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Hoskins)Mrs. (Dr.) Kean, 
author of the acc, 
music, "Th# Riders of the Plains," 
1» ,a native ' born Canadians (he third 
daughter of the la te-L. Hoskins, a pion­
eer of ihe Northumberland county, 
Ontario. Ontario wae badly off tor 
schools and teachers lit Ita early days 
of sett'ement, and aa Mr. Hoaklna was 
the only one in hi» dlatrlet with a 
university education, he was requested 
by his fellow sett er» to take charge of 
the district school, and hence taught 
school for many years after coming to 
this country. Mrs. Keane got her classi- 
va education from hor father, and pass­
ed through the \arious grades of the 
public and high schools of her native 
province, Ontario, lier father having
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teacher or not. After finishing her 
school course, she married Dr. M. J. 
Keane of Dublin, ire’and, nephew of the 
late Rev. Dr. Keane of,Toronto. On her 
maternal side, Mrs. Keane is connected 
with" a number of oM French Canadian 
families, one of whose ancestors, de 
Courtemanche <le- ftepentiguy, held the 
Traverse against Wolfe at the time of 
the Conquest.

Mrs. Keane Is the author of several 
songs, among which is “The Colonials 
and the Flag," approved by His Majes­
ty as Canadian Empire Day song, and 
which Is under the patronage of Lord 
Minto. former governor general, and 
Lord Grey, present Governor General 
of Canada. This song was written and 
originally sold for the Canadian South 
Afriban Memorial fund. “The Riders el 
the Plaine", the words and music of- 
which we give In the present issue 
Is esteemed one of the genis of Cana­
dian literature. .Mrs, JÉeane is also well
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LADY vVhO IS QUEEN'S
GREATEST FRIEND

Miss Knollys Has Position of Great 
Influence st British Court

London. April 8. — Miss Knollys is 
one of those very important personages 
at court who remain a great deal Jn 
the background. In the great state 
ihnctlpns by the rules of-procedure, she 
plays hut a comparatively minor part, 
and Is seen very little in general so­
ciety. except when in attendance on 

Tet Miss Knollys is the
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the queen, 
one member ol heir household whom 
her majesty probably regards as In­
dispensable. Some of thti great 
ladies of the court, as for example, 
the duchess of Bwccleuch dr Lady 

i Gdsford, are old frjends of the queen, 
and if either resigned their positions, 

S :>s-it was reported last year the dttçh- 
cfs intended to do, if would certainly 
/.r . matter of much regret to her
majesty. But Miss Knollys’ positjon 
differs from that ef any other lady 
of the household, outside royalty, she 

- tba only person! whom the queen 
hx» Ignored with friendship, so close 
and intimate, that'in private life, at
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THE RIDER OF THE PLAINS

^jb-rrt-d M outriding, came a “Rider of the Plain,'His patrol alone
Softly humming through the distance an old love song’s light refrain;
For bright skies and sunny weather brought sweet thoughts of love and home. 
Though the dear old land he sang of lay across the ocean’s foam.
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No carpet knight is he, thlsjrider hold -and free,
Though gracefulier form has" ne'er by beauty been caressed; 
Through fire, and fiercest storm, through danger’s every form, 
He does his king’s behest, he does his soldier's best,
Guarding weH the empire's honor in. the great Canadian west.

But what bight or sound of danger breaks the current of his dream? 
What alarms his dumb companion, friend by field and wood and stream Î 
Only gleam of tattered uniform, a comrade's friendly red,
Till a nearer view reveals’ that friend one of the ghostly dead.

* xfr

M -!• T 1 I There's no need to ask the story of that comrade's bitter fate.
'Twas no foe in equal warfare, nor cunning Indian's hate.
Dying there alone, he traced it on the papers at his breast:
"I have lost my way, my horse is dead. Good-bye! I’ve done my best.H»o’ J*e I Arm

And no comrade’s voice had cheered him, ent'ring there that last long trail, 
Where the storm king's Icy fingers seized the nobly guarded mall;
Nor for him the fond endearments of a sweetheart's last caress.
Nor the solace .of a -sister's prayer, a mother's holy kiss.

Yet no woman pouHsbe gentler in assuaging other’s grief.
Weak and des'late sought tilts prairie knight to bring them sure relief;
But no plant of death, oft cheated, would this rider hero bring;
From life's angel he had chosen the red wine of suffering.

A thousand years of glory and reriown by sea an dland 
Has produced this truest hero, guardian of the hinterland. 
Every grace of mind and person, every manliest quality, 
Let us cheer him as we see him passing into history.
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graphed with Chatty, too/’ and her 
request was drily granted. In Miss 
knollys the queen lias something more, 
than a dear friend and companion, she 
has a secretary whose services are 
well-nigh indispenalble. Her majesty's 
official and public correspondence is. 
of course, attended to .by- 2ÏK' Sydney
Greville, while. Mr. Ernest Bryant _J................... .............. ...... ................ ^
looks after the accounts., of her maj- driental counMes by mweb'lplÿîng 
esty s establishment, which are kept much gold “over the counter ” 1n 11 i tp H AT1Q T*Q to frnivi +TiAon <vf tVin Irîno'a TV__i_U ______ ’

IT COSTS TO
but in the case of the newer creation*- 
they have been known to be borrowed 
or hired for the occasion.

Taken for Prince ef Wales 
Some people appear to think 

the British peers habitually vest 
their coronets in the house of 
or, on grand occasions. As a matter 
of fact, the only occasion ou ivluch 
peers put on these symbols arv at » 
state coronation of the sovereign. °r 
when they wish to have their portrait 
painted or to be photographed in 
state." A few years ago a newiy ,-rf 
ated viscount was so fond of his 'r!l" 

pear net that he had it emblazoned an 
;es his seat In everything—even his luggage The rc- 

" suit was that, when travelling in Sin*1®
be was mistaken for the Prim-''

vhilst a mar- "Lord Roberts was made an earl he 
12s., and ah strongly objected to paying the bill of 

mfcre than £1,750 with which he was 
! onlyj heeji 'presented.

ott with * The reason why the fees were con- 
lulte enough, siderably, in excess of those quoted 
:le, especial])’ tfbdve ' was that, having no son to 
io soon-to be j Succeed film, he wished to have what 
sum Is made is called --“a special reminder" to his 

is, £150, daughters. All "extras" of this des- 
lome of- crlption have to he paid for.

I In addition to all the fees enum- 
a baron erated above, there are many more- 

a newiy-Hedged

up as folie'we: stamp 
12e.; crown fees, £179 10s.;' 
flee fees, <30 15a 

The coronation robes of
ha Vo but two rows of- ermine; In oharges that — ... 
other respaots they are the same as must pay before be 
those of other peers. King •barlee the house of lords. 'There l#Ttbe 11-
II granted a coronet tp the barons, cense for the ooronet on Ms earrlages 
who until his rolgh wdae oiUÿ a plain and Ootepaper, and. It be wishes them 
circle of gold. It la ______ _REFLECTION* OP_A BACHELOR

A man drops a little change In the 
collection plate with a loud Jingle, but 
he put» a hig rol) on a horse ràce .as 
quietly os possible."

For a long time he conlil not 
out why he was treated with sutm eX' 
traordlnary ceremony and charge 
such wonderful prices. It was ,nl! 
when the mayor of a certain v"' 
proposed to offer hlm an addres» t1’8 
the mystery came out.
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