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THE TRADE OF THE TRAPPER

From * ‘Canada. ’ ’
Canada, the land of development 

and promise, to-day, is very far re
moved from what she was but two or 
three decades ago. Then but a few 
small settlements, there was no popu
lation to speak of except in the pro
vinces of Quebec and Ontario, and the 
whole of the great West of to-day was 
the property of the Indian and half- 
breed trapper. Western Canada was 
then considered to be nothing more 
than a hunting-ground and a fur
bearing domain, and was ruled ab
solutely by the great fur trading 
companies—the Hudson’s Bay Com
pany and the North-West Fur Com
pany. Although the day of the im
mense herds of buffalo is past, and the 
beaver has retreated before the sett
ler into the remoter fastnesses of the 
Northland, the West still retains 
a large proportion of its old character, 
and is yet one of the finest game coun
tries in the world.

This is not only true of the unsett
led and little known country north 
of Ontario, Manitoba, and the new 
provinces, but of the old settled East 
and the progressive West as well. 
In Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New 
Brunswick in the East, where a few 
hours’ journey from the railroad takes 
one into the hearts of forests which 
still abound with large and small fur
bearing animals, to Vancouver Island 
in the West, where the impenetrable 
timber and unexplored fastnesses are 
bull of bear, deer, congar, and other 
beasts, the country is still the home 
of countless wild animals, and the fur 
trade is still prosperous.

If Britain with its small area and 
its 40,000,000 inhabitants still pre
serves large tracts of heath and forest, 
it can readily be understood that Can
ada, with its vast territory and 6,000,000 
people, must possess enormous tracts 
in which the animal life, if not entirely 
undisturbed, is still free and unspoiled. 
Only the more readily valuable por
tions of the Dominion are as yet densely 
settled; there are long stretches of 
little settled country in between.

The fur trade has, however, under
gone a vast change from the days 
when it was in the hands of one or two 
large companies, and when voyageurs 
and hunters travelled great journeys 
to bring down the season’s take of 
furs from the forts where it had been 
collected from the Indians. Now every 
little country store is a fur-collecting 
depot in the winter. In almost every 
village, in every province, one may 
daily see skins brought in for trade, 
from the few raccoon, marten, mink, 
and fox skins obtained by the farmers 
to the winter pack of pelts brought in 
by the Indians or the trappers who 
have gone further afield.

One of the sights that strikes me 
most in the winter in Canada is that 
of the magnificient musk ox robes 
used in the sleighs in the eastern cities 
Even hired sleighs are draped with fur, 
while the turn-outs of the wealthier 
people are splendid with trailing long
haired robes of great beauty.

It is only a few years since the wes
tern prairies were white with the bones 
of the buffalo which had been so 
ruthlessly slaughtered for their skins, 
and the traveller in the Northwest 
cannot help being struck with the 
deeplv-wom paths of trails which were 
made by the wanderings of these enor
mous herds, and which are still not 
onlv yisible, but lead plainly and un
mistakably to every spring and every
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river ford. One has only to follow 
every little creek in the West to mark 
how every * ‘narrow ’ ’ was dammed by 
beaver, and to be struck with wonder 
at the countless numbers in which 
they must have inhabited the ponds 
and streams. Even yet there are 
myriads of the beaver s humble cou
sins—the muskrat—in the country. 
Thousands of these beautiful skins 
are collected in every village in the 
Northwest and Manitoba every win
ter. The prairies, denuded of their 
elk and buffalo, still support countless 
badgers, coyotes, red foxes, and the 
rare and more beautiful black and 
silver fox. The streams of the country 
provide a living for the soft-furred 
mink, and the the woods are the home 
of black and brown and grizzly bear, 
the wolverine, and the fierce, slim- 
waisted, broad-footed lynx, while the 
cold winter turns the bold weasel into 
the beautiful white-furred ermine. Still 
the old fur trade is plied in the North. 
The life of a trapper, though pleasant 
for a short time, is extremely hard if 
carried on as a business and for a living. 
Starting in the fall, he must prepare his 
winter quarters far from civilization in 
a part of the country he has proved to be 
productive of game. Long lines of 
traps must be set in different directions 
and these lines must be visited every 
day to take the catch before it has been 
eaten by the hungry beasts of the forest. 
No light work is it to tram on snowshoe 
some twelve or fifteen miles out and the 
same home in all weathers, gathering 
the catch of the traps and carrying it 
all home to be thawed out and skinned 
in the evening.
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“Father,” said Tommy Bardell of the 
William Henry Harrison grammar school 
“you want to come next Saturday after
noon and see us play a game with the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes base ball team. 
We’re going to do ’em up.”

“Do you belong to a base ball team?” 
asked his father. “It is news to me.”

“Do I? exclaimed Tommy proudly. 
“Well, I reckon! I am the shortstop of 
the Tornadoes.

“The Tornadoes! Who are they?
“That’s the name of our school team.
“Humph! And you are going to play 

a game next Saturday,are you? Well 
I’ll go and see it.

