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encourage this excellent work.

PPROBATION.

£ % 2 %% 29
if the English Speaking Catholics of Montreal and of this
Province consulted their best interests, they would soon make
of the TRUE WITNESS one of the most prosperous and power-
ful Catholic papers in this countrv,

1 heartily bless those who

t PAUL, Archbishop of Montreal.
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NUTES OF THE WEEK|

REPRESENTATION AT QUEBEC.
—Wherefore so much secrecy, why so
much silence in regard to the repre-
sentation of the Icish Oatholic ele-
ment in our Provincial Cabinet? We
are very anxious to get at the facts,

and the right facts, in connection
with this matter. ‘A few we know
alieady; but they are of a general

kind, and do not aflord us any in-
formation whereon we could base a
calculation for the future. What we
already know amounts to about
this : the Irish element Pns always
had representation in the Quebec
Cabinet, until the Marchand Govern-
ment came in; thé Parent Govern-
ment has not, as yet, given any
signs of rectifying the omission of
its  predecessor; that
svithout a portfolio, in the present
Labinet, is an Irish Catholic repre-
sentative ; that he possesses the ne-
cessary qualifications canpot be de-

a minister,

Dr. Guerin be given a portfolio; that
the Premier made answer that ‘‘he
would comply with their request at

membered that a couple of weeks
ago we found it necessary to treat,
in language somewhat severe, the
publication of a certain despatch
f%m Rome, in the “‘Star,” to the ef-

that the Pope intended extend-
mg the Holy Year Jubilee for six
months, in order to reap the pecuni-
ary benefits of so many pilgrimages.
It is with pleasure that we row
publish the following despatch, which
appeared in the same organ a fow
days ago —

from Rome,

the

here that a despatch
which originally appeared in

had been extended for the purpose of

' increasing the Papal revenue, is un-
authorized and incorrect. The Holy

~ Year was extended for six months
for the sole purpose of allowing pil-

grims from distant lands to make

 the journey to Rome and obtain the
. spiritual indulgences granted iri-g
the jubilee. The question of rcvenue

had nothing to do with the oxtea-
sion

% —
" 8T. PATRICK'S CHIMES. — We
‘have heard it suggested that in view
of ,thc entire renovation of St. Pat-

startle into life; what bright
for the future in its silvery sounds!

let us first get the bells and
we can all rejoice in the sounds—

simply repeat that the
is a splendid ome, and we
hear the Glorias of next Ohristmas

tracted world. It
pray; it

invites us to
announces thé hours of
Mass and Vespers; it has its share
in almost every action of our lives,
from the cradle to the tomb. The
true value of the bell is only recog-
nized when its presence is missed, as,
for example, when on Good Friday
its voice is hushed.

If, then, the bell is of such vital
importance to a Church, what would
not be a chime of well-attuned bells?
Their first very canticle of joy om
the occasion of their blessing could
be heard all over the city. Men and
women who never think of God arg
awakened to a scnse of their neg-
lected duties the moment the Church
bell announces some special hour of
prayer. Up there in the colM they
swing. and they offer up an unceas-
ing hymn of devotion to God. What
tender memories such a chime would
hopes
But

what is the use to moralize,

then

nied. Some weeks ago, an. influential nvL morning, at noon, and at eve.
body of Irish Catholics waited on \ol!me could be written on this
Hraniior ‘Taveht 0. sak that. Fon. subject, but, for this issue, we will

suggestion
hope to

e dasliat  possibis . Bhiportaitty l":(}:ed upon the chimes of St. Pat-
So far nothing has been done in the |7'C" >

matter. YOUNG MARTYRS. — We nave

! long been accustomed to certain his-

THB HOLY YHAR.—It will be re-|¢,.;0 ¢ pictures, which years ago

served to convey to our young minds
au idea of the horrible treatment of
Catholic children 'by the Chinese. We
always had a feeling that these pic-
tures were somewhat exaggerated,
and merely created for the purpose
of illustrating the barbarism of CRi-
na’'s paganism. But the following ac-
count of recent events within the
Celestial Empire would tend to make
us believe in the truthfulness of such
pictures :—

