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View of orchard No. 1 (on Mr. Poole's farm), taken from
the shape and vigorous condition of
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Ruralities from Australia.

The returns of the wheat States this year show

that the variety known as Federation has re-
mained on top. It was bred by the late William
Farrer, and is a cross between Fife and Indian

wheats,having been then crossed with Purple Straw.
Over large areas it averaged 24 bushels to the
acre. Experts are now contending that too much
attention is being paid to the production of
weighty wheats, without regard to the milling
qualities. As the prices are all the same, there
i« no inducement held out to do anything else. A
great deal of the trouble is due to the fact that
a greater proportion of the grain raisel is ex-
ported whole, instead of being converted into
flour and then exported. By this practice the
country is also losing all the bran and pollard.

* * =

The White Leghorns have succeeded in winning
the dozen competitions which recently concluded in
Australia and New Zealand. 'The winning pen of
cix at Gatton, Queensland, produced 1,520 eggs
for the year. At the Hawkesbury College, N. 5.
W., the winning pen of six of the same breed laid
an aggregate of 1,321 eggs. In this competition
the first twelve pens were White L.eghorns. In
the test running over two years the same breed
succeeded, the pen laying 2,369 eggs. In the test
extending over three years, a pen of Black Orping-
tons carried honors, producing during the term
3,017 eggs. It is contended at the (ollege that
this is the first data secured in. the world for so
long a period. The result disputes the theory
that hens should not be kept for three vears for

ece production. At the same institution. a pen
of Indian runner ducks won the prize, with 2,464
erpes for two years. The first vear they laid
1,273 eges, and the balance in the second year

The principal of the ('ollewe points out in s of
flicial that the test has demonstrated that
this duck will layv better in the second
year than any other breed The ducks, however,
cost than the hens to Teed. The test to
prove the relative of dry and wet feeding

repors
breed of

more
values

was conclusive that  the Iitter was by far the
most profitable

[vish potato blight has wot a vreat  hold of
the agricultural States ol Aitrstieadia Scarce
1v a district has escapied 1t is osti
mated that the lorss ol crops this yvear will an-
volve a million pounds sterlbing \ potato Ta
mine for the coming season is i pro pect

* *

This has heen one of the mes=t hmned seasons
evoer o\]n‘x'.vl.('ml in Australia, thoneh Zou land
has been obliged to sufler one ol R o D
ord The rains in the Comionw vl P11
most abundant in facl, over yvastoan i e
has heen far too much. Inland lakes wi i Voo
been (ry clay-pans for years are filled, and !
swilns are teeming with wild fowl ol

(it oes There are hundreds of miles ol o
W o zifee districts with grass standing
gort to eat 1t ol

m 1 |
hioeh | no stoeck of any
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south-west corner.
he trees. ’hoto May
This is the eighth good year in succession—ill col
tradiction to the reputation that Australia is «
dry country. There has been so much rain in
the wheat districts that the gramn stacked at the
railway station awaitine removal, rotted in the
bags ; the railway rolling stock was unable to
move it quickly enough. After the first wheat
crop was taken off, the farmers were unabie to get
to work on the stubble, and a second crop Ima-
tured. Some cut this for hay; others let the
grain mature. Thus, second crops, going as much
as eight bushels to the acre, were taken off.

* * *
One of the Scottish delegates touring Aus-
tralia, R. B. Greig, F. R. <. ., held out very

farmers for assistance

little hope to Australian
Hitherto, the

from the British farm laborer.
various States were led to believe that these men
class that Australia wanted; that
only be exceedingly useful as em-
eventually they would devote
the purchase of farms of their
water on

were the very
they would not
ployees, but that
their earnings to
Mr. Greig’s remarks throw cold
that idea. He sayvs that directlyv these men were
brought out here they would on the first oppor-
tunity maie for the cities where the wages are
nominally higher than on the farms. Australia,
he said, has much more to hope from the bank-
clerk and shop-assistant tyvpe, as these men are
vearning to get out of the cities to begin a new
life. Besides, he cays. if the farm-labor man

own
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could be induced to go to Australia, he would not
he suitable, as he would not be taught anything;
and. as the mode and methods of farming are so
different in the Old Country, as compared to
Anistralia, he would be practically in the way
On the other hand, the other type of recruit would
be willing to learn, and would set out with a de-
termination to succeed at the new life. These
opinions are highly disappointing to Australians
who had been led to believe by other people that
the British farm hand would be the very class to
succeed in the country, first as employees, and
secondly as settlers themselves. [Editor's Note—
In view of the depopulation of Scottish rural dis
{ricts now going on, the advice of the delegate,
that the Australian farmers should look to Brit
ish bank clerks and shop assistants for help, in-

slead of to British farm laborers, 1s assuredly
worthy of a canny Scotchman.] !
* * *

\ statistician in New Zealand has been going
into the question of what it costs to produce
stock per head in that country. Of course, 1t
would be impossible to arrive at the exact acreaue
occupied by the various animals. But, for the
purposes of calculation, six sheep were adjudged
to bhe equivalent to one horned beast, and eight
sheep to a horse. Wool is reckoned at five-
eizchths and three-eighths of what a sheep returns
On this basis, wool is calculated to return a frac
tion over four shillings and two pence, and meat
two shillings and six pence per head of the sheep
crazed Taking the exports of mutton and lamb,
in addition to the local consumption, it works
out that each sheep produces 15 pounds of meat
annually, and. as the annual yield of fleece in the
for 1908 was 7.3 pounds, the estimate
that it costs just exactly two pence per
pence a pound for wool
pence. Thus it 1s
of two shillings per
These cal

Hominion
is reached
pound for meat, and 6.96
_just a fraction under seven
claimed that there is a profit
head on each sheep in the Dominion.
culations are based on the figures for eight years,
s0 it is a fair average.
x ® %

The wonderiul results of the dowser's rod to
find water in Queensland pastoral areas seem to
have silenced the skeptics of the strange power
These wielders of the twig got a great lift - when
the Government of that State took a dowser under
its wing a few years ago, and he succeeded in get-
ting water when indiscriminate sinking before had
failed The result was that a large area of
country, otherwise too dry for settlement, was
made possible for gmall settlers. In most
the dowsers are paid by results. If there 1is no
water on sinking or horing, there is no fee pay-
able A number of them are contractors, who
undertake the work of locating spots and then tap-

This proves their confidence in their
¥ theyv failed to reach water after sink-
hore. the loss would be very

cases

ping them
poOwers.

ing an expensive

ereat, as they might have to penetrate any depth
up to 4,000 feet  to reach the water-bearing
strata Whole districts have been revolutionized

hy the aceney of the diviner. Sheep and cattle
can now he carried with safety where a few years
aco the risks were too great to chance occupancy,
owinge to the lack of water The knowledge of
the existence of the artesian helt and the as-
sistance of the dowser has worked the change
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