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CHAPTER XIV.

For some time the young girls
leyed each other, neither of %he’m
jseeming in haste to break the silence;
[tut at last Bessie took the initia-
Rive.

“Is this well done, Beatrice?”’ she
jasked, pointing to her fantastic cost-
jame,

“Neither well nor wisely,” was the
jprompt reply. “I do not need your re-
iproving looks to tell mefthis.”

“And yet you cannot have consider-
f2d the risks vou were running, Dear
rixie, do not tell me that anything
worse than a madcap love of a frolic

ylared you from hte house, or induced
vou to brave the baroness’ displeas-

nre!” #

¥ “I do not wish to tell yo}l anything.
"Sou are forcing my secrets from me.
‘T have been in fairyland for a few
thours, and lahped myself in a vigion
©of happiuess, The awakening was bit-
enough, without being heightened by
:'}'our rebukes.”

' “You have not been wandering in
Ahe Corso alone?’ Bessie persisted in
inquiring.

And now 1; gleam, half angry, half
‘malicious, shone in Trixie's clear
eyes. :

“I have neither been alone, nor in
the Corso, but dancing at & ball with
Sir Charles Ormsby.”

Bessie recoiled, and echoed the bar-
onet’'s name in dismay.

“With Sir Charles Ormsby? Then
wou have been made indeed. And he
j-—has he no sense of honor left that
he will not spare e\&en the orphan
gifl whom his mother’s relative pro-
tects?”

Trixie sprang to her feet.

“When you accuse him, you accuse
jme, Is it not possible for me to spend
jan hour or two in the society of a
gentleman, without stooping to play
the credulous fool, or torgéttlng that
ithe few compliments he may pay me
imean nothing?”’

“You talk as foolishly as you have
pted"’ wa the impastient comment of
|er companion, “Could yan\choola no
lone with whom to flirt but 'this Eng-
|lish baronet? If you kmew all I

_lcould tell you respecting him, I think

jthe woman within you would be sham-,
led imto regretting your cofduet.”
“What can you know of Sir Char-

. “I repeat that Sir Charles Onuby
hn not apd’pever shall have ‘l“
to despige the orphan Beatrice. But

even if I were as light of manner, as

indifferent to right and wrens. as you|

'} cheose te compider me, You are nef

the judge of my eougm Axnd if you
intend -to tFeat me in this way, I shall
pray you to leave me.”

“Nay, Trixie; I will not be driven
from you by the pettishness of a silly,
warm-hearted girl, who does not know
the danger she has beep incurring,”
Bessie answered, with _ affection-
ate earnestness. “We were friends
once; we should be so now, if the
mention of Sir Charles Ormsby’s name
bad not sowed discord between us.”

“For that the tault was yours”
Trixie retorted.” “I saw you were very
much affected by the news that he was
near us, and naturally inquired the
reason.”

“Dear little -Bessie,” cried her im-
petuous eompl.nlbn. touched by her
mournful tones, “I never : meant—I
rever wished to extort confessions
from you. -Yet your silence at such a
moment was provoking, was it not?”

“Yes; and T am sorry now that I
was not in some measure more com-
munijcative, Had you kmown of one
event in Sir Charles Ormsby’s life,
which he, perhaps, tries to forget,
yoﬁ would have been more careful {2
avoid him.

Trixie -looked eager and interested.

“An event in ~his litb—connected
with you—with you, Bessie? Was he
—oh! Bessie, was he your lover?”

Bessie laughed the idea to scorn.

“Sir Charles Ormsby love me! The
infatuated man, who has never had
eyes for any one but the cold-souled,
selfish Camilla Severn, bestow a sec-
ond’ thought on one like the Bessie
Mordaunt of a féw years ago! Trixie,
I do not care to tell my story even to
yol; ; for it is but one born of a sad
a.nd, I feaw, irretrievable mistake. Buf
never fancy that the bond between
Sir Churiea and me is one of love. I
fear it is nearer akin to hate.”

