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NOVA BSCOTIA.

ceeur, at tbat time warring against the king, seized lnm cast lnm into
prison, and held him close for five years.  Meanwhile those left on the
island were dehohted enough. TBey were free, and began to forget
the'scourge and chain. Beside the unstable hummocks and hills of
sand they found & shallow lake of sweet waters, the shores of which
were clothed luxuriantly with Jong grass, and lentils, and vines of
vetch. Lurking in any or every portion of the grass-plain were little
cup-like hollows, generally filled with clear water. Every such pool, :
like the lake, was alive with ducks and other water-fowl, among which
the joyous ex-convicts created consternation.-“There were wild cattle
also, trooping and lowing among the sand-hills or feeding belly-deep in
the rank water-grasses; while herds of wild hogs, introduced years be- .
, fore by the Portuguese, disputed the shallow pools with the. mallard-
" and teal. The weather for a while kept fine, and the winds compara-
tively temperate, and the sojourners held a carnival of liberty and in-
dolence. But ihif was not for long, and as the skies grew harsher
their plight grew harder. As the weeks shpped into months they grew
first impatient, then solicitous, then despau'me Their provisions fell
low, and at last the truth was staring them in the face—they were de-
serted. From the wrecks upon the shore they built themselves at first
a rude shelter, which the increasing cold andstorms sgon drovc them.
to perfect with their most cunning skill. 'As their stores diminished,.
they looked on greedily and glared at each,other with jealous eyes.
Soon quarrels broke out with but little provocation, and ‘were settled
by the knife with such fatal frequency that the members of the colony
shrank apace. As they had been provided with no means of h«btmv
fires, they soon had to live on the raw flesh of the wild cattle, and little
by little they learned the lesson, and began to relish such fare. Little
by little, too, as their garments fell to pieces, they replaced them with
f the seals that swarmed about the beach; and their hut they
lin ith hides from the cattle they had slaughtered. As the months
became years their deadly contests ceased, but exposure, and frost, and
hunger, and disease kept thinning their ranks. They occupied them-
selves in pursuing the seal for its skin, the walrus for its ivory. They
had gathered a great store of sealskins, ivory, and hides, but now only

- --twelve men remained to possess these riches. Their beards had grown

" to their waists, their skins were like the furs that covered them, their

nails were like birds’ claws, their eyes gleamed with a sort of shy

. ferocity through the long, matted tangle of their hair. At last, from




