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llmportant Amendments to the
Provincial Elections Act
Adopted.

«

Mr. Curtis Gets His Bill Through
—dJohn Oliver’s Little
Joke

Legislative Chamber, June 5, 1902.
Mr. Speaker took the 'chair at 2:30

Wt i QUESTIONS.

Mr. ‘Curtis asked, what 1ana acreage 1s
assessed and taxed by the provmoe?“

The Hon. Mr. Prentice replied, ’;‘?.,-
041,330 acres, exclusive of town lot8.”

Mr. Curtis asked: 1. Does thf audi-
tor, Mr. Goepel, make any report or re-
ports ‘during or at the end of the fiscal
year respecting the offices visited by him,
and giving the results of his examina-
tions? 2. If so,ds it the intention of the
government to submit same to the

ouse? :
HThe Hon. Mr, Prentice replied: “1.
The Inspector of Offices, Mr. Goepel,
makes periodicagI r,?ports during the
iecal year. 2. No.
hsMr. yE‘ulton asked the Chief Commis-
gioner of Lands and Works: 1. ‘What
re the te of the agreement with the
‘Western uly » ‘Lumber company,
limited, dated: 14th May, 1902, providing
for a _reserve of 130 square miles on
North Thompson  river and 'its tribu-
taries? 2. What is the authorized capi-
tal of said company? 3. Who are the
directors of said company? 4. Who are
the president and secretary of said com-
pany? 5. Is the government aware
whether any of the eaid lands reseryed
for .said compawy are agricultural or
meadow lands, and suitable for settle-
ment? . g

The Hon. Mr. Wells replied: “1. The
terms of the agreement are the same as
appears in a return to an order of the
House, dated Sth April, 1902. 2. $10,000,
with power to increase. 3. Geo. D. Scott,
Robert Relly, Robert Martin, Thos. E.
Atkins and W. J. Taaffe. 4. Thos. Ex
Atkins, president; Geo. D. Scott, secre-
tary. 6. No.”

DRUEPTION OF WORKMEN.

Mr. Ourtis, before moving the adop-
tion of the report on his bill respecting
Deception of workmen or employees;:
offered a couple of amendments, making
the act applicable to persons generally
instead of associations and organizations
only, which were adopted. .

Mr. Hunter moved the following as
new sections:

“4, It shall be unlawful for any per-
son doing business in this province, by
himself or by his agent or attorney, to
induce, influence or persuade a work-
man_not to change ‘from:one place to
another in this province, or to induce,
influence or ade a workman of
any calling or tall to keep away from
this province, through or by means of
deceptive representations, false advertis-
ing or false pretences: (a) concerning
the kind and character of the work to
be ~done, or amount and character of
the compensation to be paid for such
work, or the sanitary or other conditions
of the employment, or (b) as to the
existence or non-existence of a strike or
other trouble then pending between em-
ployer and employees,

“5. Any employer of this province who
has sustained any damages, by reason
of any of the things prohibited in sec-
tiou 4 of this act, shall have a right
of action for the recovery of such dam-
ages sustained - in .consequence. of the
false' or deceptive representatioms, false
advertising' and false pretences used to
induce such workman mot to change or
to change his place of = employment,
against any person directly or indirectly
causing such damages.”

The amendments were adopted.

he report was then adopted.

’ LEGAL PROFESSION.

The consideration of Mr. Martin’s bill
to amend the Legal Professions’ Act
was resumed in committee of the whole,
Mr. Clifford in the echair.

Mr. M hnx% proposed the following
new seckion, which was defeated:

‘4, Nothing in this act contained shall
be construed to give validity to any
purchase by a barrister or a solicitor of
the interest, or any part of the interest,
of ‘his client in any suit, action or other
cententious proceeding to be brought or
maintained, or to give validity to any
agreement by which a barrister or soli-
citor retained or employed to prosecute
any suit or action stipulates for payment
only in the event of success in such suit,
action or pi ing.”

The report was then adopted.

PROVINCIAL BLECTIONS.

Mr. Martin’s bill to amend the Pro-
vincial Elections’ Act was considered
in committee of the whole, Mr. Stables
in the chair. Several amendments were
adopted, and the committee rose and
reported progress.

Lhe rfollowing are the amendments
adopted in committee:

Section 11 of chapter 67 of the Re-
vised Statntes, 1897, being the Provin-
cial Belections Act, and the amendments
thereof, are hereby repealed, and the
following substituted therefor:

“Coliectors, their appointments
duties,

“11. The Lieutenant-Governor-in-Céun-
cil shall appoint for each electoral dis-
trict, or for any polling division of such
_district, as may be required from time
to time, a person to be collector, and
the duties of such collector shall be as
follows: )

“(a) To furnish-to anyone applying for

the same any of the first three forms in
the schedule hereto. without charge:
. “(b) To receive from any person offer-
ing the same'a sworn (or afirmed) ap-
p.eation to votein the Form Al in the
schedule hereto, and to insert the name
of such person in a list of persons claim-
ing to yote, which list shall be posted
up in the office of such collector, and a
copy thereof shall be placed in some
conspicuous place on the outside of the
door of such office; and such list shall
be according to the Form D - in the
schedule hereto. - The collector shall not
insert the name of any person upon such
list unless the said Form A as furish-
ed is in accordance with this act, and
shows such person to be entitled to be
pl‘a(cead on the register of voters:

(c) Baid list of persoms claiming to
vote shall be suspended from and after
the last Monday in March and Septem-
ber of each year, and all applications to
Yote received after the said last Monday
in March and September shail ‘be held
over until after the courts of revision
provxdqd for in sub-section (g) ‘hereof
respectively, when they shall- be posted

