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in the rows hoed or

tch,

many varieties of straw-
which have proven to be very
g0od. Care should always be taken not to plant
a variety, or any number of varietics that have
imperfect flowers. It is best to plant a.box_xt.
every third row of a perfect variety. Bulletin
No. 62, ijssued from the Experimental Farm,
Ottawa, recommends the l‘ollowiuy‘e varieties :
Conmymercial : Beder Wood (per), Sp it
Warfield .), not suited to light soil, Williams
(per.), émlme ( .), Bisel (1mp.)! Sample
(imp.), Buster (imp.), Domestic : Excelsior (per).
Splendid (per.), Senator Dunlap (per.), Lovett
(per.), Ruby (per.), Bubach (1mp.), Wm. Belt

J. 0. LAIRD.

Leamington Onion Fields.

The Leamington district has been bulging into
prominence of Iate in a most surprising ‘way.
Situated, as it is, near the western end of Lake
Erie, it enjoys a climate milder than that of amy
other ‘part of Ontario. This gives it a great

advantage in the early Mmaturing of vegetables
such as tomatoes and muskmelons, and these pro-
& ducts of its gardens have made a place for them-
; selves in the markets of all our large cities.
For the raising of peaches this district has algo
become famous. In the town itself the strong
odor of tobacco makes itself felt in the vicinity
of two large factories, which work up the pro-
duct yielded' by :the farmers’ fields in the surround-
ing country. Yet more important than all is
the corn crop, which, throughout the whole of
Essex County, is brought to greater perfection
than anywhere else in Canada. As if all this
were not enough, Leamington has become noted
for the production of onions on a larze scale.
While onions are grown to a considerable extent
on the high sandy ground close to the town, the
onion fields proper are about six miles away, on
the reclaimed marsh lands of Pelee Point.
Only a comparatively small portion of the
Pelee Point marsh has beeh reckaimed, and much
of this artificially drained land is but low-lying
dark clay, not especially suitable for the growing
of onions.  But there are hundreds of acres there
. appreciably lower still, in which the level clay is
overlaid by black muck to a depth of from one
to six feet, with occasional pockets much deeper.
On a typical farm that was visited by ‘‘The
Farmer’s '‘Advocuate’’ representative on his mission
of enquiry early last December, the muck at the
front of fhe farm was two feet deep. At the
rear end, about a mile distant, the depth of the
muck was five feet. At any point between, the
depth of muck could be safely estimated varying
exactly in proportion to the distance from front
or back, 80 uniform is the surface of the under-
lying clay. The proprietor states that since his
occupancy of the farm, the depth of muck has de-
creased by a foot in consequence of being drained
and tilled. The surface of the land is almost
exactly level with that of l.ake Erie, drainage
being secured bty a huve ditch or canab which has
been dredyed out across the point, and out of

which the water 18 pumped at-either end into the
lake by steam power.
Some six or eight years ago it began to be

realized that *'The Marsh’, as it was locally
termed, wns great onion soil. Since that time
the area devoted to this crop has rapidly in-
CrERset] ‘a every Ontario onion grower knows,

the ;car ol
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1911 was one of lizht crops and high
consequence a much larger acrea..
24 everywhere in 1812, and the yield
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE. )

being unusually heavy, though but of indifferent
quality, the crop has been hard-to sell at even
the low prices prevailing. In the Pelee Point
Marsh District about 200 acres of onions were
grown, and the averave yield is estimated at 600
bushels per acre. There may be slight exaggera-
tion here, as is the case with most estimates,
but yields of individual fields varied from 800
bushels to (in several cases) fully 800 bushels
per acre. TIn the early part of Decamber a very
conSideratle part of the crop was still in the
hands of the growers, and a problem new to most
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required to tend them. They go from farm
farm in succession, and are owned and run as are
threshing outfits. ;

The onion sacks as filled are piled like cord-
wood in airy sheds so thut the curing
may continue. Before being shipped the sacks
are emptied onto large, slatted, sloping sorters,
the culls picked out and the rest bagged ang
weighed, 75 Ibs. taine put into eaeh sack.

