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1 “RELIGION” WITHOUT A CREED

(B REV, P. A. SHEEHAN, D D)

(Continued from Last Week.)
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want to hear no more about dogmab
or disputations—Arian or Anglican,

Calvinist or Sociniam, High Church

or Low Church, Irvingite or Sw(-d(tm»
porgian. We bend our necks th
po man, no Church, no Creed. '\\e
claim the privilege of unshackled .1n—
tellectual freedom. We pin our faith
to no formulas. We subscribe to

Within us is the light
Without us the laws of
society. That we shall follow; these
we obey. But Churches, Creeds,
Confessions of Faith—

This theory, = although admitting
the necessity of some restrictioms on
human freedom, grants the widest la-
titude to that libertinism of thought
which is claimed as the dearest pr"x—
vilege of humanity. We admit, it
is said, the necessity of curbing hu-+
of restricting desires
within bounds compatible with the

eafety and comfort of others. But

our thoughts must be free. We must
be at liberty tq believe, or not be-
lieve. Society may tie our hands
and lock our lips; but no human au-
thority shall or camn restrict the

God-given privilege of intellectual li-

berty. Whait is it to any man whe-

ther in the secrecy of my own soul

I believe there is a God or no-God; a

Trinity or no Trinity; a God-man, or

& mere sage and philanthropist; a
soul within me with. eternal  des-

tinies hefore it, or I—a mere animal,
with just the instincts, desires and
end of the brute creation? I shall
allow no man to put shackles on my
intellect. The law will pumish me
if I Lreak it. Quite- sufficient themn
for me is the moral law, the law of

society, my own comscence ! we shall
bave none of them. If we want to
worship, the expamse of Nature will
be our sanctuary; the dome of Heaven
our Temple; the interchamge of cour-
tesies with our kind our Ritual; the

Poets will be our Apostles; History

our Evangelist, We shall worship in

temples, not made by hands, and 6ur
. Apotheosis shall be our final return

1 the inorganic creation. We are

tontent to be merged in the wniverse

of matter !
80 say in speech and book amd
Pemphlet, from press and platform,
. in prose and verse, essay and lecture
. the adherents of this the mewest and
most widely spread amd the most
| ®pecious and attractive form of athe-
¥m which has appeared in our time,

‘And yet the incomststency of those
¥ho argue thus js apparent. The

orsequances, it - pushed to logical
onclusions, would be calamitous,
" For this “‘moral semse,” inmate or

What are the

no articles.
of reason.

man passion,

Bequired, must rest on some princi-}

P&, 11 the precept, *Thou’ shalt ot
»"" 18 accepted, the principle from
ch it originated and om which

¢ depends must  he accepted also.
v it is not & mere whim

light and natural .

ciple, tacitly acknowledged by the
entire race, and which is formulated
in the theory or statement in which
all men acguiesce: ‘It is wrong and
criminal to shed the blood of an-
other.” But that is dogma. There-
fore, in accepting the common religi-
ous and social principle, you put the
yoke of dogma around your neck.
The same rule applies to every
moral principle hy which society
cemented and solidified.
says: ‘‘Whosoever
that it
or rob, or

is
The Church
declares or holds
right to steal
or bear
witness, let him be anathe-
The non-dogmatist says:
‘“Every man possesses a moral sense;
and this declares that it is criminal
in se, and subversive of all moral
order, to steal, or murder, op bear
false witness; and whosoever holds
this criminal theory is omly fit to
be put outside the pale of civiliza-
tion.”” Where here is the difference
in the formula ? The veriest non-
dogmatist has ‘‘anathema’ on his
lips as well as the dogmadtic church.
Yes, but we are not speaking now
of moral precepts, is the reply. There
we are at We admit that the
basis of all morality ig the dogmatic
principle,
Councils,
drawn

is
murder,
false
ma.””

one.,

What we repudiate is your
your decrees, your fine-
definitions and distinctions
about articles of Faith, of whose in-
ner meaning you can know nothing,
much less teach us. We freely admit
that the moral teachings of Chris-
tiamity are very beautiful: and we
try to fashion our lives thereom. But
we stop there. As to the person of
Christ, His origin, His nature, His

mission, His miracles, His power, we
know nothing. We accept His moral
teachings as \quite in consonance with
our ‘“‘moral sensc."/ We reject all
dogmas connected with His per'son,
His mission, or His miracles.

