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amazement when they got a glimpse l 8ins and the effects

of his rear. They would not have
wondered at Michael's look had they
known of the conflicting emotions
that held him both then and through
out all the Mass—the anguished
horror of all he had come through in

then conferred on the first ministers
of His Church, on' His Apostles, the

| two-fold pewer of binding and loos
_ I g

ing whatsoever sins might be brought
|

the flve minutes that he had slum. |

bered on the Brown Knowe, and the
all-as - painful joy for that it was not
real. But as minute after minute

lapsed, the joy of escape outweighed |

more and more the horror—so much

80, indeed, that had Father Luke put |

his threat into execution, and sent
him hatless, shoeless, to kneel at
Carrig na-Mlaguard, beseeching the
sympathy of a jeering congregation,
he felt he could have done so with
delight swelling at his heart,
walked home, breathing air that was

As he |

a8 wine, the beautiful sense of relief |

that pervaded every nerve in
body made him utterly oblivious of
the discourse directed at him by
passing
and sneers alike—even the hilarious
laughter of rude youths, who elbowed

his |

neighbors, and the smiles |

their fellows, directing attention to |

Michael Connolly's chewed.-off coat
tails. He said to himself a hundred
times, “It was a warning, Michael,
it was a warning. Thank God for it!
Yox have done once and for all, now,

with that crock of cursed gold in |

under the Fairy Bowl,
goin' to be happy again.”

and you're

It is true that his good wife, Mary,
raged, questioning him, when he
entered home in his curtailed coat.
But even Mary's rage was almost a
Joy to him now He drew his arms
from out the coat, leaving it with
her, strode up to the room which w
above the kitchen, closed the door
behind him, and then knelt down,
bowing his head above clasped hands,
and in angelic resignation praying :
“Oh, Lord, Thy will, not mine, be
done !"— hisg eye inadvertently
glanced through the window, up the
Stony Park, and rested on the pleag-
ant green spot which encircled the
Fairy Bowl ; and thereupon sghaking
hia head sorrowfully, as he dropped
back to human plane, he added, in
undertone, to himself—not the Lord
—"though it is mortal shame it
should be so0.”

CONFESSION

The inclination to sin is universal,
Man is a sinful creature. Eversince
the fall of man, in the Garden of
Eden, the wickedness of men has
been great. The inclination to sin
exists in the just man, after his re
generation through baptism, as well
as in the unregenerated pagan ; and
through passion and temptation it
leads the greater portion of mankind
to rebel against their Maker, and to
Sransgress His law.

Did Christ, the Founder of Chris-
tianity, leave us any visible, palpable
remedy against sin, against all sin ?
Did Christ leave to His ministering
Cuurch the power of pardoning sin
committed after baptism ? And, if
He left such power, is it not a logical
sequence that those whose sins are
to be forgiven should confess them
to the priests of His Church ?

Most Christians, non-Catholics as
well as Catholics, admit that Christ’s
mission to the world was chie fly two-
fold. He came, first, to destroy error
and to teach all truth. Sece: to
do away with sin, end to establish
the empire of virtue in its stead.
I'nese may be called the fundamental
objects of Christ's coming and,
therefore, the fundamental objects
of Christianity, of the Church,
as a divine institution. Both these
objects He came to realize in a visi
ble, palpable manner. These objects
were to be the objects of Christianity
a8 long as it would exist on the
earth. And according to C 3t
promises Christianity was to exist
6ill the end of time ; therefore those
objects remain to be realized by
Christianity till this day and till the
end of time. And if there is no evi-
dence of a change in the original
plan of their realization they con
tinue to be realized in a sensible,
visible form—the very same as He
established it from the beginning of
Christianity.