” (‘)pr as provided in sub-section (b) here-

‘and

“(d) Upon receiving within the period
‘of two weeks in the next preceding sub-
sectien mentione@ and prescribed, a writ-
ten objection (in the Form B in the
schedule hereto, or to the Ifke effect.)
to the name of any person so claiming to
vote being placed upon the register of
vot;em, the collector shal] forward a
notice through the post office, or in such
manner as he may deem advisable, to
the person - whose claim is objected to,
stating ‘the fact of such objection, the
name. of the person objecting, the
grounds of such objection, and that the
claim and objection will be heard at a
“time and place to be named by the ecol-
lector in such -notice; and such notice
shall be posted, or left with the per-
son objected fo, not less than six clear
days before the time fixed Tor the hear-
ing of eucl claim dnd objection:
*(eh To hear all such claims and ob-
jections, and to decide whether the name
* of the person objected to shall be placed
on the register of voters or not; and i

such decision be in the affirmative,
‘place such name on the register of vot-
ers accordingly: - ;

“(f) On the first Monday of May and
November, in each ‘and every year, the
collector shall hold a court of revision,
of ‘which two months’ notice shall be
given by him; such notice to' be published
in the British Columbia Gazette, and
copies of such. notice shall be posted in
the office of such collector and on'the
door of the principal court house ¢f the
électoral’ district, and in ‘not less than
three conspicuous places within the dis-
trict for whieh, or for the-polling divi-
sion whereof, he shall have been ap-
pointed:’ % '

‘“(g) Upon the holding of such court,
it shall be the duty of such collector
to hedr aud determine any or all objec-
tions against the retention of any name
or names on the ‘register of voters, as
settled at the previous revision, and on
the said list of persons claiming to vote,
as provided for in sub-gection (b) hereof
provided notice of every objection, and
the reason therefor, which may be in the
Form B in the schedule hereto, shall
have been giyen to the collector, by the
person objecting, fifteen clear days pre-
viously to the holding of such court, and,
that thé collector shall have forwarded,
twelve clear days before the holding™of
such court, a motice, through the post
office or in such manner as he may
deem advisable, to the person objected
to, stating the fact of such -objection, - the
ground thereof, and that the game will
be heard at the holding of sueh court.
It shall also be the duty of such collec-
tor to strike off the register of voters,
and off the said list of persons claiming
to vote, all names thereon of persons
who shall be dead, or shall have ceasell
to reside in the electoral district or rid-
ing for which said collector is acting;
before striking off the name of. any per-
Son ‘on account of his being dead, or of
his haying ceased to reside in the elec-
toral district or riding for which said
collector is acting, the collector shall,
unless in the case of death, such death
shall ‘be registered - under the ‘Births,
Deaths‘_ and Marriages Registration
Act,” give at least three weeks’ notice
of his intention to strike off such name,
by posting a letter to that effect, ad-|
dressed to euch elector at his last known
residence. Any person giving notice of.
objection to the collector, as provided in
this. sub-section, shall deposit the su
of one dollar with said collector for
every name objected to, which sum shall
be forfeited to the Crown:if the said
objection is not finally sustained and
shall be ‘refurned to such person if the
said objection is finally sustained. The
collector, . after seid- court, shall forth-
with make wup the register of voters,
which shall consist’ of the names on the
last register of voters (if any) not struck
off, and the names on such list of persons
claiming to vote not struck off. 'Dhe

voters, and it shall be the list used at
any election which may take place be-
fore the next revision has been com-
pleted.

“(h) In the event of any pemson whose
name is on the register of voters, or
upon such list of persons claiming to vote
for any electoral district:; or riding,
changing his residence, or changing or
abandoning his profession, trade of call-
ing, it shall be lawful, notwithstanding
anything contained in any law to the
contrary, for th ecollector of such elec-
toral district or' riding, and he shall,
upon the written request of any such
person and upon proof satisfactory fo
the collector that the person miaking the
request is the same ‘persen whose name
is on the register of voters or such list,
amend the register of voters or such list,
80 far as to collett the description of
residence, or profession, trade or calling
entered therein:

‘(1) "Dhe eollector may, at any time,
correct any error in the spelling or ini-
tias of any mame or the occupation of
any voter upon the register of voters,
or upon such list of persons.claiming to
vote: / ;

“(3) In the case of the first regieter of
veters, the same as made up as above,
shall be certified to by the collector, and
forwarded forthwith to tHe Kings® Prin-
ter, who shall print the same, and the
said register of voters shall be the list
used at any eleetion which may take
place before the next revision has been
completed. - After the first register of
voters for any e¢lectoral district or rid-
ing has been made up, the persons ad-
ded to such register of voters, and the
names struck off such register of voters,
and any other corrections made in such
register of voters, at each subsequent
revision shall be certified to by the col-
lector, and forwarded forthwith to the
King’s Primter, who shall print the
same, ‘'«

*(k) Printed registers of voters for any
electoral district or riding shall be fur-
nished by the King’s Printer for the
sum of twenty-five cents each. Written
copies of the register of voters, or any
part thereof, shall be furnished by the
collector for the sum of twenty-five cents
per one hundred words.

(L) The register of voters for any
electoral district or riding, as printed
by the King’s Printer, shall be congid-
ered the register of voters for such elec-
toral district or riding as it purports to
be; and any paper purporting to be a
register of voters, or_a lst of names
added, or a list of names struck off,
or a list of other corrections made in
the registér. of voters for any electoral
district or riding, and purporting to be
printed by the King’s Printer, shall be
received as prima facie evidence thereof
in all courts of law without any fur-
ther proof thereo®,

FORM A

Registration of ‘provincial voters.

'‘Application = for. registration to be
given to the collector,

Canada,
Bxiitis.h Columbia.

U Do

. do hereby apply to
have my name inserted in the *register
of voters for the eléctoral
district, and I do hereby make oath and
say (or solemnly affirm):

1. That I reside at'* in the

4 electoral district, and my
post office address is g . C.

2. That I am of the male sex, of the
full age of twenty-one years and a Brit-
ish subject. g
' 3 That I have been for a period of six
months immediately prior'to the
day of ; 9, a resident of
and domiciled within the province of
British Columbia, and that T have been
for a period of one month immediately
Drior to said date a resident of and
domiciled within the Electoral
district. !

4, 'l‘hgt I am in good faith a qualified
elector in said electoral district.

