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CANADIAN PRESS AND CATHO
LIC INTERESTS.

Nothing could serve better to illus
trate the natural antagonism of the 
entire Canadian secular press to the 
Catholic faith than thè unanimity 
and enthusiasm with which the news
papers east and west have entered 
Into a campaign of clamoring oppo
sition to the Northwest Autonomy 
Bill. Here even in the Catholic city 
pf Montreal, not as much as a word 
la said to place the school case of 
(the Territories right before the Pro- 
(testant people. On the contrary, 
iwhat they are told is that the Do
minion Government proposes to force 
separate schools upon the new pro
vinces and to coerce them into the 
acceptance of such schools. Up in 
Ontario the people have been urged 
Rio take up arms to rescue the infant 
provinces from the coercive grasp of 
Premier Laurier. In Winnipeg and 
throughout Manitoba the politicians 
are angry with better cause. It ap
pears that the Canadian Government 
(would not consent to rob the new 
provinces of their territorial inheri
tance in order that the boundaries of 
Manitoba might be enlarged. It is 
(only in the Ferri tories that the Pro
testant people decline to allow them
selves to be worked up on this school 
question. In the Territories they 
know what the facts of the situation 
are. There are in the Territories in 
toll only 16 minority schools, and 
(the number shows but little signs of 
Increasing. There are over 1000 
Bo-called public schools, though be
tween the work done in one and the 
other there is no difference in the 
course of studies, no difference in 
Rhft text-books, and none in regard 
(to inspection and examinations. In 
(the High schools and the Normal 
school perfect harmony exists as be
tween Protestant and Catholic tea
chers and pupils. Religion is free in 
these schools. The same time is al
lowed for religious teaching in the 
schools of the majority and the mi
nority.

The system is well suited to the 
Territories, and has always worked 
without friction. Magnificent as Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier’s speech was, his Bill 
but continues the excellent schools of 
the Territories for the benefit of-the 
new provinces. There had been no 
demand for a change. The people, 
both Protestant and Catholic speak 
of their schools with satisfaction, 
and a school grievance would have 
been presented to them in reality 
bad the Dominion Government 
thought for a moment of interrupt
ing the development of their system 
or of altering the application of the 
Canadian constitution to their case.

What then do the newspapers of 
Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg and Ot
tawa mean by pretending that Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier’s bill is an invasion 
of provincial rights ? They me 
this and nothing more, that the

Incitement to their prejudices. They 
would, if they had the power, force 
the law-respecting and contented peo
ple of the new provinces to relinquish 
their schools, which are, as we have 
said, eminently satisfactory to all 
concerned and only displeasing to 
outsiders, who have no concern in 
them. Provincial rights forsooth 1 
It is the editors and politicians of 
Ontario who would coerce the Terri
tories if they had the power, and 
who would intimidate the Dominion 
Government into attempting such 
coercion in the name of the British 
North America Act. The newspapers 
profess to be greatly concerned for 
the religious freedom of the Ameri
can settlers who have lately been 
coming into Alberta. These settl
ers have never expressed any grie
vance nor are they so mean that they 
would grudge to a handful of Catho
lic neighbors the same religious free
dom that they themselves enjoy.