The game took place according to an
nouncement, and the Tornadoes were 
beaten by a score of 26 to U.

“Tommy, said his father, overtaking 
him while he was on his way home ’ 
“what did you tell me was the name of 
your team?”

“The Tornadoes,” answered the boy 
but we’re going to change it to some

thing else. We ain't even a fog!”
1 he ignorance of many persons 

touching the ‘good old Anglo-Saxon’ 
speech we hear so much of in the maga
zines and newspapers,” says a member 
of the faculty of Princeton, “is most 
amusing at times. A member of the 
bar in Philadelphia, a man more remark
able for the vigor of his addresses to 
juries than for his learning, was not 
long ago commenting on the proceedings 
of the other party to a suit under trial.

“ ‘I do not know, what gloss” said he, ! 
“my learned friend may put upon this I 
matter, but I will not mince my word- I 
1 denounce this thing in plain, down
right Anglo-Saxon English as a ne farm . 
and preposterous transaction of tl- 
most unprecedented kind.”—11 
Week! v

Sammy, a little boy from the - 
New York, was invited with so 
twenty others to a charity dmner gv 
at the house of a lady in faslvonaiv > 
society. When the dinner was ox. • i i 
lady asked the little ones to sing or ra ,P 
in turn.

All went well until it came to Samir.v' 
turn,, when he made no sign of starring 
until the lady said, “Come, Sammy let 
me hear you sing.”

After a moment’s pause the young 
guest answered, “I can’t sing, lady.”

“What!” said the lady. “You cannot 
sing? Then what can you do?”

“Well,” said Sammy, “I ain’t used ter 
singin’, but I’ll fight any of the other 
kids in the room!”—Philadelphia Public 
Ledger.

An Englishman was recently invited 
by a New Yorker to accompany him on 
a hunting trip on Long Island.

“Large or small game?” laconically 
asked the Briton, who has hunted in 
every quarter of the globe.

“ You don’t expect to find lions and 
tigers on Long Island, do you?” queried 
the New Yorker.

“Hardly,” responded the Briton, 
with a laugh, “but I like a spice of 
danger in my hunting. ”

“ If that’s the case, ” answered the 
other with a grin, “ I’m your man, 
all right. The last time I went out I 
shot my brother-in-law in the leg.!”

A resident Magistrate living near 
Johannesburg, South Africa, owns a 
Gourlay piano and is very proud of it. 
He writes : “The piano is in perfect 
order. It is standing our climate well 
and in tone and mechanism leaves 
nothing to be desired. ”

i ;

Tip

HED FROM fefcABT-
MTROUBLES FOR

TEN YEARS.
rangement of any 

produce all the 
heart derange»

U !.. . - ,
1 kind, ;i. b.v •• : 

various p\ i .;••••
ment- In

IMIUBURN’S
HEART AND JMARVE 

PILLS
is combined treatment, that will cure all 
forms of nervous disorders, as well as 
act upon the heart itself.

Mrs. John Riley, Douro, Ont., writes:
I have been a great sufferer from 

heart and nerve troubles for the past 
ten years. After trying many remedies, 
and doctoring for two years without 
the least benefit, I decided to give Mil- 
bum’s Heart and Nerve Pills a trial 
I am thankful to say that, after using 
nine boxes I am entirely cured and would 
recommend them to all sufferers.”

Price 50 cents per box or 3 boxes for 
SI.25, at all dealers, or mailed direct 
on receipt of price by The T. Milbura 
Co., Limited. Toronto. Ont»
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I Give It Free
To Men Until 

Cured.
Not One Penny 
In Advance or 

On Deposit.
I wish you could know for 

yourself the wonderful effect 
of the galvanic current on 
weak and nervous men. 1 
wish you could realize the 
health and happiness that 
will be yours when this won
derful force infuses every nerve 
md vein of y »ur body a? 
h com nlished > hrough my 
treatment 1 ha > e been cur- 
ing thousands e • ry veer for 

forty years, and have proved that my method will cure anv curai & case. So 
positive am I of my power that I am prepared to take a I! the risi- nd will give 
to any man suffering from Nervous Debility, Varicocele, Drains. L; k of Vigor, 
etc., from Rheumatism, Lame Back, Kidney, Liver or Stomach n ubles, the 
use of my world-famed Dr. San den Electric Belt, with Electric ispensory. 
absolutely

FREE UNTIL CURED.
If 1 fail you don’t pay me anything whatever. I leave you to be the , dge, and 

ask not one penny in advance or on deposit. 1 cannot do more thaï, this to 
prove the value of my treatment, so if yen will call or write I will at once 
arrange to give you a Belt suited to t he requirements of vuur case, and you can 
pay nie when cured. Many cases as I ,w as $5.00. or for cash full wholesale dis
count. A ou will also get the benefit of 1 inestimable advice m v fort v years’
experience enables me to give m 
brought forth many imitaUrs 
standard of the world, free un1
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