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FISHING IN SHINA.

The Liod and Line Made. Saperilucaz by
the Cormorant.
[New York Sup.]
“The fipst time 1 ever saw
cormorant at work unler
of its Chinese master
of the

theught it was
ing and at the
<htsimaginable,”

Iiean, who' has
mber s Chinals =41
nrs 2 the Min river one

Vosoon aiter aveiving-in China, and
cire to a bambeo foit or 1aft moored
to the picr of a bridge. I noticed a
niative squatting on the raft, and saw
what af first [ thought were a number
of diicks grouped at ono end of it. They
were il fuced toward the Chinaman,
snd N was gazing steadily at them with
Lis Tiads on his knees,

Ui stopped to see what was goine on.
Suddealy  the man extended his right
Yand, palm tpwaerd, toward one of the
birds, which i then saw were not ducks
for one that the Chinamen reached his
hanl {o waddled as briskly as it could
toward him, “and hopped on the open
palm. The nun  stoked its feathers
fondly, rubbed his cheek along .its neck,
which lic hissed mow and then, and
talked to it in Chinese; evidently in en-
dearing terms. The bird seemed de-
lighited, It iaild its head on the China-
men's arny, rubbed its peculiar bill
against is face, and returned all
his caresses. This lasted at least a
minute,; and then the man moved with
the bied to the further side of the float,
and placed it on the edge.  Then for the
first time it caiue to me that this was a
Chinese fisherman,  working with cor-
morints, .

When the cormorant  was placed on
the cdze of the raft it dipped its bill in
the water, siapped it together loudly,
looke I up and down the side of the float,
tur.ed its head and i lis glistening
bliek eyes eninstant on its master, and

i | e without a
g o ripple behind
ited himself again
and awaited the reappearance of his
Lirde without ¢ ny rent o coneern
oranyicty,  The other _birds remained
st ddng at the end™oF the raft, almost
moiionless, an ! without removing their
eyes-{roin their mastor, e bird that

Ldived into the ained be-
neath the suef fur pro
ten mintte, aned thie
popping alnost out of the

The lower hadi of a
rom its mouti. ‘The bivd s
it to theraft, climbed upon it, and
dggoonccthe master’s knee, held its
i up for him to vemove the |
TheChinaian puiied the tish feom the
bird's  mouth with - one hand, while ho
stroked its neck and plumage with the
otlidr, anl whispere.d words of approval.
The shook: out its feathers,
and wht i various ways,

i ter pliced it on the
HOTEL Bt more it
the waters  The

Firds anaintained their stolidity,
apparently unmindiul o. what was wo-
g oon around them. | The cormmorant
that was fishing appearad in a short
time, and again had made a0 saceessful
dive.  The same caressing was  gone
throagh with, and the bird was started
~in the water a thind time. It now
seemed to be thoroughly warmed up to
its work, and went at it with an avidity
that showed plainly the pleasure it, took
in it.  The third time it was gone
longer than usual, and when it finally
came up it had no fish. The chanze
in its  actions was  striking. It
swam -, frantically  about in  the

Water,  twisting  and  turning and
¢vineing the greatest  distress, but
turn which way it migit, it kept its
sharp eyes fixed on its master, with an
appealing expression. It made no move
to upproach the raft, and when the
Chinaman raised his hand and pointed
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downwarl with the fore finger, {he bird
dived again and so quickly that it was
#one like a flash. In a few seconds up
it came, bearing in its mouth a large
fish.  This time it swam boldly for the
rift, deposited its prey at its master's
ceet, and showed plainly by the joyful-
ness of its actions as he stroked its
arched neck that it had redeemod itself,

“Wihen the Cliinaman piaced the third
fish in his basket he took the cormorant
and placeld it in the center of the ratt,
It seenmed to understand  that it had
its wori satisfactorily and was en-
titted to rest, for it strufted proudiy
away and took  up its position at tho
other end of the raft.”

The Decay of Will Power,
[Boston Gazette.)

