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livered in many places. Bat there
are anong us some who have also deli-
vered such lecturEs. I believe mîy friend
on my right, Mr. Ingham, Las been
good enough to do so. Othors present
have done so. Our two vice-presidents
I know have, and there may be other
gentlemen who have done so. Nov 1
think that, however good lectures may
be, ,hey are not a substitute for reading
or a substituto for books. They are a
most useful auxiliary to the reading-
room and te books. The great object of
the lecture is, i think, to lead people
to books, (" Hear, hear," and applase),
not to let thei go away satisfied that
they have got from the lecture what no
lecturer would ever think or dream
bimuself capable of giving them, a
thorough knowledge of the subject on
wb ich the lecture is given ; because the
great object of the lecture, I think,
ought to be to excite an interest, to
stir up the mind, and to excite that
curiosity of the mnd which is implan-
ted in every man, and which only wants
a right direction, and to give that curie-
sity a right direction. If lectures are
so understood,-if they are intended to
stir up a spirit and taste for reading,-
then I think th-y are mn a proper place,
and cannot be too highly commended.
(Applause.) Books, however, it bas
been observed by M Guizot, in a recent
work of his, in a sentance which is
worth remembcring : " Books are the
tribut e from which the world is ad-
dressed." Lecturers can only address
the few present confined within the
wvalls in which they lecture, but books
circulate among thousands. Books con-
vey sentiments, exhortations, narratives,
incidents and instruction, which may
be diffused as the means of spreading
those books exist; and therefore I still,
without undervaluing the advantages
of those lectures, attach the greatest
importance te the rcading-room. to a
weli selected library, and te the itinera-
ting libraries. (Loud applause.) I
willjust, then, advert for a moment or
two, now before I sit down, te allusions
which have bcen made towards the con-
clusion of t.he report. te the complaint
which has been made by some-they
are termed ignorant people, and I be-
Ieve, generally speaking, that ignorant

and perhaps net very zealous friends of
education do complain-that these
mechanies' inatitutes have been failures.

Ve very often bear it said that they are
failur-s. In one respect, and to a limi-
ted extent, they certainly have net
nnswered the reasonable, I don't say
sanguine expectations of those by whom
they were first advocated, and by whom
they have been supported. I mean
that thore bas been apathy which was
hardly expected among the great body
of the working people. They have net
shown that interest mn mechanies' insti-
tutions-that desire to avail themselves
of the r benefits which one hoped and
expected would be the case. At the
saine time, as I said before, the grow-
ing influence and extending ageèncy of.
that influence shows that there Ja an in-
creased appreciation of its benefits
amnonig the working classes generally.
But don't let this disconrage the friends
of education. Let them do as we have
done to-day at our meeting-let each
man bring bis own suggestions and his
own experience into the common fund ;
and if we find that the result whieh we
anticipated has net been attained to the
fullest extent, lot us consider whether
it is net parttly our own fault, and
whether we are useing the right mueans.
-whether there is net something also
which we can do which will tend to
remove those obstacles which may have
unhappily stood in the why of the com-
plete success of these institutions.
(Loud applause.) And bere let me
just say that sometimes people depre-
ciate them and say, " Why, what can a
man get from reading the bôoks in these
institutions, for the knowledge is all
superficial and will do very little good ?"
and they therefore throw cold water on
the efforts of benevolent persons who
try to spread education among the mas-
ses of their countrymen. I was rea-
ding the other day one ofthose able pa-
pers written by one of the deepest thin-
kers, perhaps, of modern times-I mean
the late Sir James Mackintosh - in
which he combatted this objection. I
contend there is no deeper thinker and
better informed man-a man whose
knowledge can be called deeper than his
upon most subjects , and yet he says,
be stands there as the advocate of super-
ficial knowledge. I don't mean of su-
perficial knowledge as against know-
ledge of a deeper kind, but superficia-
knowledge in those who have te choose
between what may be termed superficial
knowledge and ignorance. Sir James


