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FRUIT éIIO\VE[L' SOCIETY OF WESTERN N. Y.

The following eomdensed details of the meeting of the Fruit Growers’ Snciety of
- Western New York, recenty held at Rochester, N, Y., is from the Couatry Gentleman :—
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“ The annual meeting of this society was briefly naticed last week. We now give 2
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comlensed aceount of the proceedings, embracing the more interesting facts stated in the
discussion. ‘
. Leawr Buicur axp Cracking 1n e Pean.—Members generally had found these two
maladies to go together, but not invariably. The leaf:blight more frequently attacked
- young plants in the seed bed—and sometimes Jarger orchard trees. When on bearing
trees, it always produced eracking; but the fruit was often known to erack while the
trees were unaffected with leaf-blight, and in the chriftiest state of growth., L. B, Berk-
mans, formerly of Belgium, informed the meeting that the leafblight was unknown
_there, while cracking of the fruit was frequent; but twenty days in a summer without
rain, would be called a dry one.  Other members had observed cracking caused exclu-
sively by wet weather, '
Cracking seemed in many cases to depend on the soil, and an instance was mentioned
where trees of the Virgalien, on the grounds of T. G, Yeomans, of Wayne County, where Z
the fruit of this variety is always ruined by cracking, were removed to the grounds of a {
neighbour, and afterwards bore fair and excellent fruit. The diseuse could not be caused ¢
by cxhuustion of the soil, several instances being mentioned where it had occurred on
young trees, on new svil, and in the one case, out of nine or ten, was the oifly one
“affected. )
" As it had Leen found that young seedlings once affected, were more apt to be troubled
- with leaf-blight the following year, the opision was entertained that it was a very small
fungns, whose extremely minute sceds were earried through the sap pores to all parts of
- the plant, and were ready to germinate and develope themselves whenever the wet weather )
avored their growth on the surface of the leaves. It had been proved that the seed of the ;
Hirle fungus that produces rustin wheat, were carried from the grain or seed, up the stalk {
in the sap—these seeds being immeasurably smaller than the pores ; and it was in accor- S
1'lzmco with analogy to supp se that the leaf-blight was similarly propagated,
- Among the sorts of pears not liable to erack, were named the Ananas d’Ete, Flemish %
{ Beauty. Beaurre d’Amalis, Bartlett, and others. )
Trees oN New Sorn.—The question was discussel at some length, whether trees ;
> grown on +0ils which had been previously vccupied with trees, and enriched by manuring )
“was as gnod as those on new soils, or those previously oceupied by farm crops merely.
“The members generally had found a second crop of nursery trees from the same land, {
. inferior to the first, even with considerable manuriny, unless some years of ‘rest’ inter-
. vened—which period appeared to vary with the natural strength of the soil from two ty
- eight years. Rotation in tree crops was found important, as well as in farming; for
- exanple, it was stated by T. C. Maxwell, of Geneva, that he grew a block of cherry
“seedlings on land, one-half of which was previously used for dwarf pears, and the other
“half for cherries.  The cherries, after the cherries, were only one-half as large as after
dwarf pears. e had grown fine cherries after o erop of peach trees.  Some of the mem-
bers, and especially . Barry, thought that trees raised on manured old ground were not
“so healthy as those on new soil, the latter affording fibrous ruots in abundance, while on
- old soils, made rich with manare, the roots are thick, forky, and few in number.
Dwirr Pears ror Orcuarp Currrre.—Many interesting statements were made on
“this subhject.—Several very striking proofs were furnishied of the profits of dwarf orchards.
T. G. Yeomans, of Walworth, Wayne County, hud large plantations of dwarf trees. They
“were eight feet apart each way, and were cultivated by two hurses walking abreast quite g
as perfectly as could be done in a garden by hand, and at a less expense than corn and
putatoes. [Iis trees are about cight years old. Ilis Angoulemes bear now ahout a bushel g
per tree, and sell readily for fifieen dollars per barrel.  Many of the pears weigh ahouta g
pound. A member stated that he had that very morning measured and estimated half ¢
an aere of dwarf Virgalicus on Ellwanger & Barry’s grounds, and found that 120 bushels
per asre would be below the actual produet this unfavourable year, the price being $3
per bushel,  The trees are but six years from the bud. Last year the erop was about
the same—the year hefore, or when hut four years from the bud, they yielded at the rate
{5500 per acre. They had a row of Loase Bonne of Jersey, eight years old, that at the %
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