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Among the writers. of these communi-
cations are Bishop Favier, Vitar-
Apostolic of Pekin; Father Chavanne,
Lezarist missionary at Pekin; Sigter
M. Jaurias, Superior of the Sisters
of Charity in Pekin; and Bishop Ray-
mond, C. M. Vicar-Apostolic of the
district of the Tche-Kiang. As these
writers live in the heart of the poli-
%ical « storm that has Taged . for
months in China they are in a posi-
tion to give exact details.

PDescribing the enemies pouring in,
horde after horde, Rev. Claude Cha-
wanne, C.M., says —

“‘An innumerable horde of enemies
is pouring in from all sides on us
Christians. The mob is composed of
all kinds of elements. There are fana-
tics who seek to destroy Christian-
ity; others, inspired by a false pa-
triotism, cry for the murder of all
Europeans, in revenge for their in-
roads on China; while still a third
class is made up of brigands and pil-
lagers, who take advantage of the
disorder t6 steal and murder with
impunity. A great part of our vie-
ariate is in imminent danger of pil-
iage, incendiarism and massacre.
Even in Pekin itsell the Boxers are
pumerous, audacious and cunning.
Everywhere, in the pagodas, in secret
hiding places, in side streets, and
even in the most public places they
congregate, at night principally, but
in the open day frequently, to hold
their superstitious assemblages and
to exhibit their ‘boxing’ = exercises.
Wherever you look the walls are pla-
carded with incendiary menaces and
threats of extermination against the
Youropeans and Christians. Y esterday
a paper was left at the door of our
residence, on Wwhich was written a
declaration that one of our Chinese
priests, whose name was given, had
been singled out by the mob to share
the same fate as the Europeans.

«“As for ourselves, we are prepared
for anything thvatma_\'happen.Bmwhm
specially afflicts us is the condition
of our 50,000 Christians, dispersed
throughout the vicariate. Already
several villages have been attacked,
and the Christian population of one

* willage was massacred or burned |

alive in the church or in the houses. .
To-<day the news of another mas-
sacre has reached us. The Christians
seek refuge in flight when they are
able, but in all such cases their
homes are pillaged and burned. We
are encumbered here with a large
mumber of fugitives. Bishop Favier is
TWroken-hearted, and is sick in body
.as well as mind. The rest of us,
4though full of courage and resigna-
tion, have our hearts torn with com-
passion for the poor Chinese Chris-

-tians.

“Ag I write, the announcement
.comes to me that three Christians
were killed and cut to pieces. Fugi-
tives who are flocking to our house, |
sometimes by fifties, are pursued by
maddened crowds, Wwho declare if |
their intended victims have escaped
this time they shall not escape en-
tirely. In some of the villages where
the Christians are muauerous enough,
they have fortified themselves and

down, ¥

o clety still groans un

“/Qur, poor China is terribly
turbed, especially the vicariate of Pe-
kin. The devil has let loose all his
batteries. An infernal sect . called
Boxers are devoting everything to
fire and blood. Refugeés from - sur-
rounding villages whose homes have
been: destroyed had to flee for their
lives, and are now flocked to us for
protection. We have already  more
than 250 women and children. The
hospital, too, is filled with = these
poor cregtures. The men and boys
are at Chala Bul. A general panic
reigns on all sides, even in Pekin.
Happily for us, the Buropeans are be-
ginning to take fright, and it is said
the ministers have made certain de-
mands on the Empress which we hope
may result in bettering our condi-
tion. It is said that a body of mar-
ines sre coming to guard our houses,
but we depend more on the protec-
tion of God and the Blessed Virgin
than on the soldiers. But as the
proverb has it, ‘God helps him who
helps himself.” We are not - afraid.
I do not believe the Boxers will dare
to massacre the Buropeans, especial-
ly in Pekin."

BISHOP. RAYMOND'S LETTER.

From his episcopal city of Ning
Po, Bishop Raymond, in the course
of a long letter, in which he vividly
pictures the terrors created by the
Boxers, says ©

“Tai Tchesu is a district of our
vicariate that has given us great
hopes. The movement of conversion
there was general. Chapels rose as by
enchantment at diffgrent points, and
they were filled at once by fervent
neophytes. But all at once the work
has been destroyed, and ruins have
taken the place of prosperity. As the
virgins in ancient Rome, martyred
smmediately after baptism, won &
double crown, so these new Chinese
Christians have had their white robe
of baptism reddened by the blood of
their martyrdom. The demon, jeal-
ous of our conquests, has found a
way of avenging himself."”"

BISHOP FAVIER'S HOPES.