of Catholic teaching in a 
scattered school, on the range, out. In what t

PROVINCIAL RIGHTS.
The political and sectarian opposi

tion to the Autonomy Bill presented 
to parliament for Alberta and Sas
katchewan has crystallized into a 
claim for provincial rights. That 
this claim is hypocritical and beside 
the issue can be established without 
difficulty. If there were any grounds 
for it, the protest would come in 
the first place from the provinces 
whose rights stood in danger of in
fringement. There has been no ob
jection either to the scope or to the 
limitations of the measure from Al
berta or Saskatchewan. Very likely 
the present Territorial government 
would prefer to see one province in
stead of two. But the Federal Par
liament is legislating not for the 
sparse population of to-day, but for 
progressive and populous states of 
ten or fifty years to come. There 
is also a selfish objection from Ma
nitoba which would like to annex an 
extensive area of the new domain to 
itself. It is rather odd that this 
generous desire on the part of Manin 
toba should be inspired by solicitude 
for the provincial rights of the in
fant legislatures. The frankly sec
tarian outcry against the measure of 
autonomy as presented comes from 
well identified enemies of Catholic 
education in Ontario. The people of 
the Territories, Protestant and Car- 
tholic, are fully eatisfied with their 
educational system as they have 
tried and tested it by experience. 
Provision for minority schools satis
fies them, but does not satisfy the 
Orange bodies of Ontario. But if 
the question be examined on the 
basis either of educational efficiency 
or public satisfaction -Ontario has 
much to learn from the Territories, 
where the Normal and High schools 
are as free to all classes and creeds 
as the primary schools. The right 
of the new provinces in the educa
tional field is to develop its school 
system upon the just, equitable and 
free basis adopted in 1875 and ad
hered to since with unqualified suc- 

is. Manitoba and Ontario coun
sels have not been invited by the au
thorities in Alberta and Saskatche
wan, and the Federal authority is 
not likely to be influenced by self- 
constituted dictators.

ADULTERATION AND FRAUD.
From a discussion that took place 

in the House of Commons at Ottawa 
last week it would appear that 
though Canada is a land where pure 
food should be abundant enough, it 
has but an unenviable fame for its 
preserved food supply. There is lit
tle of anything put up in cans un
adulterated. Surely the laws of 
Canada are generous enough to Ca
nadian manufacturers. One thing 
perfectly certain is that the people 
of Canada think so, and the peoffte 
will uphold Mr. Brodeur’e hands in 
whatever steps he may take to pen
alize the artists who adulterate Ca
nadian food stuffs. Adulteration is 
the sin of the business man of 
day. The inventive genius brought 
to bear upon the problem of defraud
ing the public is worthy of a better 
cause. The business man can

of their lives. Even though Mr. Bro- 
detir’8 office had a vigilance or pre
ventive staff employed the frauds are 
too numerous to be stopped in 
short time, if they ever will be stop
ped.

The opening of the Quebec Legislan 
ture takes place to-jlay.

At a joint meeting of representa
tives of the two universities, it was 
decided to amalgamate the medical 
faculty of Bishop’s College with that 
of McGill.

Several letters have appeared in 
th London press speaking of fiendish 
cruelty to cattle shipped from Mont
real. Animals are said to be kick
ed with heavy Jack-boots and stab
bed with pitchforks.

Mr. Janin, superintendent of the 
Montreal Water Department, sub
mitted on Tuesday a proposal to in
crease the city’s water supply at a 
cost of over 92.000,000 by building 
a permanent concrete consult along

side the present aqueduct.

Reports from Winnipeg show the 
C.P.R. is making surprising records 
in the running of trains in Manitoba 
and the Northwest. During the past 
two or three weeks, despite the 
storms in the west, trains have kept 
closely to schedule time, and the 
travelling public have experienced 
little delay or inconvenience.

The Toronto City Council voted 
with one exception—the exception 
was a bachelor—-to extend the fran
chise to married women. In Toron
to married women have a vote at 
school elections. A vote at munici
pal elections and on money by-laws
is what the Board of Control is now 
working to secure to them. Wake 
up, Montreal !

At Tuesday's meeting of the Ca
tholic School Commissioners a pe
tition was read from the lady prin
cipals asking to be exempted from 
the examination which the tioard 
has decided to impose upon teacher^ 
It was decided after some discussion 
t<f so exempt those lady principals 
only who are not personally engaged 
in the teaching of any class.

There will be several religious in
stitutions erected during the coming 
summer. At a cost of about $400,- 
000 there will be erected the mother 
house of the Sisters of the Congre
gation de Notre Dame, at the corner 
of Sherbrooke and Atwater. A large 
chapel and infirmary is to be added 
to the Montreal Seminary at a cost 
of about $60,000; and the Ste. Cime- 
gonde Church also will be builti 
which will cost $125,000.

