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(By Richatd I3 'Pocock.) <7

UST opposite the Northern end of
Texada island, in the gulf of Geor-
gia, Powell river enters the sea, the
outlet of "a lake of - about thirty
miles in length, which, by a caprice
of: Nature; has just missed being
one of the numérous arms of .the
sea which cut into.the coast line of
this province. :
From.the sea to the lake is a bare half-mile,
while, in the last few hundred yards.-of
short course, the river falls some htindred and .
twenty feet, thus forming a 'barrier to any fish
and effectually preventing- their run from salt
to iresh water and Yice.VEISd-... ol o o B
Somie yeats agd it. fell t&'my Jot to hake ah
exploration of ‘this lake which, save to a few
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El.L FALLS FrOM ABOVE

ntore blue'growse, and had just made up my
mind to shoot the fiead off the next grouse that
gave me an easy chance and go back to the
camp content, when I heard a slight noise be-
low me, and looking down, saw a big buck
leisurely climbing a game trail and coming
straight for me. Almost as I spotted him, he
must have spotted me, as hé stopped and leok-
ed up to where I was standing, and as he did so,

received a bullet from the Winchester fuil i

the chest,_wlﬂch reached his heart; and with one
last leap itto thé air he was my meat. ~ °* g

This sounds like a good climax, but  the
Powell lake country had to go one’'better than
that. As I reached the deer and was about to .
gralloch himi,;my attention was once more -ate

tracted by a'rattle of stones, and as I looked
up, Tiperceivedsa mountain goat doifig his best’,

prospectors and timber cruiseérs, was known to

very. few white ‘men, and. the greater part of
which was represented on the official.map “of
the province hy a-dotted. line. signifying that.
it was unsurveyed and its limits undefined.

I was not out on a hunting trip, but: was
there for business purposes, but accompanied
as usual by the weapons of the cbgsg, so that
when I did get a chance to use.them, it was an

even greater satisfaction to find what excellent - suct ( o :
grouse, a deer, and a2 mountain. goat—left camp

sport was'to be'had in a short time, | i< Y
Landing on_the beach from the old"S.8S.
Comox, the good friend of many an old-timer™
on the coast (and I believe still doing excellept
service,) we were forced to stay a day or soto
get a canoe, which we purchased from the In-
dian village of Sliammon and packed on our
shoulders:above. the falls and the/log-jamb to
the loweriend of the lake.  In theriver and the
lake were, and doubtless still are; countless
fine trout, easy. to capture and delicate of fla-
vor, and we took full advantage of this fact.
As I said, we were rdot on a hunting ekpedi-

“hurried to the'ridge on fhe chiance of getting a

to piit distance between himself and myself in”

a short space iof time. 'He was just about to
disappear over the top of a ridge when I got 14

a snap shot at him with the Winchester: with
but little bepe in my mind of having hit him, T

vsecond shot, when, much to my astonishment
,and no less to my satisfaction,.I found him

stone dead in a little hollow within a few yards

-of where he had disappeared ffom view.

tion and ‘had little tire to spare, but the acg

count of one afternioon’s hunt in the country of
the lower half of ®#he lake will suffice to give
some idea of the wealth of game that was to
be had for the trouble of hunting it.

It was the: first day on the lake; an early
start had been made in calm weather, but, as
the sun climbed the heavens, the wind fresh-
ened, until by a little’ before noon we were
shipping’small seas in our heavily loaded dug-
out, and. were glad enough to turn into.a little
bay for shélter, and’ make camp until the'wind
should moderate sufficiently for us to proceed
on our tvoyage of exploration up the lake.

After the pork and beans, I seizgd the op-
portunity for a little hunting, and taking a rlfle,
left the camp at about. one .v.o’clock,' thinking
ihere might be an off'chance-of bagging a deer.
The going was rather bad for a while, as there
had been a fire through theé country;which had
caused a targle of small fallen timber and a
thick second growth of scrub whicl was rather
trying to the patience.: Getting to the altitude
which took me out of this into a steep rocky
country occupied quite a large slice of the af-
ternoon, but, once events began to.happen, they
happened rather rapidly. Thf ,i_xrst game 1
saw was a fige fat blue grouse sitting on a rock
regarding me with a mixture of indifference
and curiosity.

Being somewhat * out of ‘breath_ after the
climb, I took my time before pulling ‘the trig-
ger of the rifle gnd scored a bull’s’eye on his

vck at a range of‘about ten yards. ‘Adfter bes-
towing him in my pocket, I proceeded on my
way, to see a small army of his relatives also

‘mountains.ofi the coast;;

Not ‘such a-bad bag for one afterncon—a

at one o'clock” and was back at five with the
skins and heads; and no fluke either, as I have
proeved by subsequént visits to the same coun-
try.

