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mares wilh lus Clydesdale horse, 
l’rince ol Wales, but as this is con­
troversial matter it will be best 
avoided here." Air. Dykes was quite 
right in leaving the subject uiulis- 
cussed, but the same rules which ap­
ply to a work like the "Transac­
tions," do not apply to an article in 
a newspaper.

Mr. Drew, as is well known, was in 
the habit ol attending the principal 
horse lairs in Lincolnshire and the 
Midlands and buying Ing weighty 
marcs which he crossed with Clydes­
dales, and it was the satisfactory 
result ol this mating which made him 
begin to theorise on the subject. II 
he had lived, perhaps Clydesdale his­
tory would have been dillerently 
written, but he died at a compara­
tively early age, universally regretted 
by all who knew hint. It was staled 
that the Unions Prince ol Wales him­
self owed some ol his line qualities 
to Shire ancestors, and there is no 
doubt but that several horses entered 
in the Clydesdale Stud Hook had not 
to go very far back in their pedigree 
before an Knglish mare was to be 
lound. .Mr. Drew and his friends— 
and lie had a very influential follow­
ing—argued that here was a proof of 
the benefit of the Knglish cross; that 
lor many years the plan had been 
adopted of mating Knglish marcs 
with Clydesdale horses—that prac­
tically the Shire and the Clydesdale 
had the same origin, lint the Clydes­
dale Horse Society would have none 
of their theories, and so a select 
Clydesdale Society was formed, and 
two volumes of the select Clydesdale 
Stud Hook were printed.

Probably no harm would have been 
done to either breed by an amalga­
mation of the two societies, and by 
crossing the two breeds as the fanev 
-•f the breeders dictated. Doth breeds 
had one origin, and mores and stal­
lions of the Shire anti Clydesdale 
cross, bred true to type, i.c., they 
bred serviceable, saleable cart horses 
which did not seem to deteriorate in 
the third and fourth generations or 
even later. This, * of course, was 
stoutly opposed by the Stud Hook 
purists, and yet the very fact that 
men like Mr. David Riddell, Mr. 
Robert Hrytlen, Mr. W. R. Trotter, 
and other men of experience too 
numerous to mention, showed that it 
was not merely theoretical men fol­
lowing a new fad who followed Mr.

Hut, after all, things have gone on 
very well without the amalgamation 
which was so urgently desired in the 
later eighties. The Clydesdale of to­
day is a weightier horse than was 
the Clydesdale of twenty years ago, 
whilst he still retains the hard flinty 
hone, fine silky feather and clastic 
pasterns which his admirers made so 
much of in days gone by.

It may perhaps be interesting to 
hear what Thomas Hlundeville had to 
sav in 1850 about the ancestor of 
both the Flanders horses : "The 
Flanders horsk, in his shape, disposi­
tion, and pace," says he, "differeth 
in a manner nothing from the Al­
umine horse, saving that for the 
most part he is of greater stature, 
and more puissant. The marcs, also, 
of Flanders be of great stature, 
strong, long, large, faire, and fruit- 
full, and besides that, will endure 
great labour, as is well scene, for 
that the Flemings do use none other 
draught, but with those mares in 
their wagons, in the which I have 
seen two or three mares to go light- 
lie awaie with such a burthen as is 
almost incrcditahle."
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How the modern Flemish horse has 
got the character of "soft" one can­
not say, lor evidently his ancestor 
impressed such a good judge as 
Hlundeville very highly. Hut some­
how lie does not seem to have im­
proved as his Hritiah relative has 
done, lor 1 have seen a good lew 
Flemish horses, and do not remember 
one which could work with a Hritish 
draught horse of any breed.

♦

Carefully conducted experiments at 
various stations and bv many nr.uti- 
ea. feeders have shown conclusively 
that cattle can be fed more econom- 
n .illv in snmmoi 1 han in « inti 1, and 
while the experiments in sheep feeding 
are less numerous they are quite sat

Experiments conducted at the Iowa 
Kxperiincnt Station, in which h i 
yearling wethers were fed, showed 
that tile sheep made .406 pound gain 
per dav on blue grass pasture alone ; 
that they made .46 pound gain per 
dav on corn and hlucgrass ; on oats 
and hlucgrass pasture .42 pound per 
day : on barley mid hlucgrass pasture 
■3'1 pound per dav. Such gains as 
these are large in feeding sheep, and 
show that very satisfactory and eco­
nomical gains can be made on sum­
mer feeding ; and furthermore, it was 
found that the most economical gains 
were made on hlucgrass pasture alone. 
In another experiment, made in the 
same fall, in which 100 head of yearl­
ing wethers were fed in seven lots, 
the results showing that more eco­
nomical gains could be made on corn 
and grass, or on grass alone, than on 
anv usual combination of grains and 
clover Imv