In the Dominion House of Com
mons there was a long discussion 
anent the abuse of the franking pri
vilege. Mr. Ames called the atten
tion of the Postmaster-General to 
certain advertising matter which he 
said had apparently been prepared in 
Montreal and sent to Ottawa to be 
mailed free. Sir William Mu lock de
clared that hereafter a frank pat 
on with a rubber stamp would not 
be accepted, and that on everything 
he wished to go free a member would 
after this have to sign his own ini
tials.

The Holy Father has sent a brief 
to the President of the Internation
al Gregorian Congress, which is to 
be held at Strasburg from the 16th 
to thé 19th of August next. His 
Holiness says he is glad that this 
Congress assembles in order to put 
faithfully into practice the exhorta
tions of the Holy See on Sacred Mu
sic. He hopes that Divine grace may 
concur in rendering abundant the 
fruits of the Congress, and hé con
cludes by sending his Apostolic be- 
«diction to ail the Congraaelets. 
The Congreee le under the protector- 
ate of Monsignor Fritzen,
ahteeknei. ._J 11.owasourg, ana its 
Dr. Wegner, *

letters of adhesion to the Congress 
already received, it is evident that 
there will be a large attendance, and 
this has enabled the committee to 
definitely arrange the programme, 
the principal scope of which is to 
promote the practical application of 
the wise prescriptions of the Sover
eign Pontiff Pius X. regarding the 
restoration of the genuine Gregorian 
Chant.

WaskliigtoB’s Birthday
At St. Laurent Cellege

Washington's Birthday—a day on 
which every true American gives vent 
to the loyal and patriotic sentiments 
which fill hie heert^-was fittingly ob
served at St. Laurent College in the 
event of the fourth *Tmnw( entertain
ment of the Kottophoe Minstrels, 
under the direction of St. Patrick’s 
Literary and Dramatic Association.

The American and Canadian stu
dents of the College joined in
making this an event long to be re
membered by all those taking part 
in it.

At 7.80 o’clock the doors of the 
college theatre were thrown open to 
the reverend faculty, students and 
invited guests. As they entered the 
college prehestra, under the able di
rection of Mr. A. Crevier, struck up 
the “First Brigade.” Soon the cur
tain arose displaying to the eager 
and expectant audience a tastefully 
decorated stage.

The address of the occasion was de
livered by Mr. William O. Demers, 
who took for his subject Washington: 
Our Idol, and he acquitted himself 
in a very creditable manner.

The following was the musical pro
gramme of the evening :

Part I.
Opening Chorus—“Emancipation Day' 
End Song—“Sing, Dance and be

Merry” ....................... C. Sullivan
Solo—“I’m Longing for My Ken

tucky Home” ..............T. Doherty
End Song—“Shame on You” ..........

F. Riley
Solo—“Little Boy In Blue” ..............

A. Matthews
End Song—“There’s a Chicken

Dinner Waiting for Me”.C. Maher 
Solo—“The Man Who Fights the

Flames” .................. M. Fitzgerald
End Song—“They'll Have to go’’......

A. McGarry
Finale—“A Little Boy Called Tape”.

Chorus
Part H.

Violin Solo..............  ......T. Bourassa
Sketch—“Stranded”—A. McGarry,

C. Maxwell, A. Griffin.
Jasper Johnson on the Race Ques

tion ........................... M. E. Kiley
Part HI.

Picnic on the Banks of the Susque
hanna—Songs, Dances.

Closing Chorus—“Columbia, the Gem 
of the Ocean.

The solo and chorus work were es
pecially good and reflected much 
credit on the excellent work which 
Rev. Father Fitzhenry accomplished 
in training them. The jokes, too, 
many of which were original, were 
also good.

Too much praise cannot be given 
to the interlocutor and end men. Mr. 
M. E. Kiley proved the beau ideal 
interlocutor and the skilful manner 
in which he handled all the ques
tions which the “ends” fired at him 
did not fail to elicit the applause it 
deserved from the audience.

