
often effected In the Wood of the 
joent as well a» the tyrant, bat

gloae movement which finds it» 
strength and success in the practice»

be done indaw-room.. It can i 
studies of a college. is a fatuous eminent should go to fast
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aa total

as
am defending their lives. But while 
this horrible state of things conti­
nues the ground is not being tilled

reliable inf is the section fore- 
y Irish, gets from

tion
can secure In regard to China the bet- He iacan secure m ‘is"'* ----------- nues tne grounu is nut
ter able are we to form opinions con- or 9.JWI1, and starvation is before the must be on 

at all time» ofearning the unfortunate state of af­
fairs In that country. The surest 
sources of information, in this mud-

JAÜ-

dteand confusion, mixture and con­
tradiction of daily reporta, are the 
authentic missionary letters. Be- 
bently the Lazarist fathers, in Bv 
Louis, Mo., received letters dated 
from Pekin, towards the end of May. 
Among the writers of these communi­
cations are Bishop Favier, ViCar- 
Apostolic of Pekin; Father Chavanne, 
Lazarist missionary at Pekin; Sister 
31. Jauriaa, Superior of the Sisters 
of Charity in Pekin; and Bishop Ray­
mond, & M. Vicar-Apostolic of the 
district of the Tche-Kiang. As these 
writers live in the heart of the poli­
tical storm that baa raged for 
months in China they are in a posi­
tion to give exact details.

Describing the enemies pouring m, 
horde after horde. Rev. Claude Cha- 
vanne, C.M., aays —

“An innumerable horde of enemies 
Is pouring in from all sides on us 
Christiana. The mob is composed of 
all kinds of elements. There are fana­
tics who seek to destroy Christian­
ity; others, inspired by a false pa­
triotism, cry for the murder of all 
Europeans, in revenge for their in­
roads on China; while still a third 
class is made up of brigands and pil­
lagers, who take advantage of the 
disorder 16 steal and murder with 
Impunity. A great part of our vic­
ariate is in imminent danger of pil­
lage incendiarism and massacre. 
Even in Pekin itself the Boxers are 
numerous, audacious and cunning. 
Everywhere, in the pagodas, in secret 
hiding places, in side streets, and 
even in the most public plages they 
congregate, at night principally, but 
lathe open day frequently to hold 
their superstitious assemblages and 
to exhibit their 'boxing exercises. 
Wherever you look the walls are pla- 

■ carded with incendiary menaces and 
threats of extermination against 
Europeans and Christians Yesterday 
a. paper was left at the door of our 
residence, on which was £
declaration that one of our Chinese 
priests, whose name was given, had 
been singled out by the mob to share 
the same fate as the Europeans.

"As for ourselves, we are 
lor anything that mayhappen.Butwhat 
specially afflicts us is the «mddKm 
oTour 50.000 Christians, dispersed 
throughout the vicariate. Already 
severed villages have been 
and the Christian population of one 
village was massacred or burned 
alive in the church or in the houses. 
To-day the news of another mas­
sacre has reached us. The Christians 
seek refuge in flight when they are 
able, but in all RU* cases their 
homes are pillaged and burned. We 
are encumbered here with a larg 
number of fugitives. Bishop^ Favier is 
tn-oken-hearted, and is mck in body 
„ well as mind. The rest of us, 
though full of courage and resigna­
tion, have our hearts torn with com- 
pasalon for the poor Chinese Chris-
ti“*4s I write, the announcement 
comes to me that three Christian» 
were killed and cut to pieces. Fugi­
tives who are flocking to our house, 
sometimes by fifties, are pursued by 
maddened crowds, who declare if 
their intended victims have escaped 
this time they shall not escape en­
tirely In some of the villages where 
the Christians are numerous enough 
they have fortified themselves and