“‘Many terrible reports have come

New York, Jan. 14.— It is sald lrom Ching of late, but perhaps nosie
containing such fearful
those set forth
< » 55 Sister of Charity with regard to the
Sun; > mating that the Holy Fear | e of the innocents at Wan-

tung. She tells how about a hun-
dred little boys had taken refuge
there when the place was attacked
and fired. The children with
Brothers sought a high terrace, and
there defended themselves for several
hours, at the same time witnessing
the horrible massacre of
three and four hundred OChristians.
The church was set on fire and as
the boys were being romsted, they
had to descend from the terrace.
o Nearly all were killed, but a few
zx;oke through, and, led by a Bro-
er,

details as
in the latter of a

two

between

ped to the orph

2 “du
enormous quant
1bs. of tea was ‘consumed in
United Kingdom. In the first year
of the ninéteenth century our people
tused only 23,000,000 1bs. This argues
well for the charms of the ‘' cup
which cheers. but not inebriates.”” It
is, however, very sad to learn that
owing to the increase of the duty on
tea during the last year a vast
amount of coarse, bad stuff has been
bought by the people of the poorer
classes, so true it is that whatever
is imposed upon us by way of extra
burden falls heaviest upon the shoul-
ders of the poor man. Circumstances
render it almost impossible for him
to obtain even a cup of pure tea.'’

What is here said of England is
caually applicable in Canada.

ABOUT OUR PARISHES.

ST. GABRIEL'S PARISH. — The
good natured land earnest pastor of
this large parish, Rev. Father
O’'Meara, is much 'amused at - the

manner in which he has been beseig-
ed, of late, with inquiries about un-

claimed fortunes which are now
waiting owners in the neighboring
republic and in England. We have
published two communications in
this commection during the past
month.

LATE FATHER O'DONNBELL, —
The boys of St. Mary's parish ten-
dered a beautiful tribute to the
memory of their late pastor, Rev. P,
I'. O’Donnell, in the parish Church,
when they assisted at and rendered
the musical portion of the solemn
Requiem Mass, which was held on
Thursday. The service was the offer-
ing of the teachers and boys of the
parish school. It was most impos-
ing and attracted a large attendance
of the parishioners.

A NORTHERN IRISH PARISH. —
Now and again we hear the remark
that ere long our fellow-countrymen
in the Northeastern portion of the
city will make a request that a new
parish be organized. There is no
doubt that, during the past five or
six years our people have been mov-
ing in that direction, and that at
present they may be counted by the
hundreds while previous to that pe-
riod they ropresented only a cor-
poral’s guard.

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS.—
This estimable organization is doing
good work in a most unostentatious
manner in our midst. From time
to time little whispers of their gen-
erous and practical endeavors on be-
half of their members reach us. A
feature of the organization, and a
most acceptable one, is the choral
section organized by Prof. Shea, or-
ganist and director of St. Ann’s
choir.

FATHER LECLAIR.—In connection
with the recent Catholic High School
entertainment, a most interesting
speech was delivered by Rev. Father
Leclair. For nearly twenty years Fa-
ther Leclair has been president of the
Canadian College, in Rome. Prior to
his appointment to that high post
of honor, he had been conmected
with St. Patrick’s. It is a remark-
able fact that there has always been
a French-Oanadian priest whom the
summons at any hour found ready,
exercising the functioms of his holy
ministry on behalf of the Irish Cath-
olic people of St. Patrick's.

ST. ANTHONY’S CHOIR. — The
able and efficient director of this
choir, Mr. B. F. Casey, a former con-
ductor of the choir of the . parent
Irish Church, St. Patrick's, has suc-
ceeded in successfully organizing a
band of vocalists which it weould
be most difficult to surpass. On a
recent Sunday we had the pleasure
of assisting at High Mass, and were
much imp?essed by the artistic man-
ner in which a well known work of
a distinguished master was inter-
preted. Miss Donovan, the clever or-
ganist, also renders good service. Be-
sides her ical arcomplisk
shu is an enthusiastic worker., 8t.
Anthony’s has reason to be proud of
its choir.