In a lengthy letter, in which he
relates the full history of the Tartar
dynasty in China, Bishop Favier
says —
At Kwantung and Kwansi, mis-
sionaries have been tortured, and
one was burned alive, with his flock,
in the church. The missions have been
pillaged and the missionaries obliged
to retire to the seaport towns for
security. At Su-tchuen, for the last
six months, all is on fire. One French
priest and three Chinese priests are
in the hands of the rebels. In more
than ome-third of the province all
the ¢hurches and residences are pil-
laged and purned, the Christian vil-
Jages are ravaged and their lands
sold; nineteen neophytes have been
massacred and 20,000 are without
an asvlum and without bread. At

“Hou-nan a priest was’ massacred,
{ with a number of Christians, and the

churches have  been devasted. At
Chang-towang numbers of Christians
were killed, villages pillaged and
burned, churches and residences de-
stroyed.”’
Despite all this, 'the good bishop
expresses the hope that the Chinese
rnment will save the Europeans.

ACGATIITST RUM RUIE.

———————e—e e

“The annual Convention of the Cath-
olic Total Abstinence Union of Am-
"erica was held in Philadelphia last
week. It was a magnificent gather-
ing of the clergy and laity represent-
ative of nearly every important dis-
trict in the United States. The open-

ion was signalized

army of earnest and devoted men and
women, actuated by religious mo-
tives, sprang up to fight the giant
evil of the day.

“They were not afraid to pledge

themselves against the use of all in-

toxicating drink in order the more
securely to avoid the dangers of
abuse. They nevef forgot that while
dripk in itself is not an evil, the evils

a

temptations which lie before

they raise their voices against the
danger which threatens to destroy
them. The ruin which drink bringe

placed upon it by intemper

system of charities, our 5
justice, our ‘reformatories, = pri
and asylums make us realize Wi
curse it is to our communities.
rank too high, no condition too

for its ravages. Much 3
done. Our work can never

we are face to face with a relent
gleepless foe which preys upon, the
weaknesses of human nature.’  OQur
duty is 1o be as ceaseless and as re-
lentless in our opposition to. it.. We
should constantly sound the 3
be ever on guard and armed

the foe of all we hold dear.

The report of the National Secre-
tary shows the following member-
ship by unions :—

Albany ... . d 1,651
Baltimore . S 1,122
Boston 4,590
Buffalo 506
Connecticut 6,280
Duluth 3 350
Brie R 406
Illinois 2,255
Indiana B 2,493
L.A. K. F.M 618
Louisville ... «u. . 124
Maine .. @ 518
K. F. M., Missouri « 2,600
New Jersey . 1,282
New York 3,931
Ohio ...... : 1,729
Pennsylvania . % . 2,

Philadelphia A X

Pittsburg . 1,514
Providence Sikeg AR & 880
Savannah . ol bave 364
Scranton 3 8,070
Springfield 3 A % 4,321
St. Louis ... aov cans asen aiie o 480
St. Paul § 3 e 8,160
Syracuse " X 410
Wilmingt . 430
Winona FET 2,081
Wisconsin . 1,711
Detached ..... e 7 5,028
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WHAT CATHOLIC WRITERS SAY.

PARTING OF THE WAYS.—There
is much mental food for thought 'in
the following clipping taken from the
weekly letter of James R. Randall to
the ‘‘Catholic Columbian.’”” I see,
says this writer, a statement . that
one of the Trappist brothers at Geth-
semane has volunteered for service in
the army in China, after having been
a soldier in Cuba. He, of £ourse,
leaves his cowl and vocation behind
him, but says, it is reported, he
would return to the monastery, if he
survived the campaign. The prob-
ability is that he would do nothing’
of the kind, and I suppose the monks
would be afraid to experiment with
him again. But this is mere specu-
lation. In my youth there was
scholastic at college who had gone
through the novitiate of the Jesuits
and other preliminary discipline, well
on the way to priesthood. The Con-
federate war broke out and our
scholastic felt martially inclined. He
appeared to lose his vocation, and
eventually was permitted to retire
honorably from the Society. He join-
ed the army and was, during the
conflict, with Mosby and his ‘‘Rough
Riders.”” Camp life is not quite desir-
able in a religious sense. Our ex-
scholastic did not return to the so-
ciety or to any order of the Church,
but married and had a large family.
One of his sons became a Jesuit no-
vice and died in the order. This was
a poignant grief to the father, but he
is a practical Catholic, and no doubt
mistook his vocation when he be-
came a religious. A Jesuit Father
once substantially said : “‘When I
was admitted to the society one of
the old Fathers, addressing me, eX-
pressed the hope that I would stick.
Some years after this, the old Father
himself left the order honorably and
repute, But he craved to return to
the society, for many years in vain.
At lastshis wish was gratified, and
he is now i novitiate once more,
where he began as a youth! I have
clung to the Society and pray that X
may_mnever falter. St. Paul teaches

say withi
ther see t0=

pany -of missionary rkers i1
na, both  Catl c and Protestant,
wiped out, of existence than to know
that a single of ‘soldiers of
any nation - spe:
from the standpoint

The missionaries are :
death, They are supposed to have re-
_nounced the world, to be ready for
the martyrdom, the persecution and |-
the suffering. Death to them should
mean .the crown of immortality.”