THE TRIUMPH OF THE INCARNA-
TION.

But does not all the force of the
supreme moral teachifg of Christ
come from the fact that He was a
Divine teacher ? Why do you not
accept the' teachings of Confucius, of
Siddartha, of Sencca, of Marcus Au-
relius, of Epictetus ? Because they
'we,re men, liable to error; amd be-
cause they spoke without authority.
What has given weight to the words
of Christ, such weight that evem to-
day, after nineteen hundred years,
they are accepted as the su Teme em-
bodiment of all ethical eaching ?
The answer is, His authority, The
authority of a mere sage or philoso-
pher ?  Certainly not. This would
bring Him down to the level of So-
crates. What then?  His authori-
ty, as God. There is no denying it.
There is no possible suppression of
that faith, latent and dormamt in
some minds, but existent in all minds
that Christ is the Son of the JLiving
God. The very hatred men bear to
Him, their blasphemies against His
adorahle name, prove this, If He
Were a mere sage, the world would
bow its head and pass Him by. But
the world knows He is much more
and hefice it rages agaidst Him. It
cannot separate His teachings from
His mission. It cannot separate His
mission from His person. It canmot,
separate His person from His God-
head. Whether it accept His teach+
ing as the supreme moral code for
| humsnity, or rejects with hatred His
teaching and His Person alike, it ad-
mits unconsciously and unwillingly,
by adapting His moral law tq its
Oown moral sense, the dogma of the
Incarnation.

In the same way, non-dogmatists
have to confess their belief in o4,
- His wtrlbﬁm and His peclestions,
‘The. moment, they accept the natval
law or the guidance of reas»n thry
profess gheir  faith in the goodness
‘and ommisclence, the mercy fnd jrs.

tice of God.”

For if'there e a ma-
* conscience, Innate io

soul. it cannot s;ring
. dature; nor from

ror

cote,.

law directing the will, there must Le
some dogmatic influence controlling
the intellect. TLaw is universal, in-
exorable. In the organic and inor-!
ganic kingdoms it is the one thing
that is most clearly in evidence. All
things are controlled by law, and
bow to its behests. Caif the intel-
lect of man ‘alone break away irom
the Universe and be uncontrolled ? 1s
man’s intellect the one exceptiom te
the Cosmos that reigns throughout
the universe ? Who emangipated it
from the universal order, and gave
it a charter of umlicemsed liberty ?
Or, who flung the reins over its hack
and bade it go forth, uncurbed
unbridled, while all things
even the paramount will of man.
have to suffer themselves to be
dragged into discipline and obedience
by that tremendous centripetal force,
which we designate Law in the inor-
ganic and lower animal creatiom, amd
conscience or themoral sense in man?
The suggestion can be advamced only
to be rejected.

and
else,

Such an irregularity
would be opposed to all krfown laws.
Tt would be a deordination in a
world of order.

But if the intellect, like all things
else, has to be curbed, it is quite
clear that, from its very nature, that
curb must be that is,
the intellect must submit to accept
some primary truths, formulated by
some authority,

intellectual;

external to itseM.
And these truths, thus addressed to
the inteilect, can take but one shape,
that of dogmatic truth, What Law
is therefore to the organic or
ganic creation—universal, irexorable,
imperious and necessary: what the
““moral semse’’ to
the will of man, even that is dogma
to the intellect.

ino’r-ﬁ

or conscience, is
You may reject Ni-
cene or Athanasian Creeds: vou may
spurn the Thirty-Nine Articles
other formulas.
of dogma.

or
You canmot get rid
Even Carlyle, who
the changes of umlimited
the early of Christian-
ity, was compelled to admit at last

rary,
scorn on

controversics

that on the acceptance or non-acoept-
ance of that one vowel in the Creed
of Nicae the
depended.

whole of Christianity

ATHEISM BEGETS ANARCHY .

