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Father 
From every

real bore 
Gregory1 O'Bryan, 
part of the city people 'had flocked 
to the Gesiu. Almost all the priests, 
#0tihi pastors and curaitee, of the Eng­
lish-speaking* perishes of Modtreal, 
representatives of laH the religious 
orders, filled the sanctuary; while 
nuns of varlcws congregations were 
oeen throughout the church. The 
occasion was felt to be a solemn 
one. By the death of Father O’Bryan 
the clergy of Canada have lost one 
of their most- oonepicuous figures, 
the Jesuit -order in this country pro­
bably their best known inember; the 
faithful in general *. misedoner whose 
powerful and-lnanly eloguence has 
been heard in- alraôét every part of 
Canada," the Catholics of Montreal, 
and especially the Irish Catholics, a 
priest whom they loved and 
whom they were justly proud.

Like at least two others of his 
fellow Jesuits, Fattier Kearny and 
Father Connolly, Farther Gregory 
O’Bryan was a native of Halifax, N. 
S. He was boro there on April 
28th. 1858, being thus but scarcely 
over 49 years of age when he died. 
He studied for a time ait the Grand 
Seminary in Montreal, -but felt him­
self called to the religious life and 
in August, 1879, be entered tih 
Jesuit novitiate et Sault au Recol 
let. In the novitiate with him at 
this time were five of the men who 
at some time or other were associ­
ated with him in the work at Loyola 
College: Frs. Kavanagh, Devine,
Devlin. Fox and Cotter. After his 
two years’ noviceship and a further 
year spent in literary studies, Fr. 
O’Bryan was sent to St. Mary’s 
College on Bleury street. A year 
later we find him in England at 
Stonyhurst for his philosophical 
studies. In 1885 his superiors sent 
him to St. Boniface, Man., to he 
one of the pioneers tn opening this 
Jesuit College. He1 began his theo­
logical studies in Montreal, but 
was sent to complete them in Ire­
land at Mill town Parte, Dublin, where 
he was ordained priest.

From the first, his superiors had 
remarked in him a wonderful gift 
of preaching, and after his ordina­
tion gave him time to prepare him­
self for this ministry by Studying the 
Fathers of the Church and by giving 
missions under the direction of ex­
perienced Irish missionary Fathers. 
From Ireland he went to Rochamp- 
ton. London, England, for his ter- 
tianship, a year devoted to prayer 
and the study of asceticism and of 
the Institute of the Society of Jesus. 
The Lenten season of 1892 -brought 
him back finally to Canada and in­
augurated that missionary career 
which, though short, was of unpar­
alleled activity. Up and down Ca­
nada he travelled, and even into 
Newfoundland and the United States, 
seemingly incapable of fatigue. He 
was heard to say recently to one 
that showed surprise a/thds acquaint­
ance with a oertarin priest, that he 
Imew every English-speaking priest 
n Ontario—he might almost have 
wid in Canada. There are few Ca­
tholic centres of any importance in 
-vhich Father O'Bryan haa not 
preached; few religious communities 
to whom he bee not given retreats.
He many times gave diocesan re­
treats. He was the counsellor of 
Priests and people alike, and the 
«mfldant of bishops. Hi, thorough 
acquaintance with the needs of every 
paruO, in -a diocese made bishops 
. hi® advice, while the work of 
conversion wrought in perishes 
«used pastor* to seek eagerly tor 
*'= ministrations.

'Father O'Bryan was a most <fis- 
Hnguisherl preacher. Apart from 
«o auanft preaching o< an unblem- 

c life and the pnayerfulness that
/'"S” down «">«*. Father O'Bryan
„ tho -raturai gifts that make

orator and recall the traits of
■““'el O'Connell. ,

A tall,' strikingly,
tyinrcW..!

PRICE FIVE CENTS

Death of Rev. Father Gregory 
O’Bryan, S. J.

One of Canada’s Most Distinguished Scholars—Rector of Loyola 
College—Remarkable Pulpit Orator,

for a word; his difficulty lay in 
choosing amongst the many which 
came crowding to his mind.