I think the trip/round Powell lake was one
of the most fascinating: that 1 have ever un-:
dertaken on this coast and /I have madea good -
many.. /The. conntry is unique in the variety-
3 ' t o S (e ¥ "4; ; o T
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ONTHE MIDDLE REACHES

The point that it ‘was intended t6 emphasize
was, just this fact, and the suggestion in Mr.

McDénald’s letter seems the only reasonable

one to cope with the question, vii,_ “that the
Government 'should equip and operate ‘a fast

boat from a ¢entral point to'run down.a few .

of these marauders and bring them to ac-
';‘Qunt’_” ‘ i
I have heard on undoubted authority ‘that
' the same thing is going on right'now, and I
hope to hear soon that the Government have
~deenred the matter of sufficient importance to
make them accede to the request for a good
motor. boat for ;the use of the game warden.
The Tecefit convictions obtained for the. of-
fences against the game laws are evidence that
the authorities are on the alert, but as.I point-
ed'out in last week’s page Government cannot
give adequate protection to the ‘game of such
a big' country without relying largely sy on the
co-operation of ‘all' good sportsmen.
Campbell River Salmon.

The salmon. fishing at Campbell’river'is re-
ported to be better this year than it has been
for some years past, and the presumption is
that it is due to the successful representations
made to irfduce the authorities to prohibit the
use of seines at the mouth a couple of years
ago. - This is a matter for congratulation, ‘as

*‘the fame of this "river for big salmon has
spread far and wide, and sportsmen travel fong
distances to attempt to beat the record made

by’ Sir Richard. MuSgrave. At least one sal-
mon of seventy potinds has been killed there
this season, with rod and line, and séveral of
over-fifty pounds. ;
: Cowichan Bay.

Salmon trolling is good at Cowichan Bay
now. It is getting late for trout there, and
there are very few except little ones about.
The big ones are up the river spawning, the
few large trout landed at the bay lately being
full of roe. :

The Hungry Farmer.

It.is ‘a poor advertisement for the farming
industry of the Island when a farmer living
a short /walk ‘of the E. & N. line finds it
necessary to shoot a brace of pheasants before
breakfast in August for the sake of getting
fresh' meat.: Said farmer must be making a
poor living-out of his land if this excuse is a
genuine one. &

Convictions Under the Game Act

... Shooting groyse out of season seems fo

have begomé an expensive form of recreation

" “in the New Westminster ‘district, at any rate.

‘. .The reports in ‘the daily press of ‘the ‘recent

*.convictions should help 'to deter offenders. One
man has been fined $100 and costs, and an-
. othet $50 and costs after being in jail for four
. days:  THe game warden of that. district
seems determined ‘to make, the way of the
transgressor :as hard as possible, and, doubt-
less, his activity in the discharge of his duties
will have a salutary effect in other districts

"+ aalso, where the wardens are,apt to. get busy at
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; Mongblian Pheasants

It will be of intere
that a syndicate of B
men havé'made arrangt
ment of Mongolian phga
tion 'of ultimately tuﬁing them out
Island and the mainland. \
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These pheasants are a larger and more
handsome variety than the common Chinese
ring-necked pheasant which. we now have. €
They have been introduced into some English_ ‘Buckingham Palace, and King Edward and
coverts during, recent years, and have given
_ great satisfaction, bemgsdid to give even bét-
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The tpper half of thie lake is -entirely’ dif-"

ferent in the character of ‘the catntry from the. . |
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of ice apd snow; truly an awesome country for-
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i+l - Motor-Boat Poaching
i “In the issue of ithe. gobnist -of July,1oth, I

. ‘published a letter front Mr./H! McDonald, of

Nanaimio; calliig attention' to.a' shameless ac-
‘count’ of ‘sHooting | Briﬁ&h Columbia game. out

SR : \};} i "'._tbeli,qnggj:;:
St B green . Sl

on i

ﬁe g 1\;;1:@::’,; ,r,lt»&_a

of‘season by ia ‘party. of Americans in a.motor-
boat, and T remarked that there is good reason

ame sort - of thing is:
ema: %’ed‘?m commenting
a’good many sportsmen

were askingrhow! loug the authorities were go-
.+ ingto Keep. their eyes shut to this soft of thing:

.1 oughty.perhaps, to-say that T was unaware at
the time.of writing that the matter had been

sants, ‘with the, inten-

a '.étﬁt“f."humber" in the.
.“market ; it was foundi
the'“‘d‘“ g

trany time to try. and, emulafe His example.
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- "FHE FESTIVAL OF “ST. GROUSE™

“The Twelfth” is one of the great time
'marks in the-lives ‘of the leisured classes of