Mr. Charles Sullivan, in his solo, 
“Sing, Dance, and be Merry,” up
held the reputation he has already 
established. As an end man he 
gained his share of applause. Mr. A. 
McGarry, another end man, surpass
ed all his former records as a vocal
ist and fun-maker. Mr. CorneHus 
Maher, who has often appeared be
fore the footlights, won many a 
round of applause by his solo, 
“There's a Chicken Dinner Waiting 
Home for Ms.” His artistic 
and jokes won him new laurels. But 
the palm muet be awarded to Mr. 
Frank Riley. It is doubtful If • 
better choice for an end-man could 
have been made. He took the house 
by storm with his singing, qnoor 
antics and dsver coon impersona
tions. His solo was "Shame on 
You,” and needless to say he re
ceived several encores. The second 
and third parts of the programme 
were attended with the «m*™» success 
that characterized the first, l^spv- 
cially worthy of mention woie the 
violin solos of Mr. T. Bourassa end 
the picnic scene on the banks of tiie 

with its characteristic 
and dances.
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IS SATISFACTORY
Mgr. Legal Explains His Re

marks to an Eastern Paper 
Regarding Territories.

the weet for forty yean, and la 
of the old-timer., having been s p*.
riah prleet In Manitoba before tk- 
Rle! rebellion. He ha, spent h,8 ^ 
to and about Edmonton, where h.û 
widely known and held to very hi*

Mgr. Legal, of St. Albert, whose 
diocese corresponds closely with the 
new province of Alberta, arrived in
Winnipeg last week. He went over local Division of the Ancteat OrdZ

nt uiKo.—j---- ------.. . vruerto St. Boniface to ffine with Arch
bishop Langevin, who had returned 
from St. Charles to meet him, i 
veral of the clergy were also pre-

Mgr. Legal wa^ afterwards shown 
a copy of La Nationaliste, of Mont
real, in which the accuracy of the 
Toronto Star's interview with him 
was questioned. He said :

“I have not seen what the Star 
printed. When I spoke to the re
porter I understood that he reprw 
seated the Montreal Star. He over
whelmed me with questions which I 
tried to elude. I have since been 
told that the Evening Journal of 
Ottawa, had taken up the interview 
and I am under the impression that 
perhaps the report was not exactly 
what I said. What I did say was 
that we were satisfied with the sys
tem of separate schools which we 
have. I did not say it was the best 
possible system for us. A system 
can be modified from time to time 
by ordinances and! other measures so 
that you can never say that a sys
tem is the best possible. But we 
are getting along peacefully and we 
only hope that we will be allowed 
to retain what we have. Our Pro
testant brethren seem also to have 
taken the view that it was better to 
live on in peace. My Vicar-General, 
Father Leduc, some years ago for
mulated some rights that we claim
ed, but there was never any inten
tion to wage war to the death. It,is 
true that in the province as a whole 
we are only four per cent, of the po
pulation, but in many localities we 
are the majority, so that the pre
sent system, after all, affords mutual 
protection.

NO COMPACT.
“I deny absolutely,” continued 

Mgr. Legal in answer to a question, 
“that there was any compact be
tween us and the government either 
before or after the elections. Neither 
myself nor Father Leduc saw any of 
the ministers. We have just passed 
through Ottawa, but I did not go to 
see Sir Wilfrid Laurier, nor any 
member of the cabinet.”

Mgr. Legal said that Catholic im
migration to Alberta was very large 
and that any agitation might drive 
it away.

Mgr. Legal, who has just returned 
from Europe, contrasted the easy 
manner of travelling to-day with 
that of twenty-five years ago. When 
he came out West he had to come 
through Chicago and St. Paul. It 
took him eighty-ithree days to make 
the trip to his mission at Pincher 
Creek, having had to report to the 
Bishop a* St. Albert en route. 
“What a change !” he exclaimed, "I 
hope our country shall always go on 
progressing in this way.”