The above experiments and tile 
general knowledge of exnerienced feed­
ers indicate that summer feeding is 
advisable whenever good pasture can 
be secured : and the results also show 
that where sheep have the run of 
abundant blue grass pasture, more 
economical results can he secured on 
grass alone than on grass and grain 
This docs not necessarily indicate, 
however, that grain should not be led 
to sheep that are on pasture. This 
must lie governed bv local conditions, 
such as kind of pasture, abundance of 
same, and cost of grain that one dc-

Fnr yearlings or mature sheep blue- 
grass pasture is the feed par excel­
lence, but this caution must lie borne 
in mind. Parasites that arc extreme­
ly destructive to sheep are far more 
liable to find their way into them 
when they arc grazing upon short, 
close grass—such ns hlucgrass is— 
than when they arc running upon 
higher growing pasture, such as red 
clover anil alfalfa. Resides this, these 
parasites never trouble sheep that are 
feeding on a pasture where sheep 
have not previously fed, hence it is 
that new pastures insure freedom from 
the parasites which are the bane of 
tile sheep grower's existence Blue- 
grass is the earliest and choicest feed 
we have, but if sheep have run on it 
for several years there is danger from 
parasites, even in the case of mature 
sheep, and it is almost certain death 
to lambs Hence, judgment must be 
used in allowing sheep to run on bine- 
grass pasture, and it must ever lie 
remembered that one is taking con­
siderable risk in allowing sheep on 
old pastures

When hlucgrass lias been decided 
upon, however, and where it is abun­
dant and not too washy, no other 
feed need be given. If soft or some­

what scarce, some corn and bran 
should be fed with it. In starting 
the sheep on pasture in the spring it 
is best to turn them on some pasture 
where the old grass makes tip a large 
part of file feed . on such pasture the 
sheep will get a bite of old grass 
with the new. This will prevent 
scouring. which is very liable to occur 
if tile sheep are turned on pasture 
that consists wholly of new grass.

The pasture should be abundant, 
and particular care should be taken 
not to overstock it during Mav and 
June, for if this is done no feed will 
be procurable in Julv and August ; 
and it cannot be too thoroughly em­
phasized that more feed can be secur­
ed from a pasture bv grazing it mod­
erately than bv keeping it grazed 
close to the ground.

Corn gives the most satisfactory 
results of anv grain fed in conjunc­
tion with hlucgrass pasture. In 
starting the feed, begin gradually, 
giving not more than one third of a 
pound of shelled corn with about tin- 
same amount of bran for each animal 
for the first few days The corn 
should be gradually increased and the 
bran decreased until at the end often 
or fifteen davs the bran mav he 
wholly discontinued, and the sheep 
should be receiving from two thirds 
to three fourths of a pound of shelled 
corn tier head per dav If the feeding 
period is to be a short one, the sheep 
may be brought to full feed, about 
two pounds shelled corn per dav, 
within thirty davs But if the feed­
ing period is to be long, a little more 
time should be used in getting the. 
sheep to full feed The exact amount 
must lie governed bv the particular 
conditions On long feeds, where pas­
ture is plentiful. it will be most 
profitable to feed onlv about half 
what the animals would take. On 
short feeds and where pasture is 
somewhat limited, it is usually ad­
visable to crowd the animals, giving 
them all they will eat up clean.

The fattening of lambs is a very 
profitable branch of sheep husbandry. 
The favorite on the market is the 
hnndv weight lamb, aged about six 
months and weighing in the neighbor­
hood of 100 pounds. They can be fed 
on pasture even more nrofitablv than 
older sheep, for hlucgrass, alfalfa or 
clover supply .1 high per cent of pro­
tein, which the lambs need more than 
older ones do. Hlucgrass pasture, 
however, is dangerous to voting lambs 
if sheep have grazed upon it during 
the preceding season, for stomach 
worms and other such parasites are 
more apt t" la- gathered up by the 
lambs when feeding on the short, 
sweet hlucgrass than on anv other 
pasture In fattening lambs in sum­
mer, therefore, it is best to depend 
upon red clover, alfalfa and the more 
common forage crops ; and wherever 
sullcient sheep are kept to warrant 
the employment of a regular shep­
herd, the use of hurdles, whereby the 
lambs may be permitted to run ahead 
of the ewes, will prove very satisfac­
tory, and will result in increased 
thrift among the lambs.

In pasturing cither clover or rifal- 
fa the sheep should not be turned in 
until the clover or alfalfa is well 
grown, and then onlv when well filled 
up on other grass and when the dew 
or wet is off After being so turned 
in they should never be taken oil, 
though a shed may be provided where 
the sheep may shade at midday. On 
such pasture with their mothers the 
lambs will make prodigious growth, 
and when weaning time comes they 
mav he turned into another field, or 
if clover or alfalfa he limited, they 
may be turned on rape, which may
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