England and :their guests.. Ever since the
Christmas holidays came to a close in_ the
old country houses, folks have been - flocking
4o Londan for “the season,” and the past sea-
‘son has been the gayest that London has ever
"-seen:  The houses of Parliament have been
in corstant session ‘ever since February, dnd
this necessitated the presence in town of the
.peeresses and’ the ladies of the families of the
members. of the House of Commons. The

court, too, has been en.residence the while at

his consort have -revived much' of. the attrac-
tive ceremonial and state pageantry that 'was
in vogue before fhe widowhood of the late
Queen Victoria. :

- To those.in Loondon society the months from
Eebruary to.the end! of July are arduous and
trying; and it is a case of going, almost day.

mpOssible to get'any :’and “night."if one is to keep pace with one's
lers had all the birds

engagements. Besides one’s private entertain-
ments, there are many public functions, such

as #“The Derby,” Ascot, Henley, the Eton and:

Harrow cricket match at'Lords, and a hundred
and one other fashionable events,: at which
one must be seen if one: wishes to pe con-
sidered:anybody. 3 :

- Towards. the end of July the whirl begins
to slacken ; hostesses have Rinéhed ahd dined

- and given their’ garden parties almost .en’ sur-

feit; and the fervid rays of the July sun be-
gins to warn the :legislators of the nation that

1t is titne to cease from their labors for a sea-

son.and seek relaxation, g .
‘Hence the popular. “Feast of St. Grouse,”
to the coming of which all eyes are ‘now
“turned: - S e ik
Nature has provided on the upland moor-
lands of the north of England and Wales, but
more. especially on the highland moors. of
Scotland, the heather—a plant that seems to
have been -designed solely for the purpose of
providingfood ‘and cover for the little btown
bird, the grotise. fid ‘the laws of E_:ngland,
long years ago, eclevated the grous¢ into the
list of:“game” birds, and decreed, under:heavy
penalties, that, under no ¢ircumstances; should
gun be,leveled 4t him until the sum rose on
the” morning of August 12 in each.year.
Now, afteg the trials and hustle of the Lon-
don season, it is essential that those who took
part therein should ‘seek, if not rest, at least
a change from 'the smoke of the town to the
pure and bracing air of the countryside. - In
the pre-railway days of the regency, when old
King George III had sunk into a dotage and

railways began to'spread all over the fafid,
. bringing the grouse moors within easy reach
of London, grouse shooting became a fashion-
able sport, and, hey presto, the “Feast of St.
Grouse” a firmly -established festival in the
realm of society and wealth.
+ It"is a remarkable sight to be present at
when the height of thé exodus to the north is
-reached at one of the great London termini,
i%y, Euston, the terminus of the London and
orthwestern Railway. The movemént north
begins to be heavy about the third week in
July.: The ,day trains, likewise the night -
trains, are crowded ‘with prospective grouse
shooters, their families, their servants, their
gamekeepers, and often their dogs—pointers
and setters. Tons upon tons-of personal lug-
gage are rushed to the station and have to
be handled in right smart time by the per-
spiring and dust-begrimed porters; whilst
from ‘the vast number of gun cases en evi-
dence—often three or four, or even more, the
property of one individual—the uninitiated
might be pardoned for fancying that the brave
defenders of the country were on their way
to repel an invader somewhere on the north
or west coast: :

But. this is really only the beginning. Take
the last few days. " There be those, and altvays
will be those, who leave all to the. last mo-

.ment ;. there are also others whom affairs of
state or wast business interests have detained
“In town much against their wills. ‘The crowd
is beyond comprehension ; the railway . men,
however, are equal to the occasion. The 10
a. m. tgain for Perth, for instance, right in the
heax_*t of the grouse country, is filled and sent
on its way; then a second, a third, a fourth,
and a fifth if required, is backed up. to the
platform, filled and sent off at intervals. of a
quarter of an hour, until the vast assemblage

has melted, as it were, into the summer at- *

mosphere. -

Next morning.the daily papers.will gravel
state that “London is em}l;tg”g but to thge merza’
man in the street, there does not appear to be
any “appreciable ' diminution in the ordinary,
traffl.c. Go, however, to Mayfair, or visit Bei-
gravia, where are the town seats of the high
and mighty, and one will soon find that this
is literally true of the West End of the town.
Doors that erstwhile yawned a hearty welcome
and promised hospitable treatment inside are
now _fast shut and barred ; windows are-closed
in with heavy blinds, and an odd peep into in-
terlo.xfs.hgre and there reveals the fact that the
furniture’fittings are all swathed up in wind-
Jing sheets of canvas to sleep the sle¢p of obli-
vion until society shall return ‘to its own
again next February, when the king and queen
8o forth in state to reopen the:business of the
country at the houses of Parliament—The
Argonaut. K 3 -
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TAKING CARE OF GAME