survivors."
LETTER FROM SISTER M 

BIAS.
Writing from the mission of the 

Immaculate Conception, in Pekin, 
Sister Jauriaa says :—

* ■ our poor China is terribly dis­
turbed, especially the vicariate of Pe­
kin. The devil has let loose all his 
batteries. An infernal sect called 
Boxers are devoting everything to 
fire and blood. Refugees from sure 
rounding villages whose homes have 
been destroyed had to flee for their 
lives and are now flocked to us for 
protection. We have already more 
than 350 women and children. The 
hospital, too. is filled with these 
poor creatures. The men and boys 
are at Chala Bui. A general panic 
reigns on all sides, even in Pekin. 
Happily for us. the Europeans are be­
ginning to take fright, and it ia said 
the ministers have made certain de­
mands on the Empress which we hope 
may result in bettering our condi­
tion. It is said that a body of mar­
ines are coining to guard our houses, 
but we depend more on the protec­
tion of God and the Blessed Virgin 
than on the soldiers. But as the 
proverb has it, ‘God helps him who 
helps himself.’ We are not afraid.
I do not believe the Boxers will dare 
to massacre the Europeans, especial­
ly in Pekin.” __

BISHOP RAYMOND’S LETTER. 
From his episcopal city of Nmg 

Po, Bishop Raymond, in the course 
of a long letter, in which he vividly 
pictures the terrors created by the 
Boxers, says :—

• Tai Tchesu is a district of our 
vicariate that has given us great 
hopes. The movement of conversion 
there was general. Chapels rose as by 
enchantment at different points, and 
thev were filled at once by fervent 
neophytes. But all at once the work 
lias been destroyed, and ruins have 
taken the place of prosperity. As the 
virgins in ancient Rome, martyred 
immediately after baptism, won a 
double crown, so these new Chinese 
Christians have had their white robe 
of baptism reddened by the blood of 
their martyrdom. The demon, jeal­
ous of our conquests, has found 
way of avenging himself.

BISHQP FAVIER’S HOPES.
In a lengthy letter, in which he 

relates the full history of the Tartar 
dynasty in China, Bishop Favier

“At Kwantung and Kwansi, mis­
sionaries have been tortured, and 

, one Was burned alive, with his flock, 
in the church. The missions have been 
pillaged and the missionaries obliged 
to retire to the seaport towns for 
security. At Su-tchuen, for the last 
six months, all is on fire. One French 
priest and three Chinese priests are 
in the bands of the rebels. In more 
than one-third of the province all 
the çhurches and residences are pil­
laged and burned, the Christian vil­
lages are ravaged and their lands 
sold; nineteen neophytes have been 
massacred and 20,000 are . without 
n,n asylum and without bread. At 
Hou-nan a priest was ' massacred, 
with a number of Christians, and the 
churches have been devasted. At 
Chang-towang numbers of Christians 
were killed, villages pillaged and 
burned, churches and residences de­
stroyed.”

Despite all thte, the good bishop 
expresses the hope that the Chinese 
Government will save the Europeans.

___BH
opprobrium of rum rule 
largely lilted from our people.

• Despite all our efforts int­
acte is still entrenched in social 
Us and dally and hourly it r 
down thousands to 
cietv still groans under the burdens 
placed upon It by intemperance. Our 
system of charities, our tribunals of 
justice, our reformatories, prisons 
and asylums make us realize what a 
curse it is to our cominùnlties. No 
rank too high, no condition too low 
tor its ravages. Much remain» to be 
done. Our work can never cease, for 
we are face to face with a relentless, 
sleepless foe which preys upon the 
weaknesses of human nature- Our 
duty is to be as ceaseless and as re­
lentless in our opposition to it. We 
Should constantly sound the alarm, 
be ever on guard and armed against 
the foe of all we hold dear.

■JRsgis ,
Cathedral, ... 
have declared 
advance of the allies
the sending of regime------- , ,
the war, and to all manner . 
ciurementa to combat the heal—— 
It is from a high ecclesiastical plane 
that the learned priest speak», and 
possibly a materialistic world may 
not understand hie attitude, nor ap­
preciate his reasoning. He says 

"Not only am I opposed to this ad­
vance on China, but I am ready to 
say with emphasis that I would ra­
ther see to-day the whole united com­
pany of missionary workers in Chi­
na, both Catholic and Protestant, 
wiped out of existence than to know

The report of the National Secre­
tary shows the following member­
ship by unions :— 1 fiR1

Baltimore .... ................................
Boston ...... .....................................

