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U. 8. MASONIC BENEFIT ASSOCIATION.

The following letter will interest a num«
ber of brethren who are insured in the
U. 8. Mazonic B. Association of Council
Bluffs :—

Couxorn Brurrs, Towa, 02t 12, 1889,

GENTLEMEN,—It seems that an enquiry
coming to us from a brother in Toronto,
Canada, in regard to the payment of certi-
ficates held by us as heirs of the late W.D.
Stillman, M.D., and that some misappre-
hension, or not intended aspersion, has
been east on your association 1 the minds
of the fraternity in Canada, would beg o
correct the same ns simply due to you.

The dalay in the payment of the certifi-
cates was with tm consent of Mrs, Dr,
Stillman, obtained after an ex%llnnion by
Secretary Jameson that a Mrs. Brewster, of
Fredonia, Kansas, a beneficiary of your as-
sociation, was depending on the fraternity
for support 3 that her claim had not been
assessed for and her present embarrassment
could only be relieved by the payment to
her of money assessed for some one else.
The fact of our residence in the city made it
an easy matter to explain matters to us,
and it was arranged within a manner en-
tire'y satisfactory to us toat Secretary
Jameson should pay to Mr. Brewster the
money oblained on the asressment to pay
our certificates, and it was agreeable to us
asan act of justice and Masonic charity,

The money due on our certificates was
g:id to us at the time agreed upon with

cretary Jameson, and all business matters
with your association have been arranged to
our entire satisfaction, and your association
has mantained a repatation creditable to
%“he traternity and ulionour to it.

The undersigned, Geo, H. Stillman, hav-
ing recently joined the Masonic Order has
takex insurance in Division A and B in your
association, and desires toexpress his plea~
sure at the satisfactory manner in which the

iation d 1te businese, and his
confidence 'n the association and its officiale,
Very tzuly,  SALLIS N. STILLMAN,
GEO. H. STILLMAN.

We have much pleasure in drawing at~
tention to the advertisement of the U.S.
Masonic Benevolent Association, of Council
B'uffs, Towa, Thisis a purely co-operative
benevolent associarion, exclusively for mem-
bers of the Oratt. The association has not
only eome to Canada to do business but to
stay, and they have opened offices at No,
14 Yooge Street Arcade, with Bro. J. A
McMut try,agent for Canada. Bro. McMurtry
will be pleased to give enquiring brothers
the fullest information and particulars on
calling or addressing him a$ his office.

WHY HALT BY THE WAY?

DeaR Bro. Evrror,—I would much like
to see your idea of a Past Masters’ Asso-
ciation carried out, If two or more F, M.’s
trom ouz city lodges would meet and take
the initiatory steps something might be
done, I believe if such an orgamzation had
peen in existence ten years ago we would
now benumericallystrongorand our lodgema~
terial would be better, Besides, Montreal
would not now be leading us in the im-
portant matter of having a temple built by,
and belonging to, the Craft. We may blow
as much as we please 1n Toronto, but sift
it down fine ans we are not what we are
cracked up to be. REHOBOAM,

AS THEY ALL SAY.
To the Editor of The Freemason.
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER, —All my sympa~
thiés were with your expressed sentiments
on “ One cause for Apathy” in the Free-
mason for October, Iam ove of those who
have been grieved and shocked at the use
made of a once respectably conducted
Masonic journal, It seems now to be, as
you say, but a channel for abusive tirade
against Grand Lodge and Geand Lodge
officers. No more of it for me, Pleass add
tne eight names herewith to your subserip-

tion list, G.EW

A DISTINCTION WITH A DIFFERENGE.

SIR AND BrOTHER,—Suppose a brotier is
proposed for honorary raembership and notice
of same is put on circulas in ordinary way ;
and suppose whea it comes round to meet-
ing nignt that the proposer is reminded
that if his motion is put as it is on the
circular his friend wili, if el-cted, possess
the doubtfal honour of being a member
without the ccmplete advantages of mem«
bership. When the time comes for him
to present his motion, he adds to it the
woids that makes all the difference, and
that gives to his friend the privileges of a
aying member in good sianding. Now,
ro. Cowan, was the W, M. ngat in per-
mitting that notion to be voted on when
it was 8o wnaterially altered from what ap-
peared on the crrcular ?

Yours fraternally,
0. MEGA.

