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WE have received a copy of a tract entitled, 
x- “ The voice of the Church of Ireland,”

time, by fonds from elsewhere, and living in dis­
tress and debt even then, and all to do what ? To 
do in a seemingly cribbed and confined way, what 
others are doing better, if more members,' miniaf 
ers, and money are tests, and these are the tests 
most people apply. Is it possible that in preach­
ing Christ, or in bringing people to Christ, that 
(and if we are to take the teachings of certain, in 
certain so-called Evangelical or Low Church Col­
leges, it is so) we have nothing more to offer |®gned “ Protestant.” This effusion is only worth 
than other denominations, than, let us say, a notice, because the writer represents an idle class 
Liturgy, believed by some to be more edifying, and I whose sole business appears to be to create dipcord 
of a human organization somewhat more perfect, I in congregations unfortunate enough to include 
and certainly more antiquated and stilted, a more them.
general culture perhaps, and a certain traditional It appears that some slight alterations have been 
social elevation ? If this is all that can be special- recently made in the chancel ol St Peter’s Church, 
ly urged in her behalf, is it any wonder that the Toronto. The apex of the reredos is adorned with 
Church of England is not increasing at the rate a brass pinnacled the shape of a Maltese cross 
others, at least in Canada, are doing ? And may surrounded by a circle, and upon the upper surface 
we not fairly ask, why should missionaries be sup- of the holy table > similar cross is engraved. Re­
ported at such cost, where the work is being better I cause of this innocent adornment “ Protestant ” is 
d?ue by others ? For let ns preach Christ to the flooding the diocese with tracts 1 He considère 
utmost in the general and emotional way, that a that the use of the cross as an ornament is a breach 
certain school is supposed to do. It will be found of the Second Commandment, and either wishes 
that there is a dampening atmosphere in the way his readers to infer that he cannot himself see a 
we do things, even in the lowest of the Low cross, or even be in the presence of a cross he can- the religion °f the crucified One is oM gjt; 
churches, that repels the convert, or cool. hi. fer-Lt eee. -ithou. shipping it. or .Ue the, ihe^wl"^, » •

vor, and sends him where he feels more at home,]other members of the congregation are so super-1citizen of such a nation and such a province, and

stitions that they are unable to do so. If the form 
er is the case one can understand this protest, and 
pity the deplorable condition of the writer of the 
tract, bat if the other is the point he wishes to in 
sinuate, we can only regard it as a deliberate and 
wanton insult to the intelligence of the rest of the 
congregation. If the mereTmaking’of the likenes* 
of anything in heaven or earth is wrong, 
would be wrong to give a child a picture book 
toy house, or even to 
The tract is remarkable 
learning^ which only serves 
density of the waiter’s understanding 
spionons.

When for eighteen centuries the cross has been 
the visible symbol of the religion of Jesus Christ, it 
seems very like Mrs. Partington attempting to mop 
up the Atlantic Ocean for an obscure writer to at­
tempt at this late era to prove that the whole 
Christian world hasjbeen wrong, and that thelcroM, 
which they have all agreed to make the embiem of 
the Christian religion, is really nothing but an old 
heathen emblem, and instead of being the sign of 
Jesus Christ is really the sign of Tamning. But it 
appears that Bamsi-Vnl IV., king of Assyria, wore 
a pectoral cross B. 0. 886, therefore it is inferred 
that it must be a sin to wear one now 1 But Samsi- 
Vul is also shown to have worn clothes, therefore 
we fear a parity of reason may lead this obtuse in­
dividual to consider it sinful to wear clothes now, 
and we may next expect to hear St. Peter’s con­
gregation has been startled by the apparitio^ef a 
gentleman clad in a pair of spectacles, as a protest 
against Bamsi-Vnl XV’s practice of wearing clothes.

As another specimen of tbe acuteness of this 
writer we may mention that he takes exception to 
the authenticity of the records of the proceedings 
of a council of the Church, on the ground that the 
originals have been lost, and all that remains is “a 
copy of a copy, and what wonld such evidence be 
worth in a court of law ?” he triumphantly asks. 
Well, all that we have of the New Testament is a 
copy of a copy of a copy several times removed, and 
yet the New Testament is considered to be very 
good evidence for all practical religions purposes.

This tract writer objects to the Christian symbol 
because he is not quite satisfied that the Cross up­
on which our Lord was crucified had, as a matter 
of fact, a transverse beam, but is inclined to think 
it was simply a post and nothing more ! Such an 
objection is about on a par with the objection”M" 
another equally profound gentleman who objected 
to keeping Christmas 3ay or any saint’s day, be 
cause he could not be sure that the event com­
memorated actually took place upon the particular 
day in the year sei apart for its commemoration, 
and because the dav appointed for the commemora­
tion had received the sanction of a Pope of Rome t 
The argument of the tract,if such it can be called, 

is this, that because the Ohnrch of Ireland, 
which has a perfect right to manage its own affairs, 
las passed a canon prohibiting the use of Stosses 
on, or about, the communion table, therefore such 
an ornament should be forbidden by the Church of 
Canada, which is just as able, and has just as per- 
eot a right, to manage its own offaire as the Cnnrch 

of Ireland. The Synod of the Church of Ireland, 
mowing the proneness of the Irish people to wor­
ship Bosses, may have very prudently passed tbe 
canon in question as a protection to them from 
ailing into idolatry, but Canadians at present are 
not in the least likely to fall into any such sin, and 
what may be good and necessary for Irishmen may 
>e neither the one nor the other for Canadians, 
and any attempt to pass any such canon would be 
regarded as a flagrant imputation, both on their 
religion and their common sense. Considering we 
are a part of the foremost Christian nation of the 
world, a nation whieh has emblazoned upon its 
national flag no less than three crosses, that m 
Ontario our Provincial arms are also emblazoned 
with the cross, which crosses, if they mean anything 
at all, lfiean that we are a Christian Province, and 
that the religion of the crucified One is our glory
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