1,122
4,590

506
Connecticut .................—.............. 6,280

350
406

2,255
Indiana....................................... * **
L. A. K. F. ... ..............................
Louisville .... ............... . •— •-***

2,493
618
124
513

K. F. M., Missouri .... ..............
New Jersey .............. •—

2,500
1,282
3.931
1,729

Pennsylvania .... .................. « ••
Philadelphia ................................. *.

2,430
20,000

1,514
Providence ............................ «.....
Savannah ................. . ...............;•

880
364

8,070
Springfield ...................................... 4,321

480
3,160

Syracuse .............. -,............ 410
430

Winona .............................................
Wisconsin .................................... -
Detached ..... . .... — -..............

2,031
1,711
5.028

Total ............................................. 81,121

WHIT CATHOLIC W1ITBRS SIT.

that a single regiment , of soldiers of 
had been slain. I «Peakany nation «...------—

from the standpoint of the eoclesiast. 
The missionaries are prepared for 
death. They are supposed to have re- 
.crenui tha Yvrtrid to be ready for
the martyrdom, the persecution and 
the suffering. Death to them Aould 
mean the crown of immortality.”

COMMERCIHUSMII POLITICS.

^ n-AIlTST ETJM E-CTI-E.

The Convention of the Cath­
olic Total Abstinence Union of Am­
erica was held in Philadelphia last 
week. It was a magnificent gather­
ing of the clergy and laity represent­
ative of nearly every important dis­
trict in the United States. The open­
ing of the Convention was signalized 
by a most imposing ceremony at the 
Cathedral, at which the Right Rev. 
Mgr Conaty, who is well known in 
Montreal, delivered an eloquent dis­
course. The distinguished advocate of 
total abstinence in the course of his 
powerful and practical sermon made 
the following allusions to the efforts 
being made for the noble cause. He

"The total abstinence movement, 
as we appreciate ft, ia based upon 
the «me principles end is actuated 
by the «me motives. Its ideals are 
In a manhood redeemed by Chrlet, 
and Its inspiration springs from a 
love of God end the neighbor. Its 
only ambition I# to do good and Its 
only honor and glory are the bdnor 
and glory of God. Its reward Is in 
iv. Of souls. Social reforms

army of earnest and devoted men and 
women, actuated by religious mo­
tives, sprang up to fight the giant 
evil of the day.

"They were not afraid to pledge 
themselves against the use of all in­
toxicating drink in order the more 
securely to avoid the dangers of 
abuse. They never forgot that white 
drink In itself Is not an evil, the evils 
resulting from its abuse are of a 
character to frighten us all. Familiar 
with the appetites of men and the 
temptations which lie before them, 
they raise their voices against the 
danger which threatens to destroy 
them. The ruin which drink brings 
to the home and the individual makes 
them reckon the losses to manhood 
and to God which result from the 
vice of intemperance and call on men 
to organize against it. Dnmlmnnew 
is one of the giant evils of the day, 
and a crusade is needed to battle 
against it by building up an army of 
pledged total abstainers who are de­
termined to protect their own lives 
and save the Uvea of others by the 
spirit of an apostoUo self-sacrifice, 
n ure rnAvamonf i* «. moral and reli-

