518 GENERAL INFORMATION

Prefervatives againft venomots fnakes feem to be fcattered over the
whole country, and they merit full inveftigation, in order to provide
prompt remedies, in every place, and againtt different kinds of ferpents,
efpecially in the new fettlements. Convolvu]us purpureus, ;arp]e-hrmﬁ
auced, is -very powerful, if it is true that the Indians can handle
rattle-fnakes after anointing the hands with its juice, as Catetby re-
Tates; this grows in the fouth. A fpecies of juffiz is mentioped in
the cited memoirs, as growing in the northern countries near the
haunts of rattle-fnakes, called rattle-fnake plantain. The hieracium
@enofum, foliis cuneiformibus hirtis, fcapo nudo craflifima erecto,.
grows from the north to Virginia inclufively ; ‘is called poor Rohin’s.
p]antaln, and faid to fruftrate the bite both of the rattle-fnake and
of his fuppofed precurfor the pilot-fnake. Engeron, likewife called
. Robert’s plaintain in Pennfylvania, is dqfcnbed ‘by Dr. Schoeph thus, V

¢ radix repens; folia radicalia ovata, baﬁvaltcnuat'a,,dent‘ata denti~
bus paucis a medio ad apicem glanduliferis, obtufg, pilofa, venis -
-pancis. Scapus biuncialis, pedalis, ftriatus, villofus, uniflorus, &c.
&c.® Dr. Otto, a refpetable pra&itioner, informed him, that the
herb ought to be given in a plentiful decottion, and alfo applied
with the root to the wound. The herb of folidago wirga aurea; .
golden rod, is ufed in the fame manner.* The root of aletris fa-
rinofz is taken in powder, or bruifed and fteeped in liquor; this
root is called ftar-roat, blazing ftar, devil’s bit, and greatly eﬂeemcd
both by the Indians and the people of . feveral States for many qua-
lities.¢ Thre polygala Senega is well known. The plantain of Negro
Czfar we juft mention, with a with that an authentic account could
be obtained of the experiments for whith he obtained a public re~
ward, Many credible teﬂlmomes agree in the fad, that the Indians
have extraordinary fkill in curmg the bites of ferpents ; “but whether
any fpecific antidote is known appears doubtful : thé'plahts in ufe
~ &, however, as powerful fudorifics and abforbents : a narrative on .
- this fubj'e& would here be tod prolix for our plan, )

o

= cchoep“ defcribes it as Airfuta, radice amara : Bamam as ¢ having: ﬂcndtr purpla
fialks, rificg a faot high, with a fpike of fine yellow ﬂowcrs, for near oue.thmi part
of the length of the plaat,” fnys it is much extofled,

+ Bartram fpeaks of jt principally as a « remedy in gricvous pains af the bowds,
and iays,.it has a flalk ‘cighteen inches long, with a fine fpike of white flowers fix
inches in len; th, blce. mng i Ju-e, and growing lerxful]y in the back partsof tho
countIy,