Christ did not leave the knowledge
of truth to the decision of the
individual intellect. He established
a living, an authoritative, an infalli-
ble tribunal, which was to guide men
into all truth, and free them from
all error opposed to the doctrines of
salvation. Is it natural to suppose
that He left the manner of atoning
for sin, the manner of getting rid of
it, to the arbitrary will of every indi-
vidual sinner ? Did He leave to the
will* of every individual sinner to
judge the dispositions and conditions
for efficacious repentance ? Or, did
He appoint a ministry with power to
take cognizance of the sins com
mitted, of the conditions and disposi
tions of true repentance, and invest
them with the power to apply or to
retain the pardon for those sins 9

Christ gave to His Apostles the full
and exclusive power of forgiving and
retaining whatsoever sins might be
committed by men after baptism.
This He did when He laid down as a
last resource, to convert an offending
that they tell the
Church, and enjoined that if such
offender would not hear the (
they let him to them as
the heathen and the publican. (St.
Matthew xviii. 17). And He added :
"Amen, I say to you. whatsoever you
shall bind upon earth shall be bound
also in heaven ; and whatsoever vou

hall loote upon earth shall be loosed
s0 in heaven, (St. Matthew xviii.,
18.)

The power of binding and loosing
supposes bonds. What bonds ? Not
physical bonds. Spiritual bonds.
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brother, should
hurch,

should be
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And what are spiritual bonds, if not |

under the action of their Jjudicial
power : and He promised, in a most
solemn manner that the power thus
exercised by them on earth, would be
ratified in Heaven,

He died on the Cross. By
sufferings and death He paid
ransom for all sin ; not however. 80
that man might then, as long as the
world -lasted, go on and sin
never repent, and know
saved beforehand.
unreasonable view which forms the
basis of most non-Catholic religions,

of sins ? Christ ' town, then by the Liverpool

His |
the |

and |
himself |
That is the most |

School

Board, and finally by the Li\‘n-r:u)ul‘

Council of Education.” This shows
& recognition accorded to excellence
unobserved by religious bigotry,
The Guardian.

PROTESTANTISM AND
CATHOLICISM

VIEWED BY MATTHEW ARNOLD

At the moment when the attention
of the world is centered, though
somewhat vaguely, upon the Witten

| berg monk and his wark, a passage

Man still had free-will ; he still has |

it ; he will have it always. He cen
throw back the merits of Christ in
the face of God ; and he does. only
too frequently ; Christ reconciled
God and man ; He alone could pay
the debt ; for He is God and man ;
and man alone could never satisfy
God’s justice for gin,

The price was paid; and God
accepted ; but the acceptance was on
conditions ; and it remained for man
to keep these conditions with God's
help ; and that help was to be given
according to God's plan. The merits
of Christ's Blood were to be applied

| to the souls of those for whom He

shed it; applied according to a

method ordained by God,

What is that method ?
every sinner, by faith and hope, by
repentance and sorrow, shall apply
Chbrist's Blood himself and the
judge of the conditions and personal
dispositions required in the applica-
tion? By no means. The Redeemer
willed that these merits of His re-
deeming Blood should come to sin
ful man through the visible, external
channel of the Sacrament of Penance,
which He instituted for that purpose,
and that His Apostles and their
successors should be the dispensers
of this wholesome remedy the judges
of the dispositions with which it
was to be received by the applicants.

Non-Catholics usually dispose of
the question of confession in a ve ry
simple manner, which begs the whole
question, without even a pretence of
arguing it. They say: " Oh, no man
has power to forgive another man's
sing,” That begs the whole ques
tion; which is: ks there a Sacra
ment; and if so, who are the minis
ters of that Sacrament If there is
a Sacrament of Penance, men
the ministers of it, just as sure ly
men are ministers of ‘rament
of Baptism, in which non-Catholics
believe. So it is of no what
ever to say that no man can forgive
sins, without proving that there
no Sacrament for the forgiveness of
sins,

be

are
as

the Sa
use

All the Christian world believed in
the Sacrament of Penance for 1,517
years; when a body of Secessior
from the Chureh in G rmany began
to assert, without proofs of any sort,
that it was their business to r
the Church. The Sacrament
I)l‘llillll“' was not once
far from it. Wa showed tha
ly, quoting from leading “Reformers.”
The Church of England, as is shown
by the “Book of Common Praver
never wholly rejected
confession ; and to day
are heard in many Anglican Churches
in England 3ut, eventually,
non-Catholics gave up the idea
Sacrament of Penance. T
take it for a settled f web that th
no such Sacrament, and so ¢
" How
This
question

form
of
ab rejected ;
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the idea of
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most
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amounts to
e :\
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that it is possible to imagine.