PARTING OF THE WAYS.—There 
is much mental food for thought in 
the following clipping taken from the 
weekly letter of James R. Randall to 
the "Catholic Columbian." I see. 
Bays this writer, a statement that 
one of the Trappist brothers at Geth- 
semane has volunteered for service in 
the army in China, after having been 
a soldier in Cuba. Het of Course, 
leaves hie cowl and vocation behind 
him, but says, it is reported, he 
would return to the monastery. If he 
survived the campaign. The prob­
ability is that he would do nothing 
of the kind, and I suppose the monks 
would be afraid to experiment with 
him again. But this is mere specu­
lation. In my youth there was a 
scholastic at college who had gone 
through the novitiate ol the Jesuits 
and other preliminary discipline, well 
on the way to priesthood. The Con­
federate war broke out and our 
scholastic felt martially inclined. He 
appeared to lose his vocation, and 
eventually was permitted to retire 
honorably from the Society. He join­
ed the army and was, during the 
conflict, with Mosby and his "Rough 
Riders.” Camp life is not quite desir­
able in a religious sense. Our ex­
scholastic did not return to the so­
ciety or to any order of the Church, 
but married and had a large family. 
One of his sons became a Jesuit no­
vice and died in the order. This was 
a poignant grief to the father, but be 
is a practical Catholic, and no doubt 
mistook his vocation when he be­
came a religious. A Jesuit Father 
once substantially «id : "When I 
was admitted to the society one of 
the old Fathers, addressing me, ex­
pressed the hope that I would stick. 
Some years after this, the old Father 
himself left the order honorably and 
became a dfbceean priest of apostolic 
repute. But he craved to return to 
the society, for many years in vain. 
At last.his wish was gratified, and 
he is now iif novitiate once more, 
where he began aa a youth! . I have 
clung to the Society and pray that I 
may never falter. St. Paul teaches 
us a great lemon of humility and 
thorough dependence on Almighty 
God distrustful of ourselves.'

When, in the course of a public in­
vestigation some months ago, a pro­
minent political leader «id ; "I am 
working for my own pocket all the 
time," he told In a terse phrase of 
unvarnished truth the exact condi­
tion of modem politics in the great 
cities of the United States. By hun­
dreds and thousands of mén, who 
are to-day classed as good and hon­
est citizens, politics for revenue is 
regarded as a business, just as legi­
timate and honorable as the buying 
and selling of dry goodb or grocer­
ies. Such men do not believe there is 
any personal dishonesty or impro- 
priety in making money indirectly 
out of politics and unfortunately 
that view of the matter is largely 
sustained by public opinion.

Commercialism has invaded poli­
tics, statesmanship has been subor­
dinated to personal interests, and in 
far too many cases the halls of legis­
lation and the temples of justice 
have become marts of trade, where 
•judgment may be bought and law is 
on sale to the highest bidders. Of ne­
cessity such a charge must be gen­
eral, but no practical politician who 
still ha» regard for the truth will 
deny it. Few men enter modern poli­
tics for fame or honor. They are 
working for their own pockets all 
the time.

When a powerful political organizer 
tion, known as a "machine,” gets 
control of the government of a city 
or State, and holds on year after 
year, overcoming all opposition, 
there can be but two reasons for such 
a condition. One is that the ” ma­
chine” provides government so fair 
and economical that the citizens ob­
ject to a change, and the other is 
that the government is corrupt and 
that a majority of the voters either 
directly or indirectly share the pro­
fits of that corruption. When the 
favors of government are for sale 
few men are too honest to buy them. 
If Merchant Brown can use a side­
walk for a storehouse, saving thereby 
much time and rent, he will pay a 
little blackmail for the privilege and 
silence his conscience with the JwfU*' 
ment that Merchant Jones would do 
the same tiling and thereby be able 
to undersell honest competitors.

Such is the spirit of commercialism 
in politics, the faire logic of dishon­
est business, the struggle for mate­
rial advantage that foUows the line 
of least resistance. When the visible 
errors of corrupt political govern­
ment have grown unbearable to those 
who refuse to buy again that for 
which they have been taxed and pub­
lic spirited citizens demand change 
and reform, the indifference of the 
masses is to them a surprise and dis­
appointment. They rail against the 
torpid condition of the public mind 
and paint in lurid colors the evils 
apparent to all, but their reform 
movement fails because they are 
ignorant of the methods of trade in 
politics.

A jury in a Southern State once ac­
quitted a negro of a Charge of steal- 
iifr hogs alter his guilt had been 
clearly established. The lawyer for 
the defendant asked his client if he 
knew how It happened.