AT ST. ANN’S.—The Young Men’s
Bociety of this parish are now pre-
paring for their ammual election of
omee{s with all their usual enthusi-
asm and vigor. This organization
has done good work in the past in
keeping alive the flame of Irish pe-
triotism. Following up its usual cus-
tom of staging a sterling - Irish
dry on the ion of the celeb
tion of Ireland’s national festival,
the dramatic mgon will put on the
Netional

enjoyed in every walk of life.

%
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THE BUCHRE PARTY.—The sec-

atical reef
3 ;::luh attached to the parishes

ond progressive euchre party, held
under the auspices of the Ladies of
Charity of St. Patrick’s parish, was
a magnificent success. At the fifty
tables, which “were artistically —ar-
ranged in St. Patrick's Hall, were
seated the representatives of a large
number of families, and the scene
from the stage was most picturesque.
The ladies’ committee were evidently
well pleased, that so many of the
parishioners responded tg their call.
Refreshments were served during the
evening.

The successful players who captur-
ed the handsome prizes were i—
Ladies : First prize, Miss A. Rey-
nolds; second prize, Miss Leducteur;
consolation Mrs. McGillivray. Gen-
tlemen : First prize, Mr. J. H. Kel-
ly; second prize, Mr. H. Ryan; com-
solation, Mr. Bernard.

THE DUKE OF NORFOLK.

We had intended accompanying our
Roman note on the Duke of Norfolk
with certain comments in editorial
form, the bright and spicy Oatholic
orgam, the ‘“‘Universe,’’ gives us ex-
actly what we had purposed writing.
Consequently, we borrow the follow-
ing statements from that publica-
tion (—

““For some months-past unstinted
praise has been bestowed by all sec-
tions of the English press upon the
Duke of Norfolk, the lay head of the
Catholics of Fngland. Slowly but
still surely the character of this
truly great man is being apprehend-
ed by his fellow-countrymen. The
mists of bigotry and prejudice have
%or long blinded the majority of mon-
Catholics in England to the real
worth of the Duke of Norfolk.

“It may be that there are even
some Catholics who do not appraise
sufficiently highly one of the most
remarkable and loyal—ome of the
most devoted and sincere members of
our Church produced by HFngland in
the nineteenth century. Political
views and.convictions are, no doubt,
responsible for this defect of judg-
ment. The ‘Umiverse,” however, is
now regarding the Barl Marshal sim-
ply as a Catholic and not as a poli-
tician. More than once we have felt
ouselves compelled to differ very
widely from His Grace on political
questions—as, for instance, upon the
granting of Home Rule to Irelund; a
question which it secms clear to us
is of vital importance to the future
of our empire. But no matter how
extensive our political differences we
have always entertained the comvic-
tion that in the person of the Duke
of Norfolk the Catholics of England
possess a member and a leader ' of
whom any ody might justly feel
proud.

At the call of duty His Grace has
ever shown himself ready to make
any sacrifice which the good of his
country,demanded. When other men,
younger and more robust, preferred
he comfort of their clubs to the
hardship of the veldt, the Duke set
a fine example of pure patriotism
when he resigned his positionn as
Postmaster-General — an office, by
the way, in which he had been a
signal success—and made his way
with all possible expedition to the
front.

‘“We hear much in these opening
days of the twentieth century of the
danger incident to the spread of
luxury among our people. No doubt
this evil is gaining ground. But
why? Because the leaders of society
have failed in the performance of
their obvious duty—to wit, that of
putting before us an example of pure
living and moderate comfort to be
imitated by their inferiors. In ' this
connection the example of the Duke
of Norfolk has been invariably be-
yond all praise, Dowered with im-
mense wealth, he has never for a
mcment, either in dress or living,
derarted from the golden path of
strict moderation; a simplicity al-
most Spanish in its severity would
scem to have been the dominant fea-
ture of his life. Self-contained and
reserved in public, His Grace has
borne in his private life the trials
which God has been pleased to send
him in the humblest submission = to
the Divine will.