In the Gospel of St John, C
XX., verses 19, 21, 22
r"lld H

" Now,'when it was late that same
day, being the first day of the week,
and the doors were shut, where the
dicciples were gathered together for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood in the midst, and said to them :
Peaca be with you. . As the
Father hath sent Me, I also send you.
When He had said this, He breathed
on taem and He said to them: Re-
ceive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sing
ye shall forgive, they are forgiven
them ; and whose sins ye shall retain
they are retained.”

The Protestant
Gospel reads:

" Whosever sins ye remit, they
are remitted unto them; and who
soever sins ye retain, they are re.
tained.”

sorb statement

aplter

and 23

version of the

Is it that’

| she

To remit is the same thing as to |

forgive.—The Casket.
———
ADOPTED SYSTEM OF THE
NUNS

In 1880, the English government
adonted a system for the training of

from Matthew
" Pagan

Arnold's
and Medieval

[EETTRS
Sentiment

will prove illuminating in spite of its |

innuendo and Anglican bias He
lavites the reader to visit with him
the reading room of the British
Museum, and there calls attention to
" the collection of the Abbé Migne,
lording it over the whole region, re
ducing to insignificance the feeble

| Protestant forces which hang upon

its skirts.” YetProtestantism is fully
represented  here in all its varieties,
for " Mr, Panizzi knows his business

| too well to permit it to be otherwise.”

He then continues
There is the library of Anglo

Catholic theology, learned, decorous,
exemplary, but a little uninteresting
there are the works of Calvin, rigid,
militant, menacing ; there are the
works of Dr. Chalmers, the Scotch
thistle valiantly duty as the
rose of Sharon, but keeping some-
thing very Scotch about it all the
while ; there are the works of Dr
Channing, the last word of religious
philosoply in a land where ev eryone
has some culture and where superior
illes are discountenanced,—the very
flower of moral and
mediocrity. But how
divided one against another
how, though they were all
are they dwarfed by the Catholic
Leviathan, their neighbor ! Maj
tic in blue and gold unity, this
fills shelf after shelf and compart
ment after compartment, its right
mounting up into heaven among the
white folios of the ‘' Acta Sanctorum,
its left plunging down into hell
among the yellow octavos of the
" Law Digest.” Everything is there,
in that " Encyclopédie Th
that " Nouvelle Encyclopédie,” that

I'roisiéme The logique,’ religion,
philosophy, history, biography, arts,
science, bibliography, The
work whole range of
human like one of the
great Middle Age cathedrals, it is in
itself a study for alife. Like the net
In Scripture, it drags everything to
hand, bad and good, lay and ecclesias
tical, sacred and profane, so that ig
be but matter for human concern,
Wide -embracing as the power whose
product 1if a power for history,
at any rate, eminently the Church :
not, I think, the Church of the future
but indisputubly the Church of the
past, the Church of the multitude

doing

are all these

and
united

its

logique,”

gossip.
embraces the
interests

1b8¢

18,

" This is why the man of imagina
tion,—nay, and the philosopher, too
In spite of her propensity to burn
him—will always have
for the Catholic Church ;
the rich treasures of human
which have been stored up
her pale
1ous

a weakness
life
within
The mention of other relig
of their leaders, at
In our mind the
thought of men of a definite type
the ment

bodies, or

once calls up
as
of

no such gpecial

their adherents ; ion

nolicis

8ts

nism suggests the
Boston

rout
1ggests

ull
and

shall [ say

the pell
of the {

men women o1
plays. This abun

Mign collection
faithfully reflects. People talk about
this or tl which they would
choose, if they were to pass their life
with only one ; for my part, I would
choose the Abbé Migne's collection.
Quidquid agunt Every-
thing, as I have said, is there,”