5. .’li'hattl am not registered as a pro-
Vineclal voter in any électoral distriet i
British~ Uolumbia.y oty

Sworn (or affirmed) hefore me at

o . in the province of British
Colnmbia, this day of
A, DL 19
: '\th&—z_&ny person applying for reg-
istration in any electoral district while
his name appears on the register of any
other district, is liable to .a penalty. of
fifty dollars._A.-ny person ‘who-takes ‘any
false afidavit (or afirmation), is guflty
of perjury and is liable to 14 years’ im-
pnson%ﬁmt. i
i e affidavit provided for i -
tion 8 of this act may swoxrl'nse(fr
affirmed before any justice of the peace,
mayor, reeve, alderman, councillor,
commissioner for taking affidavits in the
Supreme court, registrar of titles, de-
puty registrar of titles, notary . public,
collector of votes, provincial constable,
special. provincial constable, government
agent, government assessor, mining re-
corder, deputy mining recorder, ' judge
of " any ecourt, stipendiary magistrate,
municipal ‘aseessor, postmaster, post-
T&?e;: Ox!; lngéan agent, and no fee
s ‘ charg: for taking such -
davit or‘ afirmation. * e
5. The Lieutenant-Governor-in-Coun-
cili may appoint any person s a_com-
misstoner’ for taking ‘affidavits in the
Stipreme court. for a; limited period with-
out payment of any fee, for the purpose’
fo acting under this act,

colleetor- shall certify to said register of |°

Hon, Col. Prior presented the reports
of ‘the mining inspector on the Fernie
coal mines,

{The House adjourned at 6 o’clock.

: NIGHT SITTING. @ -

Mr. “Cuortis’ bill respecting Deception
in Kmploying Workmen and Employees
was read a third time and passed.

s LEGAL PROFESSION.

‘he, réport on Mr. Martig’s bill ‘to
amend -the 1. Professions’ Act, was
adopted. 4 AR

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC.

Mr. ‘Helmcken’s bill fo -amend ' the
Highway ‘rafic Regulation Act was
reported complete from committee of
the whole.

. CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.

The House went into committee of
the whole on Mr. Helmcken's bill to'
amend the Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals’ Act, Mr. Kidd in
the chair, > %

Mr, Oliver moved that the committee
rise, which was defeated.

Mr, Oliver amused himself by pro-
posing that the words, ‘‘two reputablg
citizens and & yveterinary  surgeon,
should be struck out, the words, f‘three
reputable barristers” substituted, in the
following - section: #
“Amny agent or officer of the society,
or of any branch thereof, may lawfully
examine, seize and destroy or cause to
be destroyed any animal found to be at
large, abandoned or in the possession
of any person who is not propgrly caring
for said animal, and appearing in the
judgment of two reputable citizens, or
by a veterinary surgeon, -¢called by him
to view the same I his presence, to be
mjured, disabled, 'diseased past recov-
ery, ‘or ‘unfit for' any wuseful purpose,”
Considerable time ‘was lost over the
exquisite joke of the honorable member
for Delta.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite protested
against turning thé proceedings into
ridicule and moved that the committee
rise- and report.
This was defeated, as well as Mr.,
Oliver’s aniendment. ;
Mr. Martin pointed out that the word-'
ing of the sectiom was very ambiguous,
and suggested that it be .allowed 'to
stand over so that it might be put into
clear, understandable terms. He moved
that the committee rise’ and report pro-
gTess.
This motion was defeated and - a
lengthy - and somewhat | heated debate
followed, there being a strong opposi-
tion to the bill manifested by a minor-
ity of the House. Finally the commit-
tee rose and reported: progress.
STEEL RAILS.
Mr. Garden’s bill to encourage .the
‘manufacture of steel rails in British
Columbia was considered- in committee
of the whole, Mr. Hawthornthwaite in
il_zﬁ chair. The committee reported the
111,
The House the_n adjourned till 10:30

o’'clock this morning.
‘A PRESENTATION.

Immediately after adjournment, the
members of the gpposition assembled in
the Maple committee room and * sum-
moning Mr. Robert. F. Green, the effi-
cient whip, presented him with the fol-
lowing address -and a wvaluable gold
wateh suitably insecribed:

Dear Mr. Greén,—At the close of a long
and arduous session, the members of the
opposition 'desire to express their apprecia-
tion of your services to the party in the
capacity of whip. The duties devolving
upon you havel ever been discharged with
scrupulous care and unfafling  courtesy,
That the party which began the ‘sessiom
an aggregation of wunits, has emerg:
therefrom as a powerful and harmonious
organization is due, in no small measure,
to_your tact and discipline.

Strong as our political ties are; our feel-
ings of persond]l friendship towards you
are stronger, still your general. kindliness
and hopefulness have done much to: aid
in the work accomplished by the opposition
during the present session—a work of which
we, as a party, are proud and for which
'we have every reason to believe the coun-
try is extremely grateful.

That you may earry with you a souvenir
of our appreciation, we beg you to mccept
this address and .accompanying gift as a
slight token of régard.

In conclusion, we trust that Mrs. Green
and yourself may long enjoy health and
prosperity.

Signed by Mr. McBride and all the mem-
bers of the opposition.

Legislative Chamber, June 6, 1902.

Mr, Speaker took the chair at 10:45
a. m.

Mr. Oliver complained that the return
regarding the Columbia & Western rail-
way did not include . correspondence
which, he was informed, was in posses-
sion of the government.

- A bill to amend the ‘Assessment Act
was read a first time on motion of Hon.
Mr. Prentice.

KITIMAAT AND HAZELTON.

Hon." Col. Prior ;moved the second
reading. of a bill to.aid construction of
a railway from Kitimaat to Hazelton.
The proposed  railway would be the
first link_in an -all-Canadian road - to
Yukon. It started at the head of Kiti-
maat Arm at a point about 36 hours
sail from Victoria, and would traverse
a ffine agricultural and timber country;
including the Kitimaat valley, which
was well known for its fertility. There
could be no doubt about the great bene-
fit of such a road on the development
of the Northern portion of the province.
The number of miners already in that
country and the mining and other in-
dustries proposed to be carried on would
afford immediate business for the road.
He had every confidence in presenting the
bill to the House, feeling that it would
meet the support which such an import-
ant undertaking deserved. )

Mr, McPhillips opposed the bill.. He
did not consider the aid proposed, $5,000
a mie, sufficient to ensure the building
of the road. He did not believe in cash
subsidies at all, but he claimed the gov-
ernment shomld have brought down a
proposal which would have secured the
immediate construction of this and the
other railways. He was not prepared
to say how this could be done, but inti-
mated that the oppesition had discover-
ed a method by which they counld cause
railways to be built without cost to the
country. He continued with a lengthy
attack upon the government, individually
[and - collectively, with uncomplimentary
references. to My, . Greénshields. He
made his aceustomed enlogy of the Great
‘Northern  Railway company, which
would, he declaréd, build railways ‘to-
morrow, immediately,” if properly ap-
proached by the government.