‘“As we write these lines the Duke
of Norfolk is in Rome, in company
with our Oardinal Archbishop, many
of our bishops, and a numerous band
of &idlmmal . 1r;m the ranks of the de-
YO aity. For days past our t
English dailies have drawn pmc
attention to the numerous private
interviews accorded the Duke by the
Sovereitgn Pontiff. Du thoss con-

ed an ‘opportunity of putting before
His Holiness the true state of Cath-
olicity in this country and its future
prospects. He has . also, without
doubt, given Leo XIII. much wvalu-
able information as to the lament-
able war in South Africa, and the
nature of the causes which led up to
it. For these services the whole

noards at the M
gmoll(r.Jullarqn'-m Irish

out~

side the city ut Sha-La. There they
begged for help from the Legations,
but none could be sent, and all were
killed, the place being burnt a cou-
ple of days later. The little fellows
bebaved heroically, refusing to apos-
tatize, despite all threats. This no- |
ble conduct on the
recalls the fidelity
tures by the early martyrs of the
Church."” : s

part of the young
shown amidst tor~

'ENGLISH TEA-DRINKERS.— §
istics regarding the habits of

| 800d results. Already about 100 boys

“The Pride of Kl!:el.:‘ey." It
is said that this is ome of best,
productions from the pemn of this
talented author. 5

—

‘The Catholic body in Fngland. is not

Brglish ion is His Grace’s debtor.

less beholMen to him.

“In fact, it seems clear to the
“Universe’’ that the time has now
arrived for.the Catholics of England

JUNIOR TEMPERANCE SENTI-
NELS.—The work of organization of
boys in 8t. Patrick’s parish in the
cause of total abstinence is progress-
‘ing in & manmer which must have

|
i

their feelings of

mention this matter with the ;
conviction that there e
];;-,ly to act

to give some tangible expression to
gratitude and res-
pect. for the Duke of Norfolk. We

are thousands
upon it in every part

policeman he meets. The other

edict

and said : ‘Be good enough to

say ‘To be sure, it's true what vou

honest policemen and went

scenie in the Basilica of Montmartre,

alight and full of people.
beautiful Jesuit Chapel of the Gesu,
in the Rue de Sevres, the affluence
was considerable.

ers, as the Madeleine and St. Augus-

were piety’s rival.
great church on the Paris hill — in
the Basilica on the Mount of
tyrs. There
made it§ way. There at half-past ten
every
SBhort allocutions, invocations,
the singing of psalms and anthems
filled the time till about half-past
eleven, when the nave became
denly
lights. This was when the night ad-
orers and the members of the Confra-
ternity of
were lighting their tapers prepara-
tory to the great procession
was to wind round the church.

the building twice to the singing of
the Litany of the SBacred Heart, to|evening. It is sai
the effect that the
seemed the
through the basilica during the last
quarter of an hour of the year 1900.
Mgr. Montaguini di Mirabello,
Papal Nuncio’s secretary, carried the
Blessed Sacrament. The cortege was
headed by General de Charette, car-
rying his now historic banner of the
Sacred Heart, still stained with the
blood of the patriots of Loigny.
Mgr. Leroy, Bishop of Olinda and
B:perior-ceneral of the Fathers of
the
rear. The procession was over and
the Blessed Sacrament was