“No ope can know him and hate
him!” Trixie declared, with an im-
petuosity for which the next moment
shé blushed deeply.

“If you really knew him, you might
learn to speak in a different strain,”
ghe was told. “Mowever, without en-
tering into any discussion of Sir
Charles Ormaby’'s’ good or bad quali-
ties, let me tell you what, if you have
a spark of discretion or proper. feel-
ing, ought to convinee you that you
must never meet him again, Charles
Ormsby is & married mian.”

Trixie gazed at the excited speaker
curiously, a8 if the tale was too strange
to be credited; and, seéeing this, Bes-
sie affirmed it with increased vehem-
ence,

“For some years past he has been
the umloving husband of a very um-
fortunate wite, as you call her, of Sir
Charles Ormsby will fiot have an en:
eémy or a rival ia me. Does this coli=
tent you?” g

Bessie looked at her shatply, bat
withdrew her eyes whien she saw that
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in the agitation that assailed her, Bes-

gie began to pace the narrow confines
of the room, and beat her hands
pgainst her breast, like some caged
creature struggling in vain to. escape
from captivity . “Do you know what
4t is to be aione—utterly alone—in the
world?” she demanded, turnlng almost |
fiercely upon her compgnion, and aw-
ing lm' into silence by a demonstra-
tion ‘of feeling so unusual in the calm,
reticent Bessie Mordaunt. “You can-
not be more so than I, and it 1is
thrhi!gh Sir Charles Ormsby. Have
you ever known what it is to see your
youth fleeting away without a hope to
cheer or brighten it? This, too, I owe
to him. Can you comprehend what it
{s to see a heavy cloud resting be-
tween oneself and the wedded happi-
ness that should be one's own, but
for ‘a’ selfish, upprincipled man, ‘who
goes on his own reckless course with-
out a thought for those whose fate
depends upon him?”

Shé hid her face in her hands till
she had conquered the emotion that
shook her with such convulsive throes;
then, rising, she put her lips to the
brow of Trixies, who had knelt down
beside her, and bade her gc;od-night.

“Nay, you shall not leave me with
your sorrows but half told!” the
young girl exclaimed. “Indeed, dear-
{tt Bessie, you sghall find me déserv-

ing your confidence.
t“uy dear; if Hetven will -not Help

mo,__l_ am sure that \you canmot,” was| .
the reply; “nor did I mean to speak of |

myself; only to warn you of the dan-
ger of- listening to the insidious
whispers of a man who
burdéned with a bride.”

Trixie jumped up, making a -little
gesture of dlsgusg.

“Pray don't revert to that subject.
The Carnival is over. ‘I shall not see
this dangerous gentleman again un-
less 1 chance to encounter him here;
and 80 he and I have said our fare-
wells, and started on varying courses.
I think I'll go to bed and forget for
a ltle while that this evening’s
amusement may end in my receiving
orders in the morning to pack my
truniks and go back to England.”

(To be-continuned.)
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MEN’S LEATHER
LEGGINGS— “Brit-
ish made” in Black
Calf & Brown Calf,
mounlded to fit pro-
perly, with strap on
top. Only .. ..3.80

WOMEN’S 1-STRAP HOUSE
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WOMEN’S LONG RUBBERS—
Fleece-lined, at .3.60
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GIRLS’  LONG RUBBERS—
Fledce-lined. Sizes 11 to 2 2.95

1 N’S RADIO BOOTS—Astrachan tops; the

ewest rubber boot for women. Short rubber
ot with Astraehan top. Only .. .. .. ..3.75

LOT OF GIRLS’ TAN RUBBERS—
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' TAN RUBBERS—Sizes 6 to 10, at .. ..72c.
' TAN RUBBERS—Sizes 11to 2, at . . . .82
IEN’S TAN RUBBERS—Sizes 3 to 7, at ..92c.

‘ SPECIAL!

¥'S HEAVY BLACK WORK BOOTS—

. .. .3.00 the pair.
Solid leather insoles. A’ good workmg
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