Mr. Curtis alse opposed. the second
reading. - ‘Among other charges which
he made against the gavernment was
one to the' effect that the information
published regarding Bulkley Valley was
misieading and that the people who
were going in there to settle were being
deluded by the administration. He
strongly favored a railway from Kiti-
maat to Hazelton, but he opposed. the
bill because the aid proposed was not in
the shape of a loan. 4

Mr. Hunter replied in  support of
the 'second reading. He pointed out
that Mr. McPhillips had, in the debate
on the Loan Bill last session, strongly
favored the C. P. R. in preference to a
foreign corporation. Mr., McBride had
also declared on that occasion that the
government would take immediate steps
to secure the immediate construction of
the Coast-Kootenay railway by a ze-
sponsible, company, intimating that the
V., V. & E. or the parties represented by
Mr. Bodwell were not respousible. Mr.
Hunter had an interview with Mr. J. J,
Hill' at St. Paul, on May 21, 1901, and
Mr. ‘Hill had .informed him that if Mr.
Pierrepont Morgan would agree to join
in the enterprize he might undertake
the construction of the Coast-Kootenay
road, but by a different route from that
proposed by the government. Mr. Mor-
gan was then in ‘Burope and Mr. Hill
told Mr. Hunter that if he had a favor-
able reply from Mr, Morgan he would
communicate with him (Mr. Hunter.) As
he had not heard from Mr, Hill he na-
turally concluded that -the proposition
had been:dropped: :In:conversation Mn
Hill had told" him that' the terms  of

‘| ments on' the railway

"w- '} & >~ i
ra g
! mi %k a'.country,
7 wteed : "‘“ﬁ‘z o ould repay
g r-enterprize: no bonus w
Ffor ‘the building of it~ 41‘09
| Continuing,. MY. Hunter 'scored 'MF.
MoPhillips  on his contradictory state-

nestion, Hel;:g
‘denounced land subsi and deelaréd
‘his atter abhorrence of '‘cagh bonusés, yet
he wanted the government to haye rail-
ways bnilt immediately. How did the
opposition . propose $o accomplish. the
-wonderful feat of building railways with-
out cost? They had accused the govern-
ment of attempting too much in the way
of railway development, but he asked
them "if popular demand and thé needs
of the province did not justify all and
more thau the government proposed. He
‘would - favor increasing the bonus if
necessary to secure the building of this
and the other railways. It must be
remembered ' that the war ‘was over,
money would soon be easier and the
province would be able to secure all the
funds necessary -to -prosecute the de-
velopment of the province. He looked
upon this railway and that from Mid-
way to Vernon as two of the most impor-
tant proposed, and had much pleasure in
supportipg the second reading..

Mr. MecBride claimed that Mr. Hun-
ter opposed the -building of the Coast-
Kootenay last year. aeclaring it un-
necessary and that it could not be made
a commercial success, yet now he was
supporting the bill to aid that road.

Mr. Hunter claimed that My. McBride
was misrepresenting him, He had ex-
pressed the opinion that the middle sec-
tion of the railway counld not be ‘made to
pay and was unnecessary. He was still
of the same opinion.

Mr. McBride denied that he had’ ever
intimated, or intended to intimate, that
the V., V. & B. was not a responsible
company.  He followed this by his usual
attack on Hon. Col. Prior, and at 1
o’clock moved the adjournment of the

. AIFTERNOON SITTING.

The House reassembled at 2:30 p. m.,
and Mr, MoBride continned his remarks.
He charged the government with having
abandoned their first railway policy, and,
at the demand of political -wire-pullers,
bringing down a number of useless bl.llS
under which no railways would be built,
The present policy of the government
Theant ruin to the provinee, for there wrs
no hope of development  without rail-
ways.' He was proceeding to attack Mr.
Martin, and-was called to order.

Mr. MdBride demanded the same right

as that accorded to Mr: Martin, who had
made a long speech directed against him-
self. He shouted that he wanted fair
play, and insisted on being heard.
Mr. Speaker said ‘Mr. Martin’s speech
was the outcome of a long -series of
personal attacks, which’ Mr. MeBride
had started, and he would not permit
any more such speeches.

Mr. McBride said the Kitimaat and
‘Hagelton railway. was a local enterprize,
and he asked why.- construction should
be delayed until the company secured
aid from.the Dominion, and the control
of rates, etc., be thus surrendered to the
Dominion government. He argued that
the province should aid provincial rail-
ways so as to make them independent
of Dominion subsidies, and thus retain
control of the rates. He held that the
aid to be given a local railway was quite
different from that given to a transconti-
uental road. In aiding raflways, the local
conditions and requirements. should be
congidered, it was not good policy to
treat all railways alike. The terms of
the bill were indefinite and unbusiness-
like, it was not designed to secure the
construction of the railway, and he
moved the following amendment:

To strike out all the words after
“That” and to insert in lieu thereof: ‘it
is not adyvisable to pass, any Bill pro-
viding for aid, leaving it to the gov-
ernment to enter into the agreements
with the railway companies = without
submission to the House for ratification;
and that the bill should be one confirming
agreements for immediate construction,
and thereby prove to the country that
the railways are to be immediately con-
structed—not: tie passage of a measure
that 'means no railway construction in
the immediate future:

“Also, that the bill should have at
east made provision for the contract being
made with such company or firm as
would first put up the requisite security,
guaranteeing the earliest econstruction of
the railway, and that no contract sl}oul.d
be entered into by the government until
security were given.”

Mr, Speaker ruled the amendment out
of order as having been already dis-
posed of in connection with another bill.