Its throne of llg‘ll:t.{over the high al-
tar, and the Rev. Pere Lemius,
perior of the Chaplains,
time to say a word or two appro-
priate to the moment when the great
clock began striking twelve.
struck, all knees wu:on bowed’; the
movement of prostrat was pro-
Vversations His Grace has been aflord- | found; complete silence reigned. When
the prostrate multitude had risen,
another year and another = century
had begun. Shortly afterwards Mgr.
Montaguini and three other' priests
were celebrating Mass at different al-

houx;'s work at the
tributing Holy' Co
faithful. This e

these localities, as a matter of ®
i the ! - of

these most stupid edicts. But if an |10
ecclesiastic of a neighboring town or
village is seen in cassock

in  any
of those places where the cassock in
the street is under an interdict, he
is :iable to be the prey of the first
day
a Paris journalist connected with the
newspaper, the ““Matin,’”’ conceived
the idea of dressing himself as a
priest and of going to Kremlin-Bi-
cetre in order to get M. Thomas'
put in execution on himself.
For this purpose he hired an ecciesi-
astical costume for the price of six-
teen francs, which in itself was not.
difficult. It was less easy to get rid
of his moustaches, but this too he
managed to do. Thus equipped, he
went to Kremlin-Bicetre. He wan-
dered about there a whole after-
noon, and came in the way of as
many police agents as possible, but
without being able to attract the
notice of any.

At last almost in despair of cause
he attacked two at a street corntill‘
tel
me whether the edict of the mayor of
this commune concerning the wear-
ing of ecclesiastical costume is still
in force?’ ‘Yes, Monsieur le Cure,’
was the reply; Why do you ask?’
‘Because for the last two hours I
have been walking about here in
priest’s dress and have not met with
the slightest molestation.” ‘I was
hoping,’ said the pseudo priest to
himself, ‘that one of the two would

say, Monsieur le Cure; come Wwith
me at once to the police station.’
Instead, the agents simply replied :
‘It is not because our mayor is an
idiot that we should be idiots too.’
'The journalist of the ‘‘Matin” ‘in
priest’s dress shook hands with the
away
saying ‘Thers are still honest men at
Kremlin-Bicetre.” ’

a—
A SOENE AT MONTMARTRE

We have had several very interest-
ing accounts of the manner in which
the passing of the nineteenth and the
birth of the twentieth century were
celebrated, in various important cen-
tres of Catholic dévotion, but -nome
of them are more graphic and
touching than the following pen-pic-
ture of that memorable mid-night

Paris :—

‘““As a rule it is only in the Basil-
ica of Montmartre and the Church of
Notre Dame des Victoires that peo-
ple assemble to watch, or rather to
pray, the old year out and the new
one in. But on this last 81st De-
cember at midnight every church and
almost every chapel in Paris was
At the

At certain of the
churches in rich fashionable quart-
tin, fashion ahd worldly

Not so

elegance
in the

Mar-

no mundane element
taken.

and

available - place was

sud- 1

illuminated with countless

the Blessed Sacrament
that
This great procession wound round

great rofrain echoing

the

Holy Ghost, brought up the
again on

Su-
had® just

As

o

least’ half-an-
altar-rails in dis-
munion  to' the
in itself speaks

and_towards whose st
of '£41,000 was collected 'in the Pro-
testant churches
land.

land, and Northern—over
which was appointed a Vicar-Apos-

primary

and chapels is 1,536,
clergy 2,837; the number of certified
clementary schools

charitable institutions in

is even more remarkable. In
there were one Bishop, sixty priests,
fifty primary schools, and a Roman
Catholic population of 137,000. To-
day
nineteen bishops, 2,400 priests, twen-
ty seminaries, with 540 students; the
university, with 600 students; 5,070
other
with a roll-call
children, and a Roman Catholic Popu-

‘““Miserere Nobis'’ | in tr.

ment, St. Peter, -St. Paul and
Nicholas streets was swept .
Included int this block was the splen-
did Board of Trade building, erected
in 1894, at a cost, bBujliing

site, of $605,000.