The dominant note in Father 
O Bryan s character as a missioner 
was his litter self-forgetfulness. A 
fellow-missioner relates to us how 
Father O'Bryan always insisted on

It was a school cf patiqmoe, resig­
nation and gentleness, in which the 
kindness and generosity of the rec­
tor shone more conspicuously 
even in the missioner. A trial pe­
culiar to himself was that of being 
frequently misunderstood by these 

, who did not know him. He wee
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making his companion rest while he thought by some to be unsympathe- 
would rise in time to say the sorti- j tic, and even at times, by those who 
est Mass and to bear any stray con- misinterpreted his jokes, somewhat 
fessiou, and this alter having preach- sarcastic. On the contrary, he was 
ed several times the day previous ■ one of the kindest of men ’ He never 
and having spent six and eight hours deliberately gave pain, and whenever 
even till late at night in the con- , made aware that someone had taken

Indeed it was surprising 
how little sleep he seemed to re-

But his health was being gradual­
ly worn out. Twelve years ago

offense at some remark of his, he 
was never satisfied till he had made 
an ample apology.

At the general convention of the 
A.O.H. in August, 1906, Rev. Fiv -------- -----------  v ~ **0" ---- /T.v/.n. Ill JVUgUSL, l»Ub, Kev. Fr.

fell ill in Halifax, and the physician j O'Bryan was chosen Provincial Chap- 
then warned him that he had but. ! iàin. '
ten more years to live unless he re- ; Though generally feeling well and 
laxed from this mode of life. Father j outwardly the picture of robust 
O'Bryan was then but thirty-seven, j health and colossal strength. yet 
At forty-seven he was condemned by ! death was ever near him. He lived 
frequent attacks of heart disease toj in the thought of death. If ever he 
give up forever the missioner's life. ; was tempted to forget it, a sharp 

In the meantime he did not spare attack would recall to him the fact 
himself. He would accept no ho-li- that at any moment he might have 
day, refuse no mission: the good j to face his God. One of the worst
was waiting to be done, the grain 
was white for the harvest and he 
simply could not, even for a time, 
seek quiet and rest.

In 1896 a different field of work 
opened before him. A college for 
English-speaking boys was opened in 
Montreal, and to Father O’Bryan 
was entrusted the work of organiza­
tion. The greet- missioner -became am 
administrator, to break loose every 
now and then to preach a/ mission or 
give a diocesan retreat. Ih 1902, 
the Rev. A. E. Jones being named 
Rector of Loyola, Father O’Bryan 
was once more free to go on the 
missions, and he availed himself of 
his opportunities to the full.

Early in 1905 his friends noticed 
that the great missioner showed un­
mistakable signs of fatigiue. His
heart had weakened under the 
Strain. In August, 1905, Father 
O’Bryan was once more Rector at 
Loyola, but this time chained to his 
post. This was the most trying 
period of his life. To & man of his 
bound!es energy and activity, to
remain quiet in tis room or on the 
same flat#: not to go up stairs, not 

of ho walk fifty yartie from the door,

of these attacks was at Father 
Doherty’s funeral. He seems tc- have 
thought himself dying, but the at­
tack passed off and Father O’Bryan, 
as if nothing had happened, took 
his place amongst the clergy who 
were reciting the office for the dead. 
The disease was slowly gaining or 
him. Absolute rest and absence of 
all worry might delay the end for 
years.

On Monday evening, June 3rd, the 
Loyola College Old Boys’ Associa­
tion, which Father O’Bryan hod or­
ganized. held its second annual meet­
ing. When the refreshments had 
been got through, and the speeches 
by "old boys” and present students 
bad been delivered, Father O’Bryan 
rose and gave a stirring address. He 
attributed the prosperity of the col­
lege to the good example set by the 
boyd whom the college had trained. 
He held up before these young men 
already engaged in different pro­
fessions, in business life, or in pre­
paration at the universities, or still 
at college, the ideal of the Catholic 
gentleman, true to Holy Church in­
public, whether in social or politi­
cal duties, aa In private life. He 
spoke of the courage needed to hold 
principle, above expediency, truth

ed to form, and he delivered it with 
all the energy of his ardent soul. 
But this speech fatigued him great­
ly. "I shall have to grive up speoikting 
altogether," he repeated sadly.