But, if we suppose that dogma could
be suppressed, or public morals made
independent of it, political ecomom-
ists would be compelled to fall back
upon the monistic theory amd the
consequences of Natural Selection
pushed to the extremes by the pro-
letariat, or on some theory of so-
cial ethics or humanitarianism, which
would be equally %ulnmiwus. Nay,
we are witnesses in these latter timegq
of such disasters coming down upon
society from the demial of dogma. amd
the repudiation of authority, For
what, is Saint+Simonism, with its
ugly brood of Socialists, Nihilists,
Communists, French ‘““Solidaries,”’
Italian Anarchists, etc., but the lo-
gical consequemce of the demial of
any dogmas binding the in-
tellect and the denial of
moral law binding the will of man ?
It is easy for a modern doctrinaire,
seated at his writing desk, surroumd-
ed by his books, or lolling 1in his
reading chair, to sweep away creeds
and formularies, and ridicule rites
and ritual, that really belong to
humanity, and must take form in
Ssome shape to satisty man’s needs.
But, when the apparently harmless,
speculative demunciatioms of exist,ng
beliefs or governments take root in
the minds of the vast army of the
disappointed and discontented, and
altars are overturned and govern-
menfts upset, men  begin to perceive
how easily theories pass into prac-
tice and how evil a Crop may de-
velop from poisonous seed. Between
Carlyle, fulminatitg from his sound-
proof attic in Chelsea agamst all ex-
isting creeds, governments ‘amd S0~
cial life; and Karl Marx, accepting
all this denunciation as the righte-
ous comdemnation of existing shams
and chimeras, where is the differerice?
The appeal to ‘“‘Veracities” and “Un-
veracities,” when men are told there
is nothing true nor genuine, nor ho-
nest under the sum, will have the ef-
fect of sharpenming the hunger and
quieting - the cos of the moh,
‘which' demands an.

equality that it
ywill not concede and a common pro-

ed but Atheism in theory and Anar-
chy in practice ?
GOD OR THE MOB MUST RULE.
It is impossible to disprove that
logical and peremptory sequence—No
dogma, No ethics; it is impossible to
bind the conscience of men with sha-
dowy abstractions and vague appeals
to phantom virtues, undefined by doc-
trinal truth and by
some supreme authority, which makeg

unsupported

the practice of such virtues impera-
tive. It lends but sanction
man vice and to
noble lives, and quit yourselves
men in the fight !
“What noble lives 2"’
what means ‘‘to guit oursclves
men 2"’

to hu
passion Live
liko

The question will

say:

recur: are and
like
Robin Hood and his merry
men had their

because

own code of monals,

““the good old rule
Sufficed for them, the simple plan,
That they should take who have the
power,

And they should keép who camn.*

But Robin Hood amd every pirate
and freebooter that ever lived, bhe-
lieved that they were living free, no-
ble lives; and that certainly
quitted themselves like men in
fight.”

‘“they

the
And who can now deny that
the world, in spite of its lip-Christi-
anity, has always had a secret sym-
pathy with these children of tha road,
or with the footpads and homicides
on a larger scale, whom it calls its
But,

hang

heroes  and its conquerors ?

will this do ? Can society

together on such theories 2 Or must

there not be some voice, as of Sinai

to pronounce first the everlasting

dogma :

“T am the Lord, thy God,”

and then, as a consequence, the inex
orable precepts:
“Thou shalt’’

Yes, it
that lead clean, just,

honorable lives unless some

and ““Thou shalt not."”

perfectly futile

18 to  pre-

tend men must
one de
are purity, justice
But,
be

hind that authority must 1

fines what and
honor,

behind  that

authorityg

definition
there must and be-
e its cre-
dentials founded on dogmatic truth

It may be said that all
manifest that while the multitude

still clings to its pleasant

this is so
formula:
“Religion, but no creed, no church’’ ;
the lnxuling thirkers among
s willingly admit that
neither
Hence,

unbeliev-
this
logical nor reasomaple,
the curious

idea
s
change that
come over the tome amnd temper
certain leading
time,

has
of
sciemtists
Instead of the fierce,

in our
bitter
cast upon religious beliefs 1
the whole French

scorn, )V

school, and imita-
ted, to their eternal shame, |
tain English thinkers, there appears
now a quiet -half-apologetic, wholly
dere(‘aAory tone, as of x‘nun

boasted inscomim’mly of their

ity and have found the ground
ping from beneath their foet,

have already seen how Carlyle
fied his scornful invectives against
the Fathers of the early Councils,
and just now we find in
Spencer’s Aumhiq:rn,ph_\,
be accepted as hig last. word and the
expression of his most mature con-
victioms, the fO”OWfr,qg sigmificant, if
half-hearted declaration, that a
ligious creed or cultus of some
is a necessity.