"Why, boss, every man on tha. 
jury had a piece o' de pork 1’ the

■Ply--------- .
itdos. and are 

i mm tty can. SV-,
. of such men it fs ndt an easy
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* This condition in, the business world 
has brought commercialism in poli­
tics to a high state of development. 
The ordinary lobylet of other days 
lingers useless and unemployed on 
the stage of public affaira. To-day 
the business between corporations 
and corrupt politicians le transacted 
directly by the men who have legis­
lation to sell and thore who have 
the money, or stock, with which to 
buy. If the ownership of every 
share of stock of the corporations of 
any great State of the Union could 
be exposed, there would follow a po­
litical revolution in that State.

When corporations oryntng fran­
chises or operating under the favor 
of special legislation can issue a vast 
amount of stock to be placed where 
it will be paid for in laws or per­
mits, honest governmenthas small 
chance of existence. Precisely this 
condition exists in every State in 
the Union, and it will not Improve 
until we have legal inspection and 
regulation of corporations. Under the 
present system our State govern­
ments create trusta and monopolies 
that make a bualnMe of buying sny 
additional favor or special leglffla- 
tion that they may need to crush 
competition or prevent exposure. — 
B S. Col en, in the Independent.

the day---- - -
stand a multlti 
with his !

., and must under- 
of things connected 

wiwt uu> r.«v..v-l trade, every • -'de­
tail of which must be completed by 
hand labor. The thunderous traffic 
makes it necessary for him to be out 
of doors on every day of every sea­
son, for a vary slight depression in 
the track is enough to throw the 
passengers of the mlle-a-minute flyer 
out of their «ate, and it may soon 
be pounded into a dangerous hole. 
He is ndt an engineer and he rarely 
uses any irstruments, but he can 
glance at a sttetch of track and tell 
you exactly what Is the matter with 
it and bow to mend it, and he can 
lay a curve with a skill and accu­
racy that baffles the boys on the en­
gineer corps. Day after day he Is 
tinkering away at his tracks, and on 
occasion he fJ>n rip out a mile of 
rails and lay new ones in their place 
without stopping a single train. The 
Irish track foreman actually ac­
counts for a greater proportion of 
the railroad's expenditures than any 
other employee, because the greatest 
cost of railroading is in the road bed 
and its equipment and the expense 
of maintaining it. The track fore­
man Is In fact an important em­
ployee, but about the only time a 
passenger ever sees his sunburned 
face is while he ia being- whisked by 
between stations at sixty miles aa

FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC 
SOCIETIES.

that a correspondent of the "Sacred 
Heart Review" definre this "is 
which the enemies of Catholicity so 
often use as a mask 

“Non-sectarianism in education, If 
it mean anything," is the elimination 

-.11-.— fpnm the lessons of the

The movement to federate the Cath­
olic societies of the United States it 
is now quite evident will ere long 
bear good fruit. The powerful and 
thrilling appeals of Bishop McFaul, 
of the diocese of Trenton, N.J., have 
stirred the members of many import­
ant organizations into a sense of its 
importance. Thus we learn that 
John J. O'Rourke, president of the 
Pennsylvania State Council of the 
Catholic Knights of America, has is­
sued the following address to the of­
ficers and members of all branches in 
Pennsylvania :

"The recent utterances of our 
friend. Right Rev. James A. McFaul. 
Bishop of Trenton, N.J., on the ne­
cessity tor federation of all Catholic 
organizations, is the culmination of 
the hopes of many active spirits in 
our different societies. Years ago 
this idea was promulgated in our 
Supreme Council, but the time had 
pot come. The extreme conservatism 
of some and the selfish motives of 
others have held back this movement 
until now. It remains to be seen 
whether we have absorbed all the 
points involved in this mighty move­
ment, and It so, are we willing to 
defer one to another in the forma­
tion of a vast aggregation of Catho­
lic societies of all kinds and nation­
alities under proper discipline? The 
proposition is so great In importance 
that I, as your State president, feel 
it my duty to ask your most serious 
coranderation of the subject in your 
various branch meetings; and when 
our State Council assembles in Philiv- 
delphla next September, let your re­
presentatives come prepared to offer 
suggestions, in written concise form, 
as to the basis and rules of forma­
tion. so that we may submit them 
at the proper time."