Such is the true Catholicity of the
Catholic Church. Matthew Arnold’s
statement, of course, that he does
not think she is the Church of the
future can only provoke a smile from
him who firmly believes in the
promise of Christ that He will be with
His Church to the end of time. She
could, therefore, neither have failed
in the past nor can she fail in the
future. The poet's little fling at her
propensity to burn philosophers
apparently overlooks the fact that
is the Church of St. Thomas
Aquinas, the greatest of all philoso
phers.—America.

are
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A TOUCHING LETTER OF MARY,
QUEEN OF SCOTS

The last letter of Mary, Queen of

| Scots, which will be placed on sale

pupil teachers, known as the “centre |

Bystem,” which had been originated
by the Notre Dame nuns,

was acknowledged by Mr, M indella,

This fact |

then vice president of the Edutation |

Department, at a pubhlic meeting held
in 1882, in these words
of this system belongs to the Roman
Catholics of this town. When I was
called upon to make a change in
Code of a change that
admit of the concentrat
of pupil teachers
that were advanced to me in favor of
it were the that
at
teaching of the female pupil.teachers
and the amount of the pe ntage of
honors these teachers had carried off
. The London toard
have adopted in imitation what was
first begun by the Catholics of this

1880 would
1 instruction
the

great success

School

“The origin |
| so

the |

arguments |

had |
tended the Catholic college in the |

|

8oon, proves of surprising interest.
IIL, a few hours before her death, it

firms theidea that the unhappy queen
wartyr to her religious con
victions, as well as the victim of her
cousin's jealousy. She tells how her
confessor had from her
that she cannot prepars as she
would wish for her last moment and
how her enemies ceased not to
upon her the mini tions of one
of their heretic . clergy. She com-
mends her attendants to the charity

wWas a
taken

been

rce

of the king since she is bereft of all,

and most of them are his subjects ;

and she says: “ The Catholic religion |

of the
me to

nd the
which

maintenance
God has given

right
this

crown are the two points of my con- |
| demnation, and

vet they will
allow me té say it is for the Catholic
religion that I die.”—The Guardian.

on |

intelligent |

because of |

| earth, they
| of the army, where everybody has
Written to her brother.in-law, Henri |

| tainly not out of respect for ¢
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THE FUTURE OF THE

CHURCH

This is a critical moment in the

| history of civilization and the ( ‘hurch

cannot remain passive while soc lety
i8 passing through an epoch making
historical transformation, It is con
ceded even in unfriendly quarters
that Catholics are right in attribut

| ing the great disaster that has come
| upon the world through the present

war to State
irreligion,
The modern State has secularized

irresponsibility and

marriage, education and everything, |
omnipotent |

and set itself up as an
and irresponsible power. The arro
gant political State authority as
personifled in Kaiserism has cast the

moral law and religlon to the winds |

| St. Thomas College
Chatham, N. B.

Boarding and Day School Conducted by the Basilian Fathers

and made its own selflsh interests
the norm of right and wrong. In
fact, the State could do no wrong

and its absolutism made might the |

criterion of right. The secular State
has threatened the moral progress of
mankind and has become a Moloch,
demanding the blood of its children.
In its arrogance it has not hesitated to
persecute the Church of God, and in

modern Europe has reduced it to the |

condition of a trembling slavey Cin-
derella, and a mere servant in the
house.

The all-powerful secular State
has been weighed in the balance and
found wanting. The of the
Holy Father beseeching peace before
the of Europe is consum-
mated, and the mutterings from the
abyss in many countries which por
tend a social revolution, are war nings
to the rulers that a day of reckoning
i8 at hand if the voice of the people
is not listened to.