Yy cer-

who
secur-
slip-
We

modi-

Herbert,
which may

TO-
kind
Coming from the pen
of so thorough a scientist, who has
been all hig life preaching the steady
Progression of mankind by “‘evolu-
tion and the Processes of natural
selection’” and the perfectibility of
the species which is but awaitig
time and opportunity for develop-
ment they bear their own lesson:

HERBERT SPENCER’S LAsT

" WORD.

‘“Whilst. the current creed was slow-
ly losing its hold on me, the whole
question seemed to be the truth or
untruth of the particular doctrines 1
had been taught. But, graduaiiy,
and especially of later years have
become aware that this is nov. the
sole question. Partly, the
knowledge obtained of human  so-
ciety, has caused this. Mamy have,
I believe, recognized the fact that a
cult of some sort, with its soctal
embodiment, is @ constituent in every
society which has made any progress,
The of evid lassi and
arranged in the Descriptive Sociolo-
&Y have forced this belief on me

y

wider

in-
if not against my will,
‘any desire to entertain

some such agency. * * * ‘Phus

have come to look
calu:ly on forms

more amd oy
to which I had in earlier days a pro
found aversion. Holdirg that they
are in the main naturally adapted to
their respective peoples and times, it
that

and

now seems to
should
long as the conditions permity;
that

me well they

severally Live work as
an
further, sudden changes of  re-

ligious. institutions, as of political
fol-

how-

institutions; are certain to-be
lowed by reactions

if not chiefly,

Largely,

ever, this charge of

feeling toward religious ereeds  and

their sustaining institutions has re
from

the

sulted a deeponing  conviction
that by
tan never be an unfillesd sphere;

that

sphere  accupied them
hut
there  must  continue

to arise

afresh the great questions oneerning

ourselves and  surrounding things:

and that, if
of
ing in the place of positive answers
By
know much, more than by those who
little felt the

religions

not positive answers

then modes conscionsness,  stand-

must ever ramain., those  who

lerow is there need for

explanation Thus croxds

which
the

Im one way
that

tion socks to occupy and

or another oceupy

sphere rational interpretas

fails and

fails the more the more it

seeks,

have come to regard with a sympa

thy based o commumity of need,

feeling that dissent from th m re

th

wish

sults from inability 1o accept

solution offerad with

foinad
be
of

admission

did

the
that solution could
There

this

found."”

is no noxd paraphrasing
singular
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the laws of right and wrong are eter
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on eternal and unchangeal,le fruth,

and not
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exipon
cies, is a problem Autonio-
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Notes from the Parishes

———

ST. ANN'S PARISH,
The St. Anm's Young Men's
ciety

So-
held a pilgrimage to St. Pla-
cide on Labor Day, which was large-
ly attended notwithstanding the
favorable weather. At the  church
Benediction  of the Blessad Sacra-
was imparted by Rev, Father
Rioux, P.P., assisted by Rev. F
Strubbe and Holland

un-

ment

athers

Next Sunday the regular
meeting of the T. A, & B.
will be held in the afternoon.

e ———

monthly

Society

ST. ANTHONY'S PARISH.
Last Sumday evening Rev,
Heflernan preached an eloquent
mom to the members of the League
of the Sacred Heart, the subject bo-
ing the intentiout for the momth, viz.,

The Clergy.

The tickets foc the event
season, the sail 10 Lale
are selling well and a
will be in attendance.

————

Thos.

ser-

of
St.

the
Peter,
large crowd

ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH.

The new school for the parish will
open on Monday, and the pastor
anxious/ that parents should send
their children the first day. The place
is neatly fitted up, and a successful
year is amticipated.

is

ST. AGNES ACADEMY.