Strong wills are becomine as raro as

Lealthy  physical organizations.  The
“fussy,” but only hecause hu-
¥y is working itself too much.

i tissue has increased, but healthy,
vigorous thouzht has diminished. Af-

ions huve become realiti and
ivs alfectations. A toothache con-
verts us o into  invalids, where our
ancesters laurhed at- the gout. We
have beaten the gold  leaf so thin
it hax lost its ewn color, and
nes with a ghastly green light.  Sen-
ent carricd us past common
we have had such a terror of the
sh that we have cultivated brain at
the expense of - motive tissue, and
livve produced a glant’s skull that is too
ey for tae dwartf legs to b Emo-
sons have been inproved; brain has in-
crensed. but strong,  vizorous thought
h..s tinishad,

Humanity has made a rapid journey
fowird perfection: but the  point has
2een now reached when resr and relaxa-
ton becomes a necessity.- We have con-
juered workds: let us now return for n |
whik: to the okl Greek proverb, and try !
Lo conquer ourselves, . ‘
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Hecommended to “That Young Man.”

ny one person's
il “iIdo mnot
=tronomer, ' says Mr.,

“who is not anor

ments of his own

nog chemist, ceolowoist,
entomologist, or other special-
: if really a master —will not
vonin that th are departments of his
i sul bout which he knows
mueh ore ignorant
) eets outside the few

e madde his own.”
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Mrs, Sigourncy: We speak of olu-
ine our iLiren; do we know tha
o v children also cdueate ws?
Gilliert’s Falac

Oeear,
B Gilbert, the author of un-
Pinafore,” personally pre-
e plains and superintended the |
tion of his fine new house in |
cton gardens, and he is exceed-
iy well satisfied with it.  Its interior
f L with white glazed bricks,
ghout the house is lighted by
applicd by a dynamo and
incnvne in the cellar.  In the din-
¢ the electrie lamps are of cut
mide in e.act imitation of pine-
Ehe drawing-room fireplace is
carved: alabaster.
K :ow Which Wis Which.
[Vurli zton Free Press.]

A New Hampshire editor was attacked
'y a tramp the other day, and in erying
out for help was delighted to see a man
rimuing to the spot. The tramp, how-
ever, continu d to maltreat the editor,
while the stranger hovered near, hut
uiied to close in. “Whydon't you help

exclaimed the discom'ited editor.
“lecavse I ean’t tell which of you is the
tramp and which ain’t,” was the candid
reply. ©
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THIEVES OF BOOXS.

Kleptomaniues with Literary Inclinations
Who Need Carcful Watching.
[Philadelpbia Times, |
I'hat book will cost you %3, sir,”’ said
aclerk ina Market strect book store,
politely, but with an ineisive tone that
showed he was not to  betrifled with, te
a young man whom he surprisel in a
remote oorner, where he had been lingeg-
ing long over acase of handsomely-
bouhd volumes. The young man was
weil dressed and of gentlemanly appear-
ance, and was evidently ncarv-sighted.
He glanced up hurriedly, his face col-
ored,, and his eyes, in spite of tho
friendly mask of a pair of gold-rimwmed
glasses, betrayed confusion and ehizrin.
Then he drew from the pocketof his
satinfaced overcoat a handsome copy of

1

Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy. With |

a face that would have afiorded Burton

), excellent study, he thumbed the |

volume a mom:nt mumbled that the
binding didn’t exactly, suit him and
left the store with more speed than
dignity. ¢

I had been watching him for twenty
minutes,” said the clerk.. “Steal itz Of
course he intended to steal it. You have
no idea of the number of bhooks that are
stolen by spparcntly respeetable jicople
from the shelves of stores and libraries.”

“I suppose hundreds of books are
stolen fipm us every year,” said Mr.
Stuart, manazer of oncof ourbook stores.
“In many s the thieves are never
caught.  Frequendy when they ave de-
te ‘ted they are found to be people of
such good social standing that we merei-
fully permit them to settle tihe affair
withotit the mortification of a public
prosecution.

“Quite recently T detected a case
sneak-thieving  which  had
been going on for months.  If - 1 should
give you the naume of  the offender you
would Lie astonished.  He is onc of
Philadelphia’s  most  respected  citi-
zens. He baifled us  for a long
time, simply beeause 1 thought hin
above  suspicion. Finally a  eclerk
hinted to me that this gentieman was
responsible for the reeent disappearance
I miss a vol-
ume every time he leaves the store,” said
the clerk.  ‘Impo-sible, said - 1. ‘He
cannot be the man.’

