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r ft, sad
best toogt. remedy of usqtary there te always a heavy 

reckoning to pay.”
"Are you threatening me, young 

man?” demanded the miser, shrink­
ing from the glittering eye and 
menacing finger of the youth.

"Not 1," wap the scornful retort. 
"We only threaten those we think 
worthy of our anger. You are so 
utterly beneath it, that it it were in 
my power to crush you, like the 
worm you are, l should disdain to do 
more than kick you out of my path."

"Are these your thanks for my 
the old man, who

He does not know me, and he flings 
At me the scorn which burns and 

stings;
Perhaps my name he greets with 

Jeers,
Questions my motives with his sneers, 
But here and there I have a few 
Good friends who are forever true.

i
If I should fall they would he there 
To comfort me in my despair;
To bind my wounds, and win me 

back -y,
To strength to meet a fresh attack 
Whatever cruel storm descends,
It will not drive away my friends.

Strangers may flee and fawners hide,
Pharisees walk the otfier side,
The crowds may mock and jibe and

But from the few I still shall hear, 
Though trampled in the dust I lie, 
The words that they are standing by.

The men who walk in throngs depart 
When the harsh storms of trouble 

start,
But friends who know—the loyal few 
Who hâve gone down the road with 

you—
When life grows pitifully gray.
By storms are never blown
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leniently—my- 
was pale with passion, began to ask; 
but he was sternly checked.

"Silence, hypocrite! Where is your 
wardf Does she give her consent to 
this marriage r*

"Of course—of course. Girls are 
always eager to be married; why 
should she be different from the rest? 
Yon will treat hey well, Mr. OrmsbyT"

The question might hare been dictat­
ed by a momentary relenting toward 
his neglected niece, but it was heard 
with a contemptuous smile.

"Could she be treated worse than 
she has been used by you? If she 
throws off the yoke of the hoary brute 
who ruled her with stripes and 
curses, it will be to intrust her fu­
ture to the keeping of a man of honor. 
When I am no more,' my father will 
take care that she lives quietly and 
respectably, and whether as my wife 
or widow, we will both take good 
care that her affectionate uncle, Mr. 
Lucas Goldryng, exercises no further 
control over her.”

‘You are out of hiumor, my young 
friend,” was the placid reply. "In 
your state of health you should 
guard against any excitement You 
wish to see your betrothed? Good. I 
will fetch, her. If she is not all such 
an aristocratic gentleman could wish 
either in person or manner, you must 
remember that she brings you thirty 
thousand pounds and safety—eh, Sir 
George ?—safety! "

"Oh! that I had strength enough 
to seize him by the throat and shake 
him till he prayed for that mprey he 
never had in Bis own cola heart!” 
exclaflned Charlie, as the usurer 
hobbled away. “He Is worse than 
Shylock, for he Is ready to barter 
away his own flesh and blood for 
the gold he cannot live to enjoy.”

"My dear, dear boy, pray renounce 
all thought of such an Incongruous 
marriage?" Sir Georée urged, warm­
ly. "It is flot yet tôo late, and it 
maddens me to see you made the suf­
ferer hÿ my folly.”

“Hush, jather! I can bear that. It 
The part of! the

lug to leave me, gdz. You and I have 
nearly done with each other’’

The girl uttered a Joyful cry, and 
though she instantly composed her 
features for fear of offending him, she 
could not conceal the gladness that 
shone in her eyes as she gazed at him 
inquiringly.

"I have found you a husband, Liz. 
You are old enough to be married, 
and so you shall make a good match. 
You shall be a lady, my niece; what 
do you say to that?"

But Liz, as ■ he called -her, looked 
more stupefied than pleased by the 
Information. Her notions of matrim­
onial happiness were drawn from the 
narrow -court
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FOUR LEGS.lowtt Which she had 
'sometimes passed when ahe had stol­
en out of the house unknown to her 
guardian, and accompanied Hannah 
on her errands. The wives she saw 
there were either miserable slatterns 
standing at their ddors With equally 
miserable-looking infante in their 
arms, or vixens who quarreled and 
■fought with their sullen spouses; and 
the only young men she had ever seen 
at her uncle's were two of three keen, 
hook-nosed Hebrews, too much ab­
sorbed in business to notice the pale, 
dark-eyed girl wflo crept Into a corner 
out of their way.