itd t> fight. Outside
Trade buikiing all

France by the French
rt & sum

Bishop Poynter, — who  succeeded

| Bishop Douglass, in a réport sent te
the Holy See about the year 1815,
concerning the position of Catholics
in- England and Wales, estimated the
then total number of the clergy at
88, and that of the Oatholic popu-
lation at 69,000. At that time ¥ng-
land and Wales had been parcelled

out by the Holy See into four dis-
tricts—the London, Western, Mid-
each of

tolic. Of colleges and middle schools

at the beginning of the century there
were certainly not more
and of
schools not one. In Scotland the out-

than tem,
State-recognized  primary

look was not rosy. That country
was divided into two districts—the
Higinlands and the Lowlands— gov-

erned each by a Vicar-Apostolic.
There were loity priests,

about a
dozen chapels, two small seminaries,

and a Oatholic population of some
80,000 souls. In 1850 there

about the re-establishment = of
Hierarchy in England. “The number
of Catholic churches and chapels was

came
the

then 587. The number of recognized
schools had increased te
166. In 1900 the number of churches
that of the

is some 1,400,
with a roll call of over 300,000 chil-
dren.

Taking the number of children i
the schools in proportion to the
whole population, the proportion

must be, according to the average

more
this

generally in force, six times
than enrolled in the schools ;

would then give the Roman Catholic

population of England and Wales as
1,800,050. The increase of Roman
Catholicism has been most notable in
Lancashire and Glasgow. In the
whole of Lancashire in 1804 the
Catholic population was estimated at
50,000; it now exceeds 600,000. A
century ago it might almost have
been said that there were no Catho-
lics in Glasgow; there was baut one
priest, and a poor little disused
building in the Oalton for a chapel.
Now there are 110 churches and cha-
pels, 228 priests, and a Roman Cath-
olic p.pulation of 180,000.

In these statistics there is no men-
tion of the almost bewildering num-
ber and variety of religious commu-
nities ' of women engaged in educa-
tional and charitable pursuits. In

England alone there are at least six-

ty different communities numbering
some 2,000 nuns. Of Roman Catholic
FEngland
for the destitute and homeless, sick
and infirm. young and old, there are
over 200, wholly supported by vol-

untary contributions, the total num-

ber of inmates of which certainly ex-

ceeds 15,000.

Turning to British North America,
including Newfoundland, the progress
1800

there are seven archbishops,

educational establishments,
of about 280,000

ation of 2,385,000.
S——

A D'SASTROUS FIRE.

One of the most disastrous fires
which has occurred, in Montregl for
many years tdok gb on Wednesday

hat it started

s of M, Saxe' & Soms,

wholesale clothing manufacturers,
corner, of 5t. Peter and Lemoine

streets. The loss is roughly estimat-
ed at from $2,000,000 to $2,500,000,
before it was

gotten under comtrol

Thurgday morning .

The block bounded by St. Bacra-
St.
clean

and

St. Peter street, between Lemoine

and St. Paul streets, was swept
g:a.n, The flames jumped: across- St.

hole

through to>Commiseioners street.

Itmda

particularly difficult fire
of the Board of
quated o
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land’s great s
sally lamented -
dead. Thousands
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the dead Queen.
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At this momen
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Queen Victoria
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own time there
sovereign; in the
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‘other. We must
-generations—to
ber their years b
to find those whe
of her predecessc
for -sixty odd ye
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that we hourly a
‘out ever dreamin
ron represented—=s
become—a ‘chang
'that -cannot but
‘tive of some wor
ition. In a word
greatest sovereig
with the centur;
marvellous- reign.

Of all the trib
‘memory of the d
mind, none was }
‘grander, than th
aged Pontiff. whe
dinal Rampola t
England %vas dea
bow we could m
‘memorate ‘such
all-absorbing ever
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in our columns so
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Catholic thought
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‘Queen.

Were we 'to att
tion of her wond:
her personal char
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century. Such w
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circumstances; ‘cor
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ARCHBISHOP C
learning of the de
Mgr. Begin, Archt
sent the following
Governor-General :

‘“The Archbishoy
His Excellency, the
to trahsmit to the
expression  of his
with that of all |
all the faithitul o
the oceasion of ti
Very Gratious Ma,
toria, who shed 1
throtie by all her
tues, a8 mother
Her memory will
in’ the hearts of o
Jecty,"”

ARCHBISHOP

“race Mbh_ho’p C

to have said
: Q