—

There is one feature of the outing of sports-
men. that is seldom touched upon in th liter-
ature of the field ‘aind ‘stream; but which is be-
coming very important, and shotuld have at-
tention. This is.getting the game home, where
it can be made useful, and a source of delight
to the hunter and his' friends: - This branch of

the outing business is becoming more and

" more important, as the sportsman is yearly be-
ing compelled to go further and further from
home to find the game. :

¢ With. a little care and labor, at the right
time, game can be taken long distances and be
in perfect condition when the hunter has ar-

-rived home and sits down at his own table toa
game dinner, with a few good old friends, who
have been denied the pleasure of the outing,
but who enjoy a double pleasure in eating the

-game; and hearing the doughty sportsman- tell
of .his delightful experiences in the faraway
fields, where he alone had the pleasure of find-
ing and bringing the game to bag. :

The grouse and prairie chicken of the West-
ern.plains and sandhills are generally killed in
the fall :months, and when - the weather is
warm, and to keep them and get them home in
fmp conditiqn is' quite a task, and the result
quite urcertain, unless the proper care and la-
bor. are bestowed at the right time. :

he first step is to pull your grouse as soon
as you.can get to it.  If pulled as sobn as shot
and:given a good. shake, all of the blood will
have left it; then as-soon as you get to the
house, hang it up by the head. If you throw
yaur grouse into the wagon and depend ‘upon
drawing it at night'when you get to the house
or'camp, the gamie
and will. not bleed when drawn, and if the
weather'is hot, you need not try to take it
home, it will not he good. Allowing' the bird
to® cool -with the entrails in it detracts very

“much from its quality when you come to eat
it, no matter how soon afterward. This is
especially true of the sandhill grouse, which
gets no grain to eat, but lives upon the weed
seed,’and bugs, grasshoppers, etc., that they
‘pick up.- - : iy :
" 'When ready to pack for the home trip, do
your packing in the early morning. Wrap
each ‘grouse ‘in newspaper, and pack not less
than twenty-five grouse in a telescope or grip
which can be roped tightly.—Forest and

etream.
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SLIPPERY, BUT HARD TO SWALLOW

According to Mr. Vandersnickt, eels al-
ways go tail first when endeavoring to pass.
through any small opening or to escape
through the meshes of a net.: Not long ago
the water in a pond was found to_have risen
about 20 inches above its usual level. An .in-
spection of the grating at the overfall—which
was about 30 inches square and consisted of a

has‘become thoroughly cool -
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+the ‘prerogative iof. the crown’ was.vested in
the' person of his son the prince regent, after-
wards George IV, Brighton-by-the-Sea, Bath,
an“old inland “cure” station of the:Romans,
~and Leamington Spa in Shakespeare’s coun-
- try, were the chief centres of this relaxation
(not to forget Tunbridge Wells) by the pure
accident of the fact.that the Romans had
made.military roads to {}xgse places, and they
were fairly accessible, " Then when roads and

reported on by the game warden of ‘the pro-
wince, and that he had done all in his power to
catch the offenders and bring them to justice.
No reflection was intended on the zealousness -
or vigilance of the existing staff of wardehs,
the only ttouble is that at présent theit num-
bers are totally inadequate to cover the whole
ground, and it is obviously ridiculous tosexpect
'a man to patrol the coast and chase-poachers
in a row-boat. ] R
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of rock, 'a relief to mind and eye as well.  Here
are beaver still, black bear are numerous, and
rharten fairly so. In the lake are lusty trout;
but the solitude is vast and oppressive and it
was with a sense of relief that we left behind
the dizzy. walls of rock which seemed to hold
‘us as in @ vast prison and returned to the low-
er half of the lake with its green hillsides and
less awesome scenery.

I Foolgd: G B o o TR

Tegarding me with the same expresgion of
mingled indifference and mild: curiosify, but I
‘ontented myself with returning the  compli-
nt and refrained from further rifle practice
this kind of target, as I wanted to get some
ison and had not yet got rid of miy old fal-

of thinking that the noise of the rifle would

" my chances. ‘I wandered rotnd the hill

't without seeing anything . except some

s MEE RS

series of iron cross-bars and about one-third of
.an inch apart—revealed the fact that it was al-
most. completely blocked by the heads of a
number. of small eels which, in endeavoring
to pass through tail first, had stuck fast and
had been drowned. In order to.clear the grat-
ing, it was necessary to cut off the heads of
the eels and draw their bodies out one by one,

- —Sports ‘Afield.” % gy
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