The voice of the oldest and most
potent spiritual authority on earth is
raised in behalf of the people and
God. The Head of the Church speaks
one having authority from on
High, and he exercises his divinely
given prerogatives in behalf of God
and the brotherhood of man he
brings men's minds back to the fun
damentals of religion that lie at the
foundation of all moral and
Progress.

Agninst the lawlessness
of omnipotent, irresponsible govern
ment he interposes God’s moral law
of good faith, peace and love From
family, city, state, and the
world, humanity up and
acknowledge the right and power of
God and His Divine law if it would
bg saved from utter destruction and
have security for the futur

note

suicide

as

social

ferocious

nation

must rise

Hence there must 1 an access of
humility on the part of the State in
law of God in the

It
of the past in
out God and
breast in con
have

acknowledging the
rule
retrieve
trying to get
religion and strike

= 2
trition "while it
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of the government
blun
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must

its
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confesses, 1

In the new democracy the Church
will have a leavening influence, and
she has in the divine deposit of faith
the system of popular moral and re
ligious education that is necessary to
the enfranchise
ment of and of the poor and
lowly ones of the earth will tend to
curb the political and moral anarchy
the modern lawless State has
engendered. Already the reaction
has set in against the old idol of an
Stati The great
Church in the future will

Christianize the masses and
bring religion into the new soci wlized
order of It must be a

free Church in : ee State

BAVE world., The

women

thaid
vnat

secular
work of the
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Jovernix
that rules
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FRENCH PRIESTS AT THE
FRONT
has mobilized between
25,000 and 80,000 priests. Nearly
three-fourths of them are facing
death in the trenches or as stretcher
bearers at the front, and 3,000 have
actually been killed in the War.

France

| These figures are quoted by the Lon-

don Tablet as given by Father Henry
Flynn, cuté of Menilmont, to a repre
sentative of the Dublin Freeman's
Journal. No fewer than 6,000 ex
pelled priests, according to the same
authority, have voluntarily returned

| to France in answer to their country's

call.

Father Flynn added :

rendering a great service to their

country.

Called
It of the
the salt

be expressed in such a way.
by their vocation to be thes
have become

greeted them cordially, Providence

| uses an infinite variety of means to |
is a declaration of faith which con. |

defeat men's designs. It was cer
1011
cal laws, nor to help the ¢ to
recruit, nor to honor priests, t!

/ &F 3 was

law Les curés sac 1o
good out

3 au
Yet God brought
A blessing came in the disg:
Crose. So i )
the rites to their dying
It happens now tl

t} y

the same show

on the battlefield,
trenches and ambulane
between them a
brotherly sympathy, if it
no other result, is at least as effica
cious as the best of sermons, 1t is a
fact that since the

many soldier

curds
or

respec anu

o i} }
vialicn, nas

| Are, never have the French soldiers

been so careful to say their prayers,

| I hope that after the War they
| won't be expelled a second time after |

I hope that the gratitude |
| of the French Government wiil not

| conver

days of Joan of |

J
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Miramichi River, Fine

to attend Mass, to go to confles
and Holy Communion

Every month 000 M are
gaid by these soldier priests on the
lurid edge of the great world war
"1t (the spiritual awakening) in
the midst of the most tragic events,
like a spiritual retreat preparatory to
death, and it followed in the
fraternity of arms by the whole youth
of France.”"—America.
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youth all things are bright and full
of promise, The 18 the Annuncia
tion, the Visitation and the Nativity.
I'he first hint of sorrow foun
the presentation ; the prophe 3y
Simeon and the loss of l
Jesus. Yet, as in youth, the
was soon forg in the awe of the
Redemption and in the joy of restor
ation.
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otten

the
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Each
heart has its own Gethsemane, and
1t prays that the
but how
our dear Lord
as I will, but as Thou wilt.

not scourged by passions
and the frailties of our poor human
nature ; with the
Very sma
wrder to  bear

maturity we realize that
world is a battlefield and the
of life press heavily upon us