On Thursday, the day of his death, 
he set out for Sault-au-Recol let to 
attend the funeral of an eld friend 
and fellow novice. Father Danel. Fr. 
Angus Campbell, S.J., come out 
from Scotland to grive missions in 
Gaelic through Nova Scotia, arriv­
ed, and Father O’Bryan saw him off 
on the noon train for the cast. In 
the afternoon he attempted to go 
down to the Place Viger Hotel to 
bid good-bye to another old friend, 
Mr. Thomas Kenny, ex-M.P. for Ha­
lifax, a sufferer from the same dis­
ease that was so soon to- prove fatal 
to himself, and whom he had ad­
ministered a few weeks ago. Father 
O'Bryan seemed in his usual health 
all evening, went to supper with tlbe 
community, and to prayers in the 
chapel. A little later his great 
friend. Dr. McCarthy, came in to 
have a chat, and after examining 
him advised him to remain quiet, 
as he had overexerted himself To­
wards half-past ten Father Dcyle, 
hearing him cough, got up and canto 
as he had often done before to listen 
at his door whether all was well. 
He found him seated in an armchair 
in the middle of hits room. A feeling 
of suffocation had come upon him, 
and he had got up out of bed. "1 
am not well at all," he replied to 
Father Doyle’s query. "Then I shall 
send for the doctor." "No, do not 
disturb him. It i? only a difficulty 
in breuthing." But Father Doyle 
persisted and the doctor was sum- 
monad. A second doctor was called 
when the injections administered 
took no effect.

As soon os Father O’Bryan learnt 
that he was in danger, ho asked for 
the Last Sacraments and mode his 
last confession. Almost Immediate­
ly afterwards he was seen- to be 
sinking rapidly. The rest cf the 
yommunity were hastily aroused. 
Father O’Bryan was conscious al­
most to the Last breath; calm ami 
collected, though gasping for breath, 
he replied to the questions put to 
him; gasped out pious ejaculations, 
and quietly ceased to breathe while 
his brethren, kneeling around him, 
recited the prayers far -the dying.

It was only during the seven 
o’clock Mass next morning that the 
boys were told of the death of their 
Rector, when they were asked to 
offer the indulgences of their com­
munions or- this feast of the Sacred 
Heart 1er the repose of his soul.

His -body, clothed in purple vest­
ments, remained exposed till Mon­
day morning. An almost continuai 
stream of visitors came to pray 
before the remains.

On Monday morning at eight 
o clock the funeral procession start­
ed for the Geeu, the beys of Loyola 
College leading the way.

At tihe Gesu, the 'office for tho dead 
was recited by the assembled clergy 
and the boys cf St. Mary’s College. 
Father Doyle said the Mass—a low 
Mass, in accordance with the cus­
tom of the Jesuit Order. As has 
been said, the church and sanctuary 
were filled. Several priests came 
from Ontario and more would -have 
come had the notice of the funeral 
appeared in the Ontario papers.

After the service, the remains Were 
conveyed to the Sault tor interment. 
Several members of the local clergy, 
amd Fathers Brady (Hamilton) amd 
Corbett and McRae, Cornwall, 
and representatives from the 
different Jesuit houses, students 
of Loyola College; with the re­
latives of the deceased and a few in­
timate friends followed the hearse. 
Rev. Father Bourque, Rector of the 
Novitiate, received the body, and a 
choir of novices sang the Benediotus, 
as the body was lowered in the 
grave.

Thus was simply laid m bis last 
resting-place one who was much 
loved apd will be long regretted. He 
died young, but he worked hard and 
accomplished much.

TV> the brother prieets of Father 
O’Bryan the True Witness extends its 
sympathy m their loas of a true 
friend end adviser: to Loyola Col- 

ï rector of deep culture; to the 
order, a gwdly pnfert and to 

>winnr relatives a brother 
ulrhpd manner. oourtli- 
neea of heart hail rev

Clernmeo Need Just such a Tonic * '
as Abbey’s Salt. It gently 
regulates stomach, liver and 
bowels — helps appetite and 
digestion — strengthens and 
invigorates the whole system..