St. Agnes Academy, the new girls’
school for St. Anthony’s parish, has
just been completed. The building
is an excellent ome. 'The spacious
class rooms, all suitably appointed,
the music hall, the library, the hall
for calesthenics, etc.. all  combine
to make the new schoel very at-
tractive. Both pastor and people
are to be congratulated. = There is
vet a missing link in the parish, &

Wi

ao e TEMS OF INTEREST,

———

St. Patrick’s T. A,

meet

and B. Society

will Sunday

next afternoon.

——
’
The schools have witosr

midsummer vacation, and large -

re-opened
bers are in attendance.

———
e Canadian Artisans-held
on  Sunday
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theis
celebration
Church

was  servexd

religious

Notre
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Dame a
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Archambault, of Joliette, presided.
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was a

cloudd

ondists

eclipse at Labrador last wesk

failure
The

complete owing

of

to

weather party Sei-
Quehire

Rew

will = “Feach to~day,

among them heing Father Ka-

vanagh, of St

Mary's College
e ——————
IUIE!Y STRATIICONA'S GENEROS-
DY

A few

Pat)
J9.+H,
Lovd Strathcona containing a chexine
for
to

days the President ok
& B. Sociefy, Mr.

received a letter

ago
fek’s T. A,

Kelly,

St

from

dollars

1he

ity as a contribution
total ab-

Narth Ame-

the funds of oldest

stinence organization in
ca
e —————iats
CONTERRED DEGRERS
The
loo
Antigomish,
Tuesday Y

actual proceodinge

colebration of the golden iubi-
Xavier's

practieally

of St. Franris

College,
hegan on

terday afternoom  the

hegan with
Rev Dr

Antigonich,

after

an ad-

hv the
ron, Bishop

lor of

dross Ripgrht

of

Came-
Chaneel-
the

University, which

dugrees were conferred in

list. of

absentia,
hut the
LT.D

most o

cularly

those homored

the

with

includes president of *al-

college in Canada, pacti-

the denominational omes

other

hes
des mamy

the

edueationists
Among puhlic men who got
the Hon, . T,
Wilfrid  T.anries Sir

the Hom. Mr.

des

rOCS  woern

Borden,
Sy I*roderick

Borden, Murray, TPre-
mier
D
CATHOLIC

I'he the Catholic
Sailors” Club was thronged to

SATLORS' CONCERT.

concert room. of
over-
flowing last eveming, on tiw occasion
of the entertainment given by the
Young Men's Society of St.
The chair

O'Reilly,

Mary's
parish.
Mr. J.
The young men were encouraged
their the
Rev, .
F. Heffernan and R. E. Callaban. Ty
programie  was excellently rendered,
The by Mr.
mings, of The ss Camada; the
dance by the Murray Bros.,
tle sclectiona of Mr.
Momford, and the singing of the
Hemnessey, Anderson
recitations of  Miss
Pitits, and Mr. Conway were
well rendered. Messrs, J.
Benoit, our old friend seaman Came-
Mr. P. Fox and Mr. Caldwell
did their pdrts well. The dancing of
the O'Kane Bros. and Mr. Watts, to-
gether-with an exhibition of the T
ly art by the Fisher Minstrels brought
to a close ome of the most pleasant,
evenings as ygt spemt with our friends
the sailors.

was oceupied by
15U vice-president.
in
efflorts the

by presence of

Fathers  Malone, Donmelly,

concertina solo Curn~

clog-
the whis-
Mountain of ss

Misses G arry,

and the

Power,
and Mrs,

certainly

ron,

Too much praise can
be givem to the various or
ganizations which have so manfully

taken up the entertainment in. benadf

hardly

of the Catholic sailors, amd we hope
that other friends will not be slow
to follow. the roble example placed
before them.

——————

PERSONAL.

Miss C. J. Brenman, Hypolite
street, returned  Tuesday evening
from Orange, Mass., where she had
beert spending a vacation.

The friends of Miss Christina Con-
roy, of St. Patrick street, will be
much pleased to learn that at the
summer exams she obtained a  fulk
Academi¢ Diploma. Her teachers,
the Sisters of the Holy Cross (Cenitre
street) have every reason to cow":-
tulate themselves on het success. A