The second reading was then carried
on the following division:

Yeas—Messieurs.—MecInnes, Gilmour,
Stables, Hayward, Helmcken, Prentice,
Dunsmuir, HEberts, Smith, A. W.. Elli-
son,Clifford, Wells, Prior, Hall, Rogers,
‘Hunter, Dickie and Mounce—18.

‘Nays—Messieurs—Smith, E. C., Oliver,
‘Hawthornthwaite, ‘Gifford, Garden, Ful-
son; Curtis, Munro, Tatlow, Green, Mc-
Bride, Murphy, McPhillips, Taylor and
Kidd—15.

ASIATIC IMMIGRATION.

Hon.' 'Col. Prior moved the second

reading of a bill to regulate Immigration
into British Columbia. He said attempts
had been made from time to time to
pase legislation which would check the
influx of Chinese and Japanese, but all
acts in that direction had been disal-
lowed and all efforts to induce the Do-
minion government to so-increase the
head tax as to make it prohibitory had
been in vain. It was, therefore, incum-
bent upon the government of the prov-
ince to take such steps ‘as were within
its powers to check the immigration of
these Orientals; who were a great detri-
ment to the workingmen and to indus-
tries to this province. He had every
confidence that the bil would secure the
unanimous support of the House. (Ap-
plause.)
.| Capt. Tatlow congratulated the Hon.
the Minister of Mines on introducing the
bill. It was almost word for word the
same as a bill which he had introduced
last session, and which had worked sat-
isfactorily until disallowed at Ottawa.
He cheffed Hon.. Col. Prior for having
appropriated his bill, although he ex-
pressed his satisfaction at seeing it
brought down.

Hon! Col. Prior—‘“Where did you get
your ‘bill ¥’

Capt. Tatlow—*I copied it from the
Natal Act.” (Laughter.)

Mr. McPhillips would not support the
bill if he thought it was an attempt to
carry out Mr. Martin’s policy of passing
legislation in defiance of the Dominion,
much as he desired the exclusion of the
Chinese, but he considered the present
measure might be passed and submitted
to the courts to determine whether it
was intra vires of the provifcial legisla-
tion or infringed upon Dominion or Im-
perial prerogative.

Mr. Martin could not agree with the
suggestion that this Legislature should
submit this or any other bill to the
courts before attempting to enforce its
provisions. He did not consider ‘the
Provincial Legislature subordinate to ‘the
Dominion parliament.” The Legislature
of the provinee was of more importance
t6 the people of the province than the
Dominion parliament and its acts affect-
ed the people of the province more in-
timately. The question of disallow-
ance was mot one for the decision of the
Minister of Justice, for the measure that
was ultra vires of the Provincial Legis-
lature was bad.from the outset, and not
worth the paper it was written on. But
it had been the custom, when a provin-
cial act was calculated to affect the gen-
eral policy of the Dominion to dissallow
that act. . Such-an instance was that of
the Lake Bennett Railway Company’s
Act, which was recently disallowed, be-
cnuse negotiations were pending between
Canada and the United States with re-
gard to the boundary. That was cleax:ly
a case in which disallowance was justifi-
able. e had pointed out when that
railway bill was before the Legislature
that the province should not attempt to
grant the charter while the Boundary
question was nnsettled. He held, how-
ever, that in strictly provincial matters,
‘where the- jurisdiction’ of’ the province

d not war- | ih
a8 & busi:

e g L

: a e of the le of
the province.  The Dominlonpel%fd at-
tempted to- dietate to Manitoba in the
matter of railways, but persistent agi-
tation and the demands of a united
people had forced the Ottawa authorities
from their position, and had given free-
dom in railways to the province, (Ap-
plause.) #

Mr. MeBride said. there was a differ-
ence of opinion as to the constitutional
aspect of the bill, but he held that the
British Ngrt'l.n America Act gave the
provinces jurisdiction over their domes-
tie n@[a{rs including immigration, ‘The
troub.e'm‘t.he; past had been due mainly
to the dense ignorance of the people of
the Eastern provinces with regard to
the Chinese question, they did not un-
derstand the conditions existing here, and
had no sympathy with the people of
British Columbia in the loss and incon-
venience, they suffered from Asiatic
labor. 'He was firmly of opinion that the
only way to secure the Tights of the prov-
ince ‘was- to pass the bill before the
House, which had worked so well during
the sho'rt time it remained in force last
year. The passing of the bill should be
followed up by stroug representations at
Ottawa and London, sb as to impress the
melmon_ and Imperial governments
with the justice of the case of the prov-
ince. He took mo stock in the argument
that the anti-Asiatic legislation passed
in this House had ever affected Imperial
matters in the smallest degree.

}';{on. Mr. Eberts spoke of the success-
ful working of the aet, which had been
passed, at the initiative of Capt. Tatlew,
in 1900, until it was disallowed by the
Dominion last year. The Dominion gov-
ernment held that the act was an inter-
ference with certain rights elaimed. by
the Domidion under the British North

ingly. - He read from his letter to the
Minister of Justice as follows:

“This act, of which the short title is
the ‘British Columbia Immigration Act,
1900,” is now chapter 11 of the statuteg
of 1900. ‘It prohibits the immigration
into British Columbia of persons who are
unable to satisfy a prescribed education-
al test. Ample discretionary power: is
conferred upon ‘the Provineial Secretary
to - issue certificates exempting certain
Dersons from the operation of the act.
There is, therefore, no danger of the
movements of Japanese merchants and

feared by His Imperial Japanese Ma-
Jjesty’s comsul. It should be assumed that
the power couferred will be intelligently
exercised. The framer of the act was
very careful not to trespass.upon the
Dominion domain, as sub-section (f.) of
section 2 provides that this legislation
shall not apply to any persons, the terms
of whose entry into Canada have been
fixed, or whose exclusion from Oanada
has been ordered, by any act of the par-
silament of Canada.

_"'1‘_he act,” therefore, seems clearly
w1th_1n the powers conferred upon the
provinces relative to immigration by sec-
tion Y5 of the British- Nerth America
Act. The Legislature of this province,
it is submitted, is the best judge of the
policy of such legislation. - The members
of the legislature have an' intimate
knowledge of the conditions obtaining
in this province, and their views, which
have found expression in this act, should
not- lightly be disregarded.”