ALLECED MASONIC JOURNALS.
¢ Prrston, 21st Oct., 1889,
DeAr Sig AND BroTHER,—Your editorial
in last Freemason, entitied ** Ove Cause for
Apathy,” I read with much interest, and
fully endorse every sentence of the same.
How can it be expec ed that readers of &
Masonic periodical, especially young mems
bers of the Craft, can be induced to pa-
tronize such papers which are full of pe
sonal animus, speaking with contempt of
almost everything that pertans to the
working of Grand Lodge, anc. the doings ot
ita officers, ridiculing reports submitted to
Grand Lodge by some of the most zealous
members of Grand Lodge, and expressing
the bope that some powerful revolutionist
may scon rise and uproot the whole Grand
Lodge system. How is it possible that
such reading can produce any benefit to
the Craft or instil in the minds of young
Masons any lofiy idea of our noble Order ?
They vead mothing but fault-fiuding and
ridicule, but not a single article containing
a suggestion snd a plan for improvement
where defect is alleged to exist. The ar-
ticle above referred to has induced me to
send you herewith a paper which I pre-
pared and read atv our lodge here, on an
occasion when there is no ** work” and
nothing before us for discussion. It is not
striotly speaking a Masonic subject in the
parrow sense of the term, but it certainly
cannot be classed among the probibited
subjects for debate or covsideration in a
Masonic Lodge. The artic'e treats on * The
Beuvefit ' Associations,” Shouli you, how-
ever, decline to publish it, I assure you that
you will not offend me.
Believe me to be, yours fraternally,
OTTO KLOT

[The snteresting paper referred to will be
found iu auother page,~ED.]

WORE OUT HIS PATIENCE.

DEAR BROTHER CowAN,—When ycu re
mark that brethren grow weary of the
eternal duining of the impecunions Masoni¢
publisher you are not very far wide of the
mark. I had taken for yearsa monthiy
pamphlet, bus it did not keep upto its
standard, and I quietly dropped it. I gave
no reasor: for my course, I did not feel that
1 was called upon to do so, I believe that
my silence was hint'emough to be taken. It
was no use, however, Urgent appeals were
fired at me in drop sho's and volrevl. There
was no letting up. I might have yielded
had they not sent the paper too. A glance
at its venom tainted colummn= steeled me to
determinatior, and althougb I eannot drive
from my hearing the doleful demand *‘a
do'lar o* your life,” yet I am valiant in the
resolve to give no encouragemeni to a
Masonic publication that in its conduct is
but a poor examp'e for the young Masons
who hope to see 1n it an illustration of the
fundamental principles of the Craft heis
learning to love, BELLEVILLE.

SLIPSHOD MASONRY IN CAPE BRETON,

Eprror Freemason,—Perhaps it may be
considered presumptuous in a young Mason
1o censure older brothers, not only this but
censure a whole lodge; therefore I cannot do.

This however, I will say, I will give vou
some facis regarding a Cape Brewon Lodge
that I have been visiting, and allow you,
Bro. Editor, to do the scolding, and as The
Freemason is taken by many of the membcrs
a little talking to may be of benefit to this
degeneratellodge.

This Lodge then is presided over by a
Bro. wno never took the P. M. degree.
This W. M. man pretends to confer a de-
gree and the bro. who generally officia es,
openly and unblushingly avails himseif of
unlawful sources of prompting, In a case
of rejection the ballot has been retaken. A
man known 10 be a law breaker has been
received and initiated while druok, and
laughing throughout the ceremony. This
ecommunication 18 not called forth by any ill
feeling; on the contrary the writer sincerely
w!ahea the lodge well and only does this
with a hope of working a reform.,

RAIRD.

VAULTING AMBITION.

Sir AND BroTHER,—Ther is a peculiar
brand of eandidate for office of honour who
believes that it will create a diversion in
his favour, if in the year prior to the elee:
tion he makes it a poiut to ‘‘ take in” as
many lodges as possible, visiting them with
a pleasant smile and winning way, poring
prominenty as scutineer in the lodge room
or speech-maker at refresbments, not too
cstentatious, you know, but *‘ getting
there” every time. H< reminds one cf the
desert bird which, when pursued, conceals
its head in the sand and fancies it is
wholly invisible. A Past Master of one
or two years standivg who conceives the
idea that he is ready-made for the distriet,
and that the district is ready-made for
him, possesses more nerve than falls to the
lot of the average man. The ludicrous
feature of it is' that the veneer is so thin
that all can see throughit, Why doesn't
the Freemason go for them? |

PYTHAGORAS.