25 YEARS IN THE WEST.
Bishop Legal has just returned 

from a European tour during which 
he visited Belgium, France and Ita
ly, being absent seven months. He 
attended important meetings in Eu
rope, and returns to his western dio
cese in the beet of health. He went 
to the diocese of St. Albert’s twen
ty-five years ago and was for sixteen 
years a missionary to the Black- 
feet, Blood and Plegan Indians in 
the vicinity of Macleod. During his 
residence among the Indian popula
tion very extensive work was done 
by hie church for the benefit of the 
native race, and at the present time 
there are missions on all the re
serves, churches at various points, a 
successful hospital for the treatment 
exclusively of Indians, boarding 
schools for Indian children, and a 
large industrial school similar to 
the one at Fort Qu’Appelle. The in
dustrial school is located at Dun- 
bow station and is attended by 80 
Indian children.

In 1886 the successful Indian mis
sionary was elevated to the 
of Bishope, and has since administer- 
ed the diocese of St. Albert-.

International Organizer 1 
Welcomed to Buckingham,

On Thursday evening, Feb. 9th, 
very enthusiastic meeting of '

of Hibernians and their friends Wtt* 
held in Cameron's Hall, to tender „ 
welcome to Mr. Denis E. Ryan, of 
Buffalo. N.Y./one of the national or
ganizers of the Order. Immediately 
after the Division work of the meet
ing had been concluded, the doors 
were thrown open to the uninitiated 
friends who had come to share in the 
welcome extended to the visitor, and 
to participate in the pleasure of 
listening to his very instructive dis
course. President J. Louis O'Neill, 
in a few well chosen words, introduc
ed Mr. Ryan, and extended to him a 
cordial welcome on the part of the 
local Division and of the Irish peo
ple generally of the town and sur
rounding country. He explained 
briefly that the adverse circumstances 
of the brevity of the notice received 
regarding this visit and the unfavor
able state of the weather and roads 
had forced a great many to forego 
the pleasure of being on hand for the 
occasion, and of gladly sharing in 
the welcome to be given and of hear
ing an account of the valuable ex
periences from such an honored and 
worthy son of our race and high offi
cial of the order.

Mr Ryan rose, and in a discourse of 
almost forty-five minutes went over 
a vast deal of matter concerning the 
origin and history of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians and their tri
umphs in behalf of faith, friends and 
fatherland. He pointed out how this 
organization had started in the old 
land and won the elevation of the 
race through concentrated and or
ganized action. He briefly recount
ed a few of the many excellent works 
done in the early days of this organ
ization in the protection of our peo
ple when first arriving on the shores 
of the western world. His own field 
of labor had been in the great Boh 
public to the south, but in his brief 
visits through Ontario he had been 
able to see that to a great extent 
the wants of our race had been about 
the same here. A great heritage had 
come with our fathers across the sea, 
and this heritage had been purchas
ed at an awful price, and it was for. 
us to prove worthy of it and strive 
to hand it down to the generations 
to come as unsullied as we had re
ceived it. The Irish race in the 
United States had become almost en
tirely identified with the Catholic 
Church. This was the inheritance of 
the Irish race in America and this 
was the aim of the noble Order of 
which he came as a represent ative
to further every work towards the 
present maintenance and preserva
tion of this noble heritage that had 
come down to us from St. Patrick.,

On the visitor resuming his seat. 
President O’Neill called upon Father 
Cavanagh to address the meeting. 
The worthy chaplain rose and brief
ly told of the pleasure he felt in be
ing present and the benefit he there
by derived. The high and noble aims 
of the order as set forth by Brother 
Ryan it was his pleasure to applaud, 
and he felt it his duty to exhort his 
audience td further them by every 
means in their power. With such 
knowledge as he had on these mat
ters, acquired during his brief mem
bership in it, it was his firm convic
tion that everything said by Brother 
Ryan was strictly correct and Ms 
sentiment» worthy of being endorsed 
by all.

Brothers Fred. Gorman, H. Martin, 
Conor McGuro, H. F. Cosgrove and 
County President Denis P. Lahsy 
briefly addressed the meeting, and 
all expressed their great pleasure on 
hearing Brother Ryan, end heartily 
endorsed the sentiments expressed by 
him in his address.

President O’Neill then called for » 
vote of thanks to the worthy Na
tional Organizer, Brother By»», 
which was moved by County Prod- 
dent Lahey and seconded by H. F.
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