ene man, without boing submitted te a compe-
tent comÏmittee.

(3). That a College of Preceptors b appuinted te prepare the
papers for the er.amination of teachers. That this College of
Preceptors consist of two professors froin each of the four arts
universities in Ontario. That tiese professors b men who formerly
have had experience as High School teachers in Ontario. or at least
men who are thoroughly conversant with the character of the work.
That they submit these papers before they are sent abroad te
a committee of reference consisting of the Minister of Education,
the High School inspectera, and the principals of the two Normal
Schools. That the head master and the county inspectors of two
adjoining counties be appointed an examining beard. That the
county inspectera take charge of the candidates while writing as they
do now, and that they along with the head mater's, examine tia.
papgrs in English, Mathematics and Science, and .the papers in

Classics anud Modern Languages be read by the other examinîerp.
That the Collego of Preceptors who prepare the papers, send to the
examinors solutions and aniswers to the questions, and genaeral
directions fe: the guidance of a.l the Boards, allowing at the same
tine a little latitude to the examinera. That the decisions of the
local boards be subject .tof the Departmonts for confirmation or
otherwise. That ail appeais on tho part of candidates bu heard at
the departnent by this rovising conmittee. This method in my
opinion would insure the cetting of fair and at the sane timu
diflicult papars ; these papera would be examined by men who
are thoroughly competent, and sone of the most serious
objections to the present systen would be remLved. The advan-
toges would far outweigh the petty objections to.lack of uniformity,
favoritismî, etc. I shall reserve for my next a few thoughts on the
entrance papers.

VI.
1. No.
2. For Second Non.professional, the Algebra, English Grammar

and Prose Literaturo papers ; for third Non-professional, English
Grammar, Proso Literature and French Gramnimar papers; and for
Entrance, Orthioöpy, Grammar, and History papers were unreason-
ably diflicult.

3. (a). Eithor lack of judgment or want of caie on the part of
the examiner, or imperfect acquaintance with the capabilities of
mind of the ordinary candidatc.

(h). The appointnent of a competent comnmittee of revisers, and
in the case of candidates for Non-profestional cettificates supple-
mentary examinations for ail who do not fait in more than two
subjects.

VIT.
"- reply to your conimunication of the 27th instant, I beg le ive

to say, that it is easier te find fauit with examination papers than
to prepare them. However, all examination questions should be
t.sked in language with which the candidates are familiar, and which
thoy therefore understand, and should be so framed as to test fairly
their knowiedge of the subject on which they are being. examined.
Se long as text books are prescribed, the scope of the questions
should not b beyond the information obtainable in these books.
Sone of the papers set hy Messrs. Seath and Glashan presuppose
a very extensive and accurate knowledge of the subjects and a
premature development of the reasoning powers, and are sometimes
put im language which some of the pupils do nlot understand. No
perso.n should be an examiner who has either directly or mndirectly
any mnterest mn any book either issued or about to be issued, which
treats of the subject on which the candidates are te be examined.
An examiner who shows a lackc of Judgment ini satting examination
pal5ers should nlot be re-appointed. Several questions of equal
value.should be on each paper, and the candidate should be allowed
a choice, if say fifteen questions were asked, the candidate te answer
ten of these.

Vii
(1). No, in each Case.
(2). For Entrance the following papers were especially objection-

able :-Engish Gramnar, Orthography and Orthoëpy, and lfistory.
The questions in Enigli3h Grammar were net clear, as for example,
questions land 4. Th.e papers on Ortlograghy, OrthotIpy and History,
were entirely too diffleuit for ordinary Eiitrance Candidates. The
paper on Orthography contained a list of 15 of the most difficult
words in the language. The Orthoëpy paper was made up of difli-
cult words, 4 of them being un-English. For Second Clasthe most
objectionable papers were :-English Grammar, Prose Literature,
A lgebra, Chernistry, and the paper upon French and Latin Grammar,
and Composition. For Third Clau, I object to the English Gram-
mar and Prose Literattire.

(3). (a) Entrance Examination. I would auggest that in future
the Examiner coafine himself to an extract from some author *ith-
out giving a list of difficult words in the Orthigraphy paper. I see
no necessity for setting a paper in Orthoöpy at this Examination.

(b). Third and Second Clasm Exrination. The Department had
no right te set a paper in Prose Literature at this Examination. I
have a communication from the Departnent, statind distinctily that
candidates would only be required to have a general acquaintance
with the subject of the Essay on Macaulay as for the Unvèrsty.| I would suggest that in futurie the Examiner in Literature shou!d


