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least a cosmopolitan polish about the Major ; drawing-rooms 
would not appal him, nor the thought of going to Court throw 
him into a perspiration. Iver had been keen to find out the 
truth about Harry Tristram, as keen as Major Duplay. At 
this moment both of them were wishing that the truth had 
never been discovered by them, nor flung in the face of the 
world by Harry himself.

“ But darling Janie will be happy,” Mrs. Iver used to say. 
She had surrendered very easily.

He was not really an unnatural parent because he growled 
once or twice, “ Darling Janie be hanged I ” It was rather his 
wife’s attitude of mind that he meant to condemn.

Bob himself was hopeless from a parent's point of view. 
He was actually a little touched by Mrs. Trumbler’s way of 
looking at the world ; he did think—and confessed it to Janie— 
that there was something very remarkable in the way Harry 
Tristram had been cleared from his path. He was in no sense 
an advanced thinker, and people in love are apt to believe in 
what are called interpositions. Further he was primitive in his 
ideas ; he had won the lady, and that seemed to 1 ,im enough. 
It was enough, if he could keep her ; and in these days that 
really depends on herself. Moreover he had no doubt of 
keeping her ; his primitiveness appears again ; with the first 
kiss he seemed to pass from slave to master. Mar/girls would 
have taught him better. Janie was not one. She seemed 
rather to acquiesce, being, it must be presumed, also of a 
somewhat primitive cast of mind. It was terribly clear to Iver 
that the pair would stand to one another and settle down in 
inglorious contentment together for their lives. Yes. it was 
worse than Duplay ; something might have been made of him. 
As for Harry—Iver used to end by thinking how sensible a 
man old Mr. Neeld was ; for Mr. Neeld had determined to hold 
his tongue.

There was another vexation, of a different kind indeed, but 
also a check in his success. Blinkhampton was not going quite 
right. Blinkhampton was a predestined sea-side resort on the


