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ton officiert Momieur le Capitaine d€ ForsaCy du qua-

trihne a cheval ?"

In an instant the bonnet fell from the soldier's head,

and the fierceness of his look was succeeded by the

mildness and gentleness of a lamb. His hands were

. dropped at his side, and he stood in the attitude of
''\ respect and obedience. «/v -. "-; \ <

'

" Je demande excitse, mon officier" he replied ; "^c
y.9ie vom ai pas remis^ mads voyez-vous^ je n^y vois plus
" clair-~-je commence a vieillirf man officier—»ioi, qui a
passe majeunesse au service."

" Etquefais-tumairUenantt Precourt?—a^-tu demi'

solder
" Pas un sous, mon officier ! Ah, voyez-vous, ce n^etait

pas ainsi dans le temps de PEmpereur."
" Commentfais-tu done pour vivre 9" -.» v'

" Bien pen de chose, man officier ; mais wyez-wmSy*

pointing to a set of foils which hung up in a corner of

the room, "fenseigne un pen a faire les armes aux
jeu/nes gem du mtartier."

" En ce cas-la il te revient toujours quelque chose"
" Bein peu de chose, mon officier, parce que, voyez-

vom, torn lesgens de ce quartier sont si miserables ! Mais
void Pauline, mon officier;" and turning to the grosse

figurante, who had retired to change her tattered robe

de chambre behind the curtains of the bed—" viens,

Pauline," he cried, " viens te montrer a Monsieur le

Comte." Finding, however, that Payline did not obey
the summons with thai military promptitude to which he

had been accustomed all his life, he p: oceeded to drag
her very unceremoniously forth from her temporary
dressing room, notwithstanding the lady was literally

en chemise. " Voyez-vous, wowo^ter," he continued,
" eUe a de bellesjambes," directing his attention to two
enormous pillars which hfe thus designated—" et avec

cela, eUegagne ses dix francs par semaine au theatre, de
sorte que nous avons toujours de quoi acheter du pain et

dufromage."
II parait que tu ne te passe pas d*eau-de-vie toiha
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