. In his report to the Governor-General-
in-Council on the disallowance of the act,
the Minister of Justice said:

“The undersigned opserves that chap-
ter 11, being an act respecting immigra-
tion, is apparently intendéd to have effect
only 'in so0 far as it is authorized by
section 95 of The British North America
Act, and that the provincial statute
would be superseded whenever Dominion
legislation repugnant to it is enacted.
The educational test imposed by the act
is mot perhaps a very severe one, ex-
cept in so far as it may in any case
involve translation from Knglish into
another European language, but as par-
liament has already legislated with re-
gard to the subject of immigration, and
has mot seen fit o impose any educa-
tional requirement whatever, the present
act seems$ incousistént with the general
policy of the law, and the undersigned
considers that in cases where foreign
relations are involved, it is not at present
desirable that the uniformity of the im-
migration laws should be interfered
with 'by special provincial legislation. It
must be remarked also, that inasmuch
as the Provincial Act empowers the
Provincial Secretary, or any officer ap-
pointed by the government of the prov-
Ince for the purpose, to exempt any im-
migrant from the operation of the act;
the effect of the legislation virtually is
to prohibit immigration of those not pos-
sessing the statutory qualifications, un-
less the provincial authorities dispense
therewith, which they may do for any
cause deem sufficient, thus really plac-
ing- in the hands of the officers of the
provincial government an absolute dis-
cretion to deal differently with different
natiounalities or with the same or dif-
ferent classes of individuals of the same
nationality, thereby giving scope for
discrimination, which Your Excellency’s
government, although not responsible for
the administration of the law, might
be called upon to explain or justify.”

The government had no intention of re-
ceding from the stand which they had
taken in 1900, and would carry out the
provisions of this act, if it passed the
House, as prom&&l}y and as efficaciously
as theé act of 1 was enforced by the
provincial officers before it was disallow-
ed. During Hon. Mr. Dunsmuirs’ visit
to London he proposed laying the ques-
tion of Asiatic immigratibn before the
Hon. the Colonial Secretary. It was
also hoped that ‘the Dominion govern-
ment might accept the suggestion of the
Hon. Joseph Chamberlain" and pass leg-
islation similar te the Natal Act. He
concluded by assuring the. House that
the government would spare no effort to
secure the exclusion of Japanese and
Chinese from the province. (Applauge.)

Mr. Helmcken proposed that the House
should put the act through all its stages
at the present sitting, so that Mr. Duns-
muir, with this bill and the resolutions
adopted earlier in the session, might ap-

roach the conference well armed with
the concentrated expression of opinion
of the people of British Columbia. (Ap-
plause.) - y

The second reading was adopted, and
the bill, . was taken up -in committee
of the whole, Mr. Oliver in the chair,
and reported -compiete,

The rules were then suspended - and
the bill: passed its third reading amid
applause from both sides of the House,

WORKMEN'S WAGES.

Hon.Mr. Kberts moved the second read-
ing of a bill to secure payment of wages
for labor performed in the construction
of public works. He explained the chief
provisions of the bill, which are as fol-
lows:

In case a contractor for the construc-
tion of a public work, let under con-
tract_with His Majesty, or a_member of
the Executive council for British Co-
lumbia, acting for and ou behalf of His
Majesty, or any sub-contrdetor, in the
kconstruction of any such punblic work,

makes default in the payment of the
wages of any foremam, ‘workman or
laborer, or by any team employed on
the work, if the claim for such wages or
sum is filed in the office of the member
of the Executive council entering into
the contraet for and on behalf of His
Majesty, or having the supervision of the
execution: 'of the contract ~where the
same is made with His Majesty, not lat-
er than two months after the same be-
comes due, and satisfactory proof there-
of is furnished to him, he may cause
such claim to be paid, to the extent of
any moneys or securitiées at the time of
the ‘filing of the said claim in the hands
of the Crown for securing the perform-
ence of the contraet.

‘Where any subsidy, advance, loan, or
bonus of money is authorized by the l8g-
islature to be granted to any company
or person towards the construction of
any railway or other work it shall, in the
absence of special provieion by the legis-
lature to thé/contrary;-be-deemed 2 con~
dition’ of-the grant: that so much of the
money may be“retdined as'the Lieuten-

America ‘Act, and disallowed it accord- | ed

travelers being interfered with, as is|,

¢ | ant-Governor-in-Cotitiell may think prop-

er to secure the payment of claims for
wages of persons employed on such rail-
Way or other work, whether by such
company or by any contractor or sub-
contractor, or for sums dne or to become
due ‘for Ighor ef persons or teams so
employed: and in the event of any such
claim for such wages or for any such
Sum' remaining unpaid for thirty days
after mnotice thereof has been served on
such member-of the Executive coumgil
as may be.charged with the duty of see-
Ing that the conditions upon which such
aid is granted, and the provisions of the
act of the .Legislature respecting the
same, are duly carried out, the Lieuten-
ant-GGovernor-in-Council may, upon being
satistied that such claim is due and un-
paid, direct that it be paid, together
‘with all proper cpsts and charges in con-
Dection therewith opt of any moneys so
retained. .

”Mr. MdBride approved of the bill.
There had been glaring instances in the
Past of workingmen being defraunded of
their wages by unscrupulous contractors,
and he hoped the bill would meet the
support of the House.

Mr. Gilmour was very pleased to sup-
port the bill. There was one case in
which workmnien on a public contract had
been cheated out of their wages, and he
hoped the government would place a
sum in the supplementary estimates to
indemnify " their loss.

Capt. Tatlow- also supported the hill,
and endorsed the remarks of Mr. Gil-
mour,

Mr. Green said the case of the Prince-
ton workmen had been before the Pub-
lic Accounts -committee, and he hoped
the government would act upon the re-
port of that committee.

Mr. Curtis approved of the bill, but
thought it should go further and include
is.ll companies doing business in the prov-
nee.

The second reading was .then adopt-

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Mr. Hal_l presented the first report of
the committee on Public Accounts.