The State Council will meet on Sep- 
t ember 18.

NON-SECTARIANISM.—It ls^ thus “Sbtot^Mform tri» cohcluaione wlth
practical politics before the voters it 
too often happens that a majority 
of the jury have received a share of 
the spoils.

It to an accepted end universally 
practiced theory among practical po­
liticians that, conditions being 

sfflMa onri ffl.vnr# of nrov-

THE SECTION FOREMAN.

Until quite recently the speed ol 
our railroad trains was moderate in­
deed, but the introduction of the 
mils a minute flyers by our two 
great companies—the G. T. R. 
C.P.R.—in several districts, notably 
between Montreal and Ottawa, has 
set even ordinary people to dwell 
upon the possible dangers to . 
flyers. A writer In the New York 
“Sun," in referring to some of the 
precautions taken by railroads to 
prevent accidents, thus Interestingly 
refers to one department as fol­
lows ;— .__

Like most thills that go on day 
after day on the railroad, the work 
of the section foreman is scarcely un­
derstood, and more often underestim­
ated. The man In charge of the 
mslntenance-of-way department to, of 
course, a skilled engineer, with many 
other engineers under him who do 
the field work and plan things. But

"Great Haste ts Not
Always Good Speed.

Many people trust to lack
At éurf/y Mflé ltf

DEFENCE PROJECTS FOR COL­
ONIES.

The news cornea from London that 
by an order of the Cabinet, issued cm 
the recommendation of the junta, 
known as the cabinet committee on 
national defence, the intelligence de­
partment of the War office has been 
engaged for' several months investi­
gating the preparedness for war of 
Canada and the Australasian colon­
ies. The investigation is understood 
to have been completed so far as the 
latter are concerned, and a scheme of 
defence is being prepared which will 
form the basis upon which the gov­
ernment of the federated colonies 
will work. _

Some features of the Canadian 
scheme provide for an increase in the 
garrisons at Halifax and Baquimalt, 
the raising of a considerable force of 
Canadian regular troops if the Do­
minion Government’s consent can be 
obtained, of which there is said to 
be some doubt, and the raising of the 
North American naval station to first 
rank, with an effort to tap for the 
royal navy an unlimited supply of 
recruits afforded by the fishing Popu­
lation of the Dominion and New­
foundland. _——

HUNGER IS THE BEST SAUCE,
Yet some people are never hungry* 
Whatever they eat has to be "forced 
down.” There is, of course, some­
thing wrong with these people. By 
taking Hood s SarrepsrUla a short 
time they are given an appetite and 
then they enjoy «ting and food 
nourishes them. If you *»dJ™" ap­
petite failing. Juat try a bottle of 
Hood a. It to a true stomach tonic 
and every dose does good.

The best family cathartic Is Hood’s 
Pills.

ANNEX CANADA. — A writer, 
whom the "Irish World" »tyl« a 
'staff correspondent, ' ' thus opens an 

article entitled "Why Not Annex 
Canada" -it

•A Western Congressman, antagon­
izing the Imperialist policy of the 
McKinley administration, suggests 
that If we are to go Into the buei- 
n£M of annexation of alien territory, 
we had much better seize °n Canada 
than go across the Atlantic to steal 
the Philippines from its people. More 
than once since this controversy be­
gan I have heard the same suyee- 
lion- If we must go «ntothe stor­
ing of land» why not begin with 
that which H« dose a* hand ed 
would form a continuous territory, 
and give us a fairly homogeneous 
population? Canada » ”2
valuable country. It has great
stretch# of law» which look weUon
the map, and nowhere else. .
provinces In the W«t are ifflltotod 
With a long and
makes farming costly»» <*>”*2* 
et keeping stock under cover ^ 
feeding them through months offres* 
end snow. It has never bare able to 
secure a population -d u “ £ 
source» would warrant became our 
country lay eo close at hand and the

ltoo*«miyallPI*“d the

■UnltedXtopire Loyaliet^ol theOt-
^“-would

sight under the 
’aehington and

- -fa their de-iltobed