Chalice may pass
few us say with
“Nevertheless, not

away of

evervday

ri whos ness mal
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n it

crown

makes re €

and unfaithfu

us )
1 we
wwrries a
fall

some

Each
beneath which we
And have we not small
in Mary's anguish on Calvary
kneel at the deathbed

young ones ?
In our o!d age we find our recom
| pense, We rise above orldly
things. We have borne the heat and
burden of the day, but now evening
has come we put aside the garments
of folly and ascend to the gtate
whore we are worthy to receive the
gifts of Holy Ghost. Parified
| and sanctified, our like Our

Lady's body, will assumed in
{ heaven ; and—our crown.

The days and years slip by.

| pass through joy and sorrow ; sorrow

and joy, telling each bead in the

| Rosary of life until the weary soul is
| realized and goes to its rount.
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GROWIH BY CONVERSIONS
A Protestant writer quoted recent
ly in the Literary Digest said: “ It is
noticeable that Catholicism grows up
| almost entirely by absorbing its own
| children rather tban by proselytism.’
This the common
Protestants and among
lice as well, remarks
Convdrt. The convert figures, how
ever, do not warrant such a con
clusion. The Catholic population in
the United States gained
158,000, and the minimum
15,000, Therefore ne \rly
the numerical increas
Jhurch was due to conversior
yver, i8 only the
n the two. Conve
ltiply the same
of the population.
I'en per cent. may be the direct con
tribution made each year by fresh
sions, but if were ible
results through geveral

is view among
many Catho

16 Catholic

last 3
convert

1 of
gimpl
in m

a8 the

other ments

it DO

to trace the
| generations and determine how many

born in the Church each year would
: not have been Catholics without
| some convert progenitor, the percen
‘ tage would have to be reckoned far
i greater

aen |

| was

| disappear and be forgotten
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MONTH OF THE ROSARY

Say, dearest Mother Mary,
\l:») L

an it be

That, hay claim’st

0O

ing hou

tober too ?

The flowers of Spring we plucked and
Rave

And these

thou sue ?

o thee,

1

sad leaves of Autumn wilt

When evenings first were 1 ngthening
calm and warm,
lit thy
bloom ;
Now falls the night full swift
lowe

We with

altars gay lily-
with
ring storm
And still thy tapers st:

ing gloom,

1y the advanc

Tis thine, and ten
Mother dear!
I'his ripe and crisp Octobe

times wele

* month is

What though our flowers
and sere

dar of ‘1')\(‘

(
be t
e scant

The C:
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Autumn

5 our fading
didst ble

yer as
88 their » .
Rev. ABram J

THE PASSION FLO\Y

When the Spaniards discovered
South America they eaw
other plants 1 to them a climbing
shrub, having from two to
fruit bearing flowers,
the d
priest was
vians, or aboriginal
amidst the wild
native forests. His subject was the
Pagsion of our Lord. His eyes sud
denly glanced at this curious flower,
which hung in festoons from the
tr overhead, and, like St. Patrick

th the shamrock, he saw with the
eye of a saint a vivid picture of the
sad story of Calvary.

The rings of thread which sur
round the cup of the flower, and
which are motsled with blue, crim
son, and white, suggested to his
mind tutored by meditation, the
Crown of Thorns, stained with
bloog, the five antlers, on the stam
ens, represented the Five Wounds ;
the three styles, the which
fixed our Blessed Lord to the
Cross ; and the sir column
which rises in the of the
flower, were made bring before
the minds of these wild savages the
harrowing scene of the
rowful of the
Rosary. So, without Bible or
did this holy man instruct his c
verts on the ion ; l
day our beautiful cr
flower is called
In all

same name,

umong

three
unlike

One

to the Peru-
inhabitaz

scenery

ever

preaching

seen,

of their

nails

1galar
cenbér
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cond Sor
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Mystery Most

books,
to
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Flower," lang
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