Mr. Green claimed the right to pre-
sent a minority report.

Mr. Speaker ruled the report out of
order on the ground that it proposed the
expenditure of public money.

FIRST READINGS.

The following bills were introduced
and read a first time:

3?’ Kidd—To amend the Arbitration

(s

Mr. Martin—To Provide for Trial by
Jury in certain cases under the Min-
eral Act. X

Hon. Mr. Eberts—Relating to Subsi-
dized 'Works.

The House adjourned at 6 o’clock un-
til 8:30 p.m.

NIGHT SITTING.

Hon. Mr. Prentice moved the second
reading of a bill to amend the Assess-
ment Act. He explained the object of
the bill was to encourage the placer an
dredging industry by relieving from
taxation small concerns, the gross out-
put of which did not exceed $2,000 per
sDpum.

Mr. Curtis eriticized the government
for not having evolved a scheme through
which taxation would be equalized
throughout the province. He accused the
government with instructing the Sur-
veyor of Taxes not to make any serious
Iieparture from the present assessment
-W.

Hon. Mr. Prentice denied emphatically
that any. such instructions had = been
given. The Surveyor of Taxes had been
told to draft an assessment act to the
best of his ability, without regard to
existing laws.

Mr. Curtis continued to criticize the
report of the Surveyor of Taxes and
claimed that the arrears had largely in-
creased, with no hope of their ever being
collecte.

Hon. Mr. Prentice said, out of $500,-
000 of arrears he would collect $325,000
this year.

Mr. Curtis suggested that lands two
yelars in arrears for taxes should be
sold.

Hon. Mr. Eberts pointed out that the
present law. provided for tax sales.

Mr. Curtis declared the tax on mines
was unfair. It bore too heavily on low
grade ores, and he ‘went on to argue that
the 2 per cent, tax on the gross output
represented in some ¢éases a tax of 24
per cent. on the profits. He .asked the
government to accept the following
amendment: ¢ Lk

“Notwithstanding anything contained
in said section 10 of chapter 179, as
enacted by said section 5 of said chap-
ter 38, in fixing the assessed value of
the ore mentioned therein, the fair cost
of the actual mining of the same (not
including therein the salaries of offi-
cials who are not workmen in or about
the mine): shall not be included in such
value, and in case of dispute between the
assessor and the owner of the ore as to
what such fair cost should be, the mat-
ter shall be referred to the Provincial
Mineralogist and he shall fix such cost;
and -there shall be no appeal from his
finding with regard to the same.”

To add a new section as follows:

‘““The tax provided for in such section
10, as enacted by said section 5, shall
not be levied for two years, beginning
with the first day of July, 1902.”

©Capt. Tatlow suggested that in addi-
tion to the present exemptions, the pay-
roll of the mine should be exempted from
taxation.

Mr. McBride congratulated the govern-
ment -on the bill, which he felt sure
would meet with general approbation.
He thought the government might very
well go further and accept Capt. Tat-
low’s suggestion.

Speaking of the taxation of railway
engineers’ incomes; Mr. McBride said he
was informed the tax was based on the
income of a ‘single month of the year,
in which the men worked over-time and
made more than in other months.

Mr. Prentice said the tax 'was based
on figures' covering the year, furnished
by the C. P. R.

Mr. McBride would also like to see the
exemption on personal property increas-
ed in the interests of the farmers,.

Hon. Col. Prior said there had been
many complaints regarding the taxation
of mines, but it was a very difficult
question to deal with, and there were
many opinions as to what should be
done. There was no'doubt that the 2
per cent, tax bore heavily on some of
the low-grade properties.” He thought
Capt. 'latlow’s suggestion to exempt the
payroll a good one, and worthy of con-
sideration. . He was inclined to think
that the best way to solve the question
would be the appointment of a commis-
sion of practical men who would make
a thorough investigation and report on
some plan which would be’ fair to all.

The second reading was adopted.

COLUMBIA & WESTERN.

The' bill to amend the Columbia &
Western Railway Subsidy Act, 1896,
was  considered in committee of the
whole on message from the Lieutenant-
Governor, Mr. Hunter in the chair. The
company was empowered to build a rail-
way between Midway and Penticton as
& part of its main line, and known as
sections five and six, and at the request
of the government it surrendered its
tights to build those sections to Mac-
kenzie & Mann. The Columbia & West-
ern, however, built the portion of the
road known as section 4, and in that way
earned its land grant of 20,000 acres &
mile from .Christina lake to Midway.
The bill provides for the granting and
selection of these lands,

_Hon. Mr. Wells explained the provi-
sions of the bill, but Messrs. Oliver, Cur-
tis and Kidd objected to the committee
reporting the bill for. first reading, on
the ground that the government had
withheld information bearing upon the
transaction.

_Mr. Martin gave a clear exposition of
the cireumstances which led up to the
present bill, showing that the Columbia

graut, which it was now proposed to
give them.

Hon, Mr. Eberts, in explanation of the
alleged withholding of information, grg
duced 'some memoranda which he ha

jotted down at a meeting of the couneil
when the question was under considera-
tion, and explained that those motes
‘could not. be classed as correspondence
‘bearing on the subject. The govern-
‘ment, however, had mno desire and o

& Western had fairly earned the land 4

Occasion ‘to éonceal Anything in .
tion with t,hg transaction. flenthlff‘i””'
ceeded to give & history of the T
kenzie & Mann contract for the cop.
struction of the V., V ., and 'ﬁk
subsequent negotiations betw‘eon ﬂ‘.f
and the Columbia & Western, which leg
the latter to relinquish their right 1
build from Pentieton to Midway, }1:
showed very clearly that the Columl;
gzml?t’esteﬁn hhad fairly earned the |y,
t, which was provi in the
ot G P ded for in th,

Finally the committee rose

ed progress,
FISHERIES ACT.

The bill to amend the Fishcrio. Aot
Wwas reported from committoe f .
whole, Mr. Hunter in the chair, a1 ;.. .
a first time, o
The House adjourned at 11 Do)
10.30 this morning. o

and repgrt.