On the farm of Jobn Ross, one of the leadiny
onion growers, 'the Government, through its
county representative, conducted experiments for

Some years. The

of them, that of winter
faced.

Cultural methods on ‘“the marsh’’ differ

storage, was being

slight-
ly from those followed generally. Drills are
wider, being 16 to. 18 inches apart, and seed is

sown deeper, an inch and a half being the depth
aimed at. In a growthy season, such as last
year, the development of top is prodigious.
Where the crop was good the tops were three feet
high, and so thick that the ground could not be

seen. This district ‘is blessed in being yet um-

A Pelee Island Onion Storage Cellar.

visited by that pest dreaded by gardeners, the
onion maggot. At the proper time the bulbs
are pulled by hand, laid in rows and left to dry
until ready for toppin_. Topping by hand was
the rule until lately, but now machine toppers,
driven by gasoline engines, do much of this work.
These  machines top, sort, and bag the onions

automatically, a gang of men, of course, being

A Pelee Island Onion Field,

, @s a result

main purpose of
these was to deter-
mine the most suit-
ab l'e fertilizers to
apply for onions on
that muck soil.
The one comclusion
that stands out
clearly is that barn-
yard manure is the
best. Commercial
fertilizers did not

Prove as satisfac-

tory as was hoped,
. though in some in-

stances’excellent re-
sults followed their
use. For the gen-
eral crop, ‘it may
he safely said, that
comparatively little
of it receives ferti-
lizer of any kind,
and yet onions are
grown on the same
plots year after
year.

A Co-operative
Onion Growers’ As-
sociation which
works in - friendly
harmony with the
one in Scotland,
Ont., has helped .its
members very ma-
terially in the mar-
keting of their crop.
Up to December the

) Association had
shipped 60 car loads of onions, 600 bushels to
the car, and estimated that they had 20 car
loads still unsold. '

As whole farms in this district are suitable
for the raising of onions, and as labor is there,
as elsewhere, extremely scarce, it follows that
ouly .a small pPercentage of the land available can
be devoted to this profitable crop. On the farm
of _Mr. Roach, indeed 55 or 60 acres were in
onions last season, but practically all of this
actreage was centered in small plots on shares.
The process of sub-division of farms has »
and lots of five, ten, fifteen and twenty-five acres
are now not uncommon.

_There has followed another inevitable result.
Prices of marsh land are soaring. For property
that a few years ago was of little value, $100.00
to $150.00 an acre and even more are asked.
Some weakening of the boom may be looked for

S of the drop in onion prices.
the feeling a year ago was well expressed by a
coal dealer in Leamington who owns and works
ter} acres of onion ground in ‘‘the marsh’’, when
referring to an .offer of $150.00 an acre that a
neighbor had received. ‘d  wouldn’t take less
than $200.00 an acre for mine, as *I can make
that much on it from onions every year.’’

IHE FARM BULLETIN.

Cobourg Horse Show.

Affairs of the Cobourg Horse Show showed a
healthy state at the annual meeting recently held
in. Cobourg. In 1936 cate receipts were $697
and in 1912, $4,491; while the total receipts for
1912 were $10,000. 1In the past seven years
$20,000 has been spent in prizes, and $4,100 in
improvements. The value of reak estate build-
ings of the show is now $25,000. The presi-
dent has communicated with the agricultural so-
ci_eties of Northumberland and Durham with a
view to ascertaining the best method of increas-
iny the entry from these two counties.

New officers are :—Hon. President, W. J. Cros-
sen ; President, J. D. Hayden ; Vice-President, R.

F. Massie ; Secretary, J. H. Davidson ; Treasur-
er, K. W. Hargraft ; Directors, Dr. H. C. S.
Elliot, F. N. Field, K. C.,

Percy Clarke, Gtyn
Plunkett, G. F. Jones, Jas. Bulger, F. M. Haw-
ley, H. Field, J. R. O'Neill, C. E. Speer, W. R.
Thompson, J. D. Haig, Geo. Greer, J. B. McColl,
J. P. Field, D. Dick.

The date of the 1918 show

is August 12, 13,
14, 15 and 186.
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