ALL DRUGGISTS, 36 and 6O0. BOTTLE.

Buy a Cadillac !

Anyone at all interested in automobiles will 
find the Cadillac the most dependable of popular- 
priced cars, to which is added the incredibly low 
cost of maintenance.

We’re selling these machines as low as jtnoo 
and recommend them for all sorts of service in 
town or country. There is more certainty of good 
value and thorough satisfaction in a “Cadillac” 
than in any other car in sight.

The simple fact that more Cadillacs were sold 
last year than any other car in the world carries 
its own argument.

The Canadian Automobile Co.
Garage, Thistle Curling Rink. Offloe, 843 Craig West.

Resolution of
Condolence.

•The following resolutions wero 
adopted at a meeting of Division No. 
1, Ancient Order of Hibernians, held 
June 7, 1907:

Whereas, Deep consternation fills 
the hearts of the members of this 
Division on learning of the sudden 
death of their beloved chaplain, tho 
Rev. Gregory O’Bryan, S J.;

And whereas, Through the demise 
of our "Koggmrth A noon’’ tihe order 
in general, and Division No. 1 in 
I «articular has suffered an almost 
irreparable loss in the (loath of omo , 
who, by his sterling qualities, and j 
zeal aided towards the elevation of 
our people to the higher standards j 
of principle, religious zeal amd na­
tionality, and who by his kindly ad­
vice and enoaunagemonJt on dent ed 
himself to every member of our or-

Resolved, That a solemn Requiem 
Mass be offered up tor the happy re­
pose of our deceased friend and bro­
ther, and that our charter be draped 
in mourning tor three months;

Resolved, That these resolutions be 
spread on the minutes of this meet­
ing, and copies sent to the pr.' 
for publication.

Brennan’s
Summer Goods

Wash Vests 
Wash Ties 
Duck Trousers 
Belts
Sleeveless Jerseys 
Bathing Suits 
Straw Hats 
Panama Hats 
1-4 Size Collars at

BRENNAN'S
251 St. Catherine Street West,

7 St. Catherine Street East

Sacred Heart Church 
Destroyed

Ottawa., June 10.—The Church ol 
I'he Sacred Heart ait the corner of 
Cumberland street and Laurier ave­
nue eaet, wafl totally destroyed by 
a fire which broke out about 5.45 
this evening, and the work ol dee- 
truction was completed within am 
boiur. It was a comparatively re­
cent structure, amd additions were 
even yet in course of construction. 
The fire is believed to have originat­
ed at the frontemtnanoe cif the church 
on Cumberland Street, the unfinished 
portion. The flames were discover­
ed by Rev. Fat&fr Duohaueeole, of the 
Junioriate of the Sacred Heart, 
where the priedts and instructor» re­
side, across the Street, and he rang 
tn the alarm. Within ten minutes 
the fire brigade wee on the scene, 
but though thirteen1 c_ ~ 
soon playing on. t#És 
could avert t! 
church, one -of 
NofhWmyw

»° damaged that they will have to 
be demolished.

The total loss la placed at) $150,- 
000, with insurance of $90,000, 
while cm the church was e debt of 
over $100,000.

Father Joanotte lie the priest of 
the perish. The lose is a heavy 
one to the congregation, but doub­
ly so to the Oblate Order, which 
owned and erected it, mtd which hod 
not yet recovered from the blow 
sustained in the lose of the Ottawa 
University, a few years ago.

The fire brigade did good work in 
confining the fire to the church, as 
the wind was very high and tihe 
embers were carried some distance. 
The house of Dr. Chabot, immediate­
ly east of the church, wee in peril, 
but was saved by the exertions of 
the firemen. 4$

The dome of the university took 
fire, but the flames were qpldkly ex­
tinguished by the use of the col 
hose by the students.

The Church of the Sacred 
was the one Sir WiMrtd and 
Laurier attended. r