“lplaced, a wateh upon his move-
ments, hn\\'v‘\'«‘l', and detected him the
very next tiie he came into-the store.
He settled the matter  with us. and in
coitsidderation of his high reputation in
the community we did not prosecute
him.  We ecaught a fellow a month er
two ¢ was  gradually ac-

of

H who
cunmulating a whole sct of Wash
meton ITving's works by carrying out
one at o time, in the hopo that it
woild not Le wmissed.  He had seeured
“The Sketeh Book’ and  the “*Alhamibng

but we  dropped on him  just as he was
erbocker’s His-
tisviag them out by the

Lnown ‘sub-coat-

iany peopie who would not
peiny belonzing o another will
steal books with apparent impunit & 1
know  men whom 1 would trust “wiih
my. watehs and iy, pocket-book, hat |
would not trist them five minutes Le-
lind the shelves of this st

“Experience  tells
whose  tast are li whose
weans  are limited  will al®ays bear
watching in a book store, especially if
he is a frequent .visitor.  One of the
most innoying experiences is to find
thit some literary sneak thief has tuken
one of a set or series of some rare cdi-
tion which is not casily replaced. In this
way 1 have recently had eostly sets of
Shakespeare, Carleton and Ruskin made
wholly unsaleable.

“Books are frequently ruined in
another way. Some of these klepto-
maniacs have a penchant for the hand-
some steel engravings and portraits that
often adorn a frontispiece. They take a

lie was
on lrl'\
(T

tory.’
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Look from the shelf, “insert a wet string
hetween the front leaves; and then
uictly roplace’ it.: In fifteen or twenty
minutes the string has so moistened the
F paste that the entire leaf ean be removed
\\_g@l;g}x’,t tearing it or making the least
LOixC. :

Mrs. Harrviet Beecher Stowe,
[Joe Howard in Philadelphia Press.]

She i3 petite, with a large shead and
oval face, the features of which, like
all that branch of the Beecher family,
arce very ‘heavy and strongly marked.
Her ¢ are larre and lustrons, and
genyrally beam with a roguish twinkla,
that' is fascinating to this day. She
wears her hair preecisely as when I firsg
kuew her, parted in the middle, where
the Lord designed all woitien’s hair
{ should part, and terminating in long
prctty gray  curls, which  fal
graccfully  on  either side of her
face. * Her manner is soft and quiet, al-
most deferential. “She stoops, and al-
ways did, and the customary attitude of
her hands is that described by Solomon,
or the queen of Sheba, or some oldtime
writer, when  he said: **A little more
sle p, a little more slumber and a little
more folding of the hands to rest.”
Guict dignity, a calm sense of superi-
ority and gentle, unobtrusive womanly
| tenderness would seem to be the habit
of this woman, whose¢ name is known
wherever the human tongue-can speak
and the mortal cye can read.

A Sirange Problem.
[*“Rigolo™ in New York Sun.]

The agricultural returns which bave
just been published in - England preseng
a remarkably strange probleni. The
cultivated arca of Great Britain has in-
creased 81,000 acres during the current
vear, and 1,363,000 acres since 1873, yet
the period since 1873 has been the most
disastrous of the eentury, and the food
imported has increased in value from

43,200,000 in 1864 to $T87.600,900 Iast
year.  During this period of increasing
cultivation of the seil there has been a
decrease of 1,011,000 zeres in arab'e
'and, and, although there has been an
ncrease of 2,375,000 in grazing land,

here has been scarcely any increase in
focks and herds.  The number of heep
has even decrcased 2,359,000 in spite of
tie fact that the price of . meat has been
stantiy rising during  that period.
momalous state of things is difficult
xplain, except upon -the theory of a
greatly improved mode of living “of the
LIANSEeS.

No classifieation of mankind Las been
made that satisfactorily disposc of (he
Australians.  In complexion, features
and the contour of their skeletons, they
are of the negroloid type, but they lack
the frizzly hair of .the negro Traces.
“ome ethnologists 1 elieve Australia was
originally  peopled with fri-zly-hairved
Melanesians or  Ceeanic persons, and
Litat the present-stock is the vesuit of
an infusion from some other race, iike
the dark-skinned alo 103 who still
live in some parts of southern india.
I'he  Australians  show no evidence of

Malayan or Mongoldfn origin.

Porto [lican ladies, althoogh as dark

mulattos. carry with them to all
public places a tace powder made from
grinding ‘a peenliar shell; anid when
thicy think no one is looking their way
they give their faces fresh coats of it.
Gf course the powder shows, but goo |
breeding mikes the observer technically
Llind to thke ludicrous combination of
Llaek natire and white pulverized shell.
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Concer g the “H.un.om."
Ciric gz i
“And them’s what folks calls hand-
some, are they:’ said a farmer as he
watched a couple of hansom cabs roll-
g down thegtreet. **Well, 1 wonder
what they'd think if they could see a
new wagon with red wheels?”
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