"Do yer hear?” demanded her uncle, 
Irritated at her silence.

Cameo Bracelet ! The good old 
i horse I used to 

drive! I some­
times wish he 

[ were alive; he 
psomething lack- 
p ed of pep and 

power, he hit up 
\ seven miles an 
f hour. He had 

his faults, I 
must allow; but 
so has every 
sheep and cow. 
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He'd sometimes 
shines, and wrap his .tail, around the 
lines, and use hje feet, . with iron 
soles, to kick the dashboard full of 
holes, mid driven batty by the flies, 
he'd .grip the bit and close his eyes 
and try to climb a barbed wire fence, 
an animal bereft of sense. But tak­
ing Dobbin pro and con, I’m Some­
times sôrtÿ -that.he’s gone; when my 
old bus t|,futi of bugs, with fantods 
in the siiarl;ing .plugs, when tires 
blow out SfAprtngs break down, some 
lorty-se^ea leagues from town; when 
T am stalled for lack of gas, a long 
night In the rain to Vase; King 
Richard’s plaint I then indorse : "My 
ten cent kingdom for a horse!” When 
motorcycle cops draw near and tell 
me that I must appear before thé 
jurist and explain why I was pushing 
my old wain some sixty parasangs 
or so, where thirty is the clip to go, 
I cry aloud, in my remorse, “My 
crown and sceptre for a horse!” 
When reckless drivers hit my car, 
and from its bearings knock the tar, 
and I am knocked about a verst, so 
that my pink suspenders burst, I cry 
aloud, amid the gorse, “My silver 
corkscrew for a horse!”

Jt Wish you all 
Prosperity and 

Happiness During
im.
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'You are to 
be a lady. You remember Sir George
Ormeby who played the champion for 
you the other day--—"

Liz began to evince some signs of 
interest now.

"Well, I have promised to give you 
to his son. An excellent arrangement; 
In every way as good an arrangement 
as I would hope - for."

Mr. Goldryng nodded as he spoke 
and mentally congratulated himself 
on havitag made what he called the 
best of an absurd bequest; but his 
placidity was disturbed when his 
niece began to question him.

“He said that his son was dying; 
yes, I heard him, and he said that was 
why he did not want you to trouble 
him for the debt. How can he wish 
to marry me if he is dying, unless it 
is to get the fflofiêy ydti Would not 
let me lend? IS It for the money, 

uncle—is it?”
“Chut! I have agreed to forgive 

him the debt The young man may get 
well, and, anyhow, It Is an excellent 
match for you—-excellent! No more 
dull hours with the poor old uncle, 
Liz, but a carriage to drive about in 
and visit theatres and balls, and so 
on. You are a lucky, girl, and you 
have me to thank for it—remember— 
me!”

(To be continued.)
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affair that Infuriates me Is the know­
ledge that this vicious old scamp will 
reap So much advantage from it.”

"Disappoint him, then. Tell him 
that you refuse to carry out the ag­
reement, and let him do his worst.”

"And LU—and my mother?”
As before, this question silenced 

Sir George, who, with a groan, turn­
ed to the window. For a moment he 
was seized with a determination to 
make a confidant of Lord Bfltogham, 
^tnd borrow from him the money to 
meet Mr. Goldryng’s demands; but 
he had not sufficient strength of mind 
to carry but such a purpose. The 
mere thought of the surprise and the 
condemning looks With which such a 
tale would be heard by the dignified 
young noblemàû, sufficed to make him 
abandon It.

Meanwhile, Lucas Goldryng, had 
gone In search of his niece. Borne 
hours previously he had Rocked her 
in the sparely furnished attic that 
was her sleeping chamber, to insure 
her being forthcoming whenever he 
wanted her; and now, breathless with 
the fatigue of mounting so many 
stalre, he unfastened the door, end 
bade her follow him.

She was meekly obeying, when, re­
minding himself that it might be as 
well: to prepare her for her destiny, 
he stopped to accost her.

"Hark ye, Liz; you are very tired 
of being here with me?”
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