COMMERAISH W FOLTES

When, in the course of a public in-
vestigation some months ago, a pro-
minent political leader said : “I am
working for my own pocket all the
time,” he told ‘in a terse phrase of
unvarnished truth the exact condi-
tion of modern politics in the great
cities of the United States. By hun-

dreds and thousands of mén, who
afe to-day classed as good and hon-
est citizens, politics for revenue is
regarded as a business, just as legi-
timate and honorable as the buying
and selling of dry goods or grover<
jes. Such men do not believe there is
any personal dishonesty or impro-
priety in' making money indirectly
out of poiitics and unfortunately
that view of the matter is largely
sustained by public opinion.

Commercialism has invaded poli-
tics, statesmanship has been subor-
dinated to personal interests, and in
far too many cases the halls of legis-
lation and the temples of justice
have become marts of trade, where
judgment may be bought and law is
on sale to the highest bidders. Of ne-
. cessity such @ charge must be gen-
eral, but no practical politician who
still has regard for the truth will
deny it. Few men enter modern poli-
tics for fame or honor. They are
working for their own pockets all
the time.

Whep a powerful political organizar
tion, known as & “‘machine,'s  gets
control of the government of a city
or State, and holds on year after
year, overcoming all  opposition,
%here can be but two reasons for such
a condition, - One is that the ‘¢ ma~
chine’’ provides government 5O fair
and economical that the citizens ob-
ject to a change, and the other is
that the government is corrupt and
that a majority of the voters either
directly or indirectly share the pro-
fits of that corruption. When the
favors of government are for sale
few men are too honest to buy them.
If Merchant Brown can use & side-
walk for a storehouse, saving thereby
much time and rent, he will pay a
little blackmail for the privilege and
silenve ‘his conscience with the argu-
ment that Merchant Jones would do
the same thing and. thereby be able
to. undersell homnest competitors.

Such is the spirit of commercialism
in politics, the false logic of dishon-
est business, the struggle for mate-
rial advantage that follows the line
of least resistance. When the visible
errors of corrupt political govern-
ment have grown unbearable to those
who refuse to buy ugain that  for
which they have been taxed and pub-
lic spirited citizens demand = change
and reform, ihe indifference of ' the
masses is to them a surprise and dis-
appointment. They rail against the

of the public mind
evils

became a dfocesan priest of apostolio |

i Stat ;
be exposed, there would follow a po-
lit‘tlc;l revolution in that State. 4

en 'corporations owning = fran-
chises or operating under the favor
of special legislation can issue a vast
amount of stock to be placed where
it will be paid for .in lawse or per-
mits, honest government has small
chance of existence. Precisely this
condition exists in every State in
the Union, and it will not. improve
until we have legal inspection and
regulation of corporations. Under the
present system our State govern-
ments create trusts and momopolies
that make a business of buying any
additional favor or special legisla~
tion that they may need to crush
competition or prevent exposure. —
B. 8. Colen, in the Independent.
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FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC
SOCTEITES.

The movement to federate the Cath-
olic societies of the United States it
is now quite evident will ere long
bear good fruit. The powerful and
thrilling appeals of Bishop McFaul,
of the diocese of Tremton, N.J., have
stirred the members of many import-
ant organizations into a sense of its
importance. Thus we learn that
John J. O'Rourke, president of the
Pennsylvania, State Council of the
Catholic Knights of America, has is-
sued the following address to the of-
ficers and members of all branches in
Pennsylvania. :

‘“The recent utterances of our
friend, Right Rev. James A. McFaul,
Bishop of Trenton, N.J., on the ne-
cessity for federation of all Catholic
organizations, is the culmination of
the hopes of many active spirits in
our different societies. Years ago
this idea was promulgated in our
Supreme Council, ' but the time had
pot come. The extreme conservatism
of some and the selfish motives of
others have held back this movement
until now. It remains to be seen
whether we have absorbed all the
points involved in this mighty move-
ment, and if so, are we willing to
defer one to another in the formas
tion of & vast aggregation of Oatho-
lic societies of all kinds and nation-
alities under proper discipline? The
proposition is so great in importance
that I, as your State president, feel
it my duty to ask your most serious
consideration of the subject in your
various branch meetings; and when
our State Council assembles in Phila~
delphia next September, let your re-
presentatives come prepared to offer
suggestions, in written concise form,
as to the basis and rules of forma-
tion, so that we may submit them
at the proper time." 2

The State Council will meet on Sep-
tember 18.

THE SECTION FOREMAN.

Until quite recently the speed of
our railroad trains was moderate in-
deed, but the. introduction of the
mile a minute flyere by our two
great companies—the G. T.
C.P.R.—in several districts,

possible dangers to such
fiyers. A writer in the New York
“Sun,” in veferring to some of the

precautions taken by  railroads to:

prevent accidents, thus interestingly
refers to one ~department as fol-
lows i— ] R !
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