Two Steamers
From Orient

Indravelli énd Duke of Fife gt
Outer Wharf From Ching
and Japan.

8tr. Willapa Tskes Large Num.
ber North—Queen OCity Re-
turns From Coast.

(From Friday’s Daily.)
Two Oriental linérg reached po
terday, the Northern ~Pacific
Duke of Fire.and the Indravel
sixth liner within five days to
the onter wharf. The Indravelli, (.
Craven, of the Portland & Orienta] |
paid bher first visit to this port, ap
sufficient trade can be worked yj,
the three steamers of this line,
are monster freighters, will call at
toria on both their inward and outwy|
voyages. Capt. C. «C. Cherry, of Pu-
land, who, with Mr. Craig, of the 0. ;.
& N. company, arrived in the city 1
meet the steamer and transact her locy]
business, says arrangements are beiny
nrade towards the end of making =
toria the first and last port of
the steamers, if the necessary coum
tions and trade can be built up.
customs arrangements here are fivor-
able, and with other facilities, it i«
likely that the arrangement will be con-
pleted, and the Indrasamha, Indrapwa
and Indravelli will hereafter be !
to the already large list of steamers
which connect Victoria with the Orien:,

The Indravelli left Yokohama on De-
cember 20 and had an uneventful pacs-
age, not & wind disturbing the calmness
of the great ocean. She brought a (-
go of 6,000 tons of general freight, rhe
mn;iorit{J of which was through busi-
ness. Nothing was landed here. Tlhe
steamer brought a large number of steer-
age passengers, the majority of whon
landed here. She:lunded 98 Chinese aud
10 Japanese and 29 Japanese were taken
on to Portland.. The steamer is a ves
sel of 8,000 dead weight, and is one of
the Indra line, owned by Royden & Co.,
of Liverpool.

Steamer Duke of Fife, which follow-
ed the steamer Indravelli into port,
brought a large general cargo, including
everything from jute bags to joss sticks,
and about 200 tons was landed at the
outer wharf. The steamer bhrought no
saloon and 100 steerage passcngers, of
whom 7Q were landed at the outer
wharf. - The 98 landed from the Indra-
velli . proceeded to Vancouver on the
Charmer. o

QUEEN CITY IN PORT.

West Coast Steamer Brings Number of
Passengers.

Steamer Queen ©Gity,°Capt. Townsend,
returned from Ahousett and way ports
cn the West Coast yesterday afternoon,
bringing news that Mr. Starbuck, who
took an option on the claims of Messsr.
Talbot, Eik and Jacobsen, and placed a
number of miners at work, has disap-
peared, leaving the miners minus their
pay, and now the miners have seized the
claim, for which Messrs. Talbot, Eik
and Jacobsen were not paid. The
amount claimed by the miners for wages
i{s between eight and nine hundred dol-
lars.

The stesmer signtea a small schooner
in the NStraits well over on the United
States side, evidently bound wup the
Sound. She brought little news from
the coast. The Indians are still sealing
off shore, and a ‘Chinaman brought up a
consignment of skins from Clayoquot.
The passengers who arrived on the
steamer  included ~thrge boiler-makers,
who have been repairing the fog horn at
Carmanah; J. Holiand, contractor for
the buildings erected at the cable sta-
tion at Bamfield Creek, and a nufber of
employees ou the Alberni-Clayoquot
{elegraph line; R. Elliott, W. Ford, A.
A. McDonald. Mrs. Franklin, Mr. East-
on, R. W. Wood, P. J. Quinlivan, D. H.
Harris, Geo. Penketh, J. Basso, C.
Schultz, T. Noyo, 8. \H. Matin, W. J.
Neil, H. E. Newton, F. V. Hobbs, Mrs.
Baird, J. Thompson and A. E. Robert-
son.

FINDING LUMBER.

Quantities of New Timbers Being Waesh-
ed on Washington Coast.

The upturned schooner sighted by‘tho
Jabes Howes, squthwest of Cape Flat-
tery, if it was an upturned schooner—for
some say it was probably the dead whale
recently towed in—is believed by maus
to have been a lumber: carrier, for the
schooner Commerce, recently arrive
Port Townsend, reports passing thr
a large quantity of heavy lumber
off the Cape, and O. L. Willoughby,
well known timber and oil land cruiser,
returned from & ‘protracted stay on tbe
bench below Flattery, reports that the
shore line for several miles is strewn
with ten by ten pieces twelve feet long
and marked “P. M. Co.” which is t'e
brand of the mills at Port Gamble and
Port Ludlow operated by the }’uget Mill
company. The size of the sticks wc;uM
indicate that some vessel carrying a Port
Pirie cargo had lost the lumber. Tim-
ber of the sizes mentioned is usually
carried on deck, which gives .gronnd:
for the hope that the vessel involved
probably only lost her deckload, though
this is purely speculative. Mr. W 11;
loughby reports that settlers and land
stakers in the vicinity are building hou-
ses out of the lumber, which is piled up
on the shore by the action of the heavy
seas which beat up on the beach when-
ever there is the slightest wind prevail-
ing,

WILLAPA SAILS.

Steamer Willapa sailed for Naas auc
way ports last night, with a full comp
ment of passengers and an aver:
freight. Her passenger accommo:
tion was crowded and some of the jia~-
sengers had to be berthed in hastily pro-
pared bunks in' the ’tween decks. A
number of Chinese deck passengers. =
many as could be m-commodntmi.'“»
also taken North by the steamer. Thox
who ' sailed from here on the 1lay
were: Rev. Arch. Collison, Rev. W.
Collison,,J. M. Collison, for Naas; ]

s rker, S. A. Spencer,
Bay; Miss Soal, Mrs. Keen, Metlak
W. F. Best, S. Baxter, Mrs. Mor
W. A. Wadhams, M. English, . Sy
vester, H. Clifton, M. Ryder, Mr. Mon
ton, John Clayton, of Bella Coola: D
Bolton, of Port Simpson; Mr. Fran
Good Hope; Mrs. Chambers, for Wau-
nock; Mr, Manuel, Robt. Cunningham.
of Post Hssington; and P. Larsen and
party of 20 fishermen, for Wadham™
camnery, Rivers Inlet.
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