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were Only obliged te sellit, notwithstanding tiri
mild and snab pret Thera i semetbing
ý"etic in thetro Mr Sproat interview with

the hiefsOftheS a swen he went to
announen the inevitablaariva of the KiG orge-
men (for thse aneal peope bol 'King-
George"> a synonym for alt Engsh royalty), ani
the o nman anaered bis g ths: '«Our
familles are 'ell, ora htbave petaty of food;
but how long this àill e kuon net We see
your isips, antd iearthingeu s whi make ourhearts
gro famt They say that more Kng-George-amen
will s bebt h -mere; ani l itake our land, our
firewood, our& shingground; that 'e shal be
placed on a liuttle spt, and shall bave to do every-
i accoSdingto the fàncies ef the King-George-

e Ianswered: It istue that more King-
George-sn are comùig-tey Wilson be here;
but yourlandinilbebZt at afair pri&c? "cWe
don't-wisà to sell the Il, or the water; let your
friends stay in their own country To which I
rejoined: "My great hiefl, the ig chief of the
kuug-Gee -men, seeig that yon do not want
your lanid, erdera that yeu asal selilit It is of no
use to yo Tie trees y do nt need; yeu will
fis anid hnt as yn de now, and celleet firewood,
planks for yenr bouses, anti edar for your canoes.
The white nenwlllgiveouark,andbuy your
fish and eil, Ait, bat n'a don't care to do as the
white men iis? Whether or not saidI, "the
white .menu il come. Al yeur people kn' that
they are your speriors;. tihey make the things
airicih youa. Yo cannot make muskets,

blankets, orbread, The hite sean wit-teach your
childrn to reai printing, and t be like thera-
selves? "We doe not wn the white man. He
steal what n'a have, We wis to live as we are."

Cmplainta remnstanc were vain, The
ig-Ge came, ani a c'vilisedi settlement

was torm a in the mids of the Seshahts almost
immediately; the poor natives looking on, help-
less anti una u at bult ' ,Warfs, steama-
engines, plags, oene, borses, a pigs, aIl equally
unknown to them. Thie scne of the new settle-
ment, from whci the Indians quietly moved away,
'but to only asort distance, abunds in natural
beautiesThe localitesinhabitelby the Aht tribes
ara the three large seuds on the west coast of
Yancouver IsIandt, whoese names are Nitinaht,
Klah-oh-quaht, anti Xoetko Nitinaht includes the
Alberni settlement The sounds throw out arms
in vasious directions ilanI; and into these arms,
cSing fro , moantain-lakes known to a few
Indias only, sallown rivers flow, which are
diversif&id by flMs and rapids, and deepen here
and there when pentnjubetween moantains which
ap.roach each other ,M Sproat thus de-
scribes the seeney, w*ithiada tie natives harnmo-
nise as litle, perhae, as the AfriSun savages withi
their beautiful tropalt land, thoagh they are de-
cidedly not degraded, cosidesed as savages: 'The
broaid sufacaeo the sounds ls studded with rocky
isets of various aires, coveredi with heniock, cedar,
and pine trees, wich alse, the me predominating,
clte the raeget sides of e hills, that rise
from the shoe mto peaks or serrated ridges. .
I found the be.ti st imtolg l in a canoe on these
aide bava was just aboa the twiliht, when the
bas, sharp lines of the anomding scenery were
seoftened, and the sadons ef islet and mountain
lengthenea over the igularly clearwater. Among
the is landa, and on the shoe of the sounds, there

is. an endless number and variety of passages,
creeks, bays, and harbours, of all shapes and sizes,
which can be discovered only on a near approach.
Many of these marine nooks are deep enough te
float the largest ship, and far down through the
pellucid water, never moved by storms, gardens of
zoophytes are visible at the bottom?

The ocean-coast outside has different features, and
the large waves of the North Pacifie break upon it,
even in calm weather, with a fierce grandeur, and
roar sulenly amaong the caverns. The coast is net
considered dangerous, but in the winter, storms are
prevalent. ' The line of the raging surf on the
beach extendas for miles te some rocky cape, over
which the waves foam, the spray being borne
upwards, and flùng through the air. Wlld black
cloudas approach the earth, and are hurried along
by the blast. There is nowhere iny sign of life
now; the Indians crowd together in their hbouses,
and the birds huddle behin the sheltering rocks!
The interior of the Aht country is pine-forest,
dense, boundless, undulating, diversified by lakes,
which are in fact 'tarns,' wonderfully fine, gloomy,
and impressive, such forests anti such lakès as
naturally associate themselves with our most
romantic notions of the wild Indian life. The
intensity of the solitude of these .hidden places-
solitude se unendurable te the civilised man, se
dear te the savage, sullenly tracking his prey-is
deeply impressive. Al is silence, but fo the
melancholy cry of the loon, or the breaking of a
decayed branch in the woods. In the night, the
traveller, resting under a cedar-tree, sees the
lightning«-flash illumine the shaggy mountain
before lim, and awhen the blazig glare comes
again, marks the long line througi the trees made
by the avalanche in rolling down for thousands of
feet into the lake. He watches the draperies of
mist moving upwards from the gloomy falls, and
that cataract, just seen hanging like a silver thread
te the cap of clouds on -the far summit, which
strikes the eye again, expanded into a torrent, a
thousand feet lower at the exposed tura of some
ravine, and then is heard rusi ig into the narrow
lake. Among these forests, se dense that net one
tree i fifty struggles successfully for its siare
of sunshine, live tie strange people, whoi, in a
space of time brief, when measure by the lapses
of history, will in all probability have ceased te
exist, will have disappeared, almost unchronicled,
leaving no monuments, not even ruins, te tes-
tify teo their having existed. The Ahts are a
better -looking race than savages generally, and
the ien have well-formed limbs. Corpulence is
unknown amongst them, and any physical deform-
ity is very rare. They are wonderfully dexterous
and indefatigable oarsmen;. and their powers of
endurance, in any work te which they are accus-
tomed, are v.ery great. Mr Sproat has had men
with him from sunrise te sunset, whilst exploring
new districts, where the walking tried his powers
te the utmost, and they scarcely seemed te teel the
exertion ; and could also bear the want of food for
a long time without becoming exhausted.

The moral deformities imputed te them by the
Abbé Domenech are as fabulous as the physical,
and their defects are rather negative than positive.
The notion of the coast Indians being deficient in
muscular power in their legs, arose, Mr Sproat
believes, from their legs being aLvays seen un-
covered-a severe ordeal for any people. . If the
men wore blankets,' he asks, 'how many presentable
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