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OO \ I RNMENT TIRE BRIGADES IN NEW 
ZEALAND.

of the contributions levied elsewhere) 
to considerably over 5 ,,,-r cent, on pm nuns, 
which is .1 serious tax on a business already unduly 
harassed by State competition conducted on unfa r 
methods. It has, of course, been repeatedly shown 
that the arguments in favour ot making 
companies contribute towards the 
brigades

to amount
New /• .danders seem to have a predilection for 

entrust . the Government with duties and func
tion' » ! h elsewhere are left to private or municipal
oiterpri'C.

1 lie ‘ 't manifestation of this tendency is a 
Bill for establishing fire brigades throughout the 
Colons nder the auspices and to some extent under 
the ronln | of the Government.

insurance
supjMirt ot lire 

are altogether unsound, l ire brigades 
protistion of the pro|ierty of rate- 

pavers, and whatever benefit they may be ti 
anee co

exist for the

Tin 1 < Tony is to have each provincial district 
constituted a fire district, in which a Fire Board 
of sco 11 members will lie established, 
nirmlier is to be apjiointed by the Governor 
that i' h> the Government, three by the m- 

mmpanies, and three by the local 
authorities within the district. Of the latter

> msur-
mp.inies is allowed for uhen fixing rates 

I hough it may lie too late in the day to get rid 
altogether of this obnoxious tax, we hone, says our 
A islralian contemporary, to see the insurance com- 
panics’ proportion reduced to not more than one-
third of the total cost

( )rc

surart
hven that proportion, <«r 

mtl'1 d, any pro|)ortion of the cost of maintaining 
tir* brigades, is a most unjust tax on fire

one is
to hr el eted by the metropolitan authority of the 
district .md two by the other local authorities 

Th annual estimates of expenditure are to 1m* 
subject to the approval of the minister. One-half 
of th .1 mount is to be provided by the 
coupâmes, in proportion to their premium mrom 
and tii other half to he a charge on the district 
autli Title**

insurance
vo i pane s, nit re especially where, as in New Zea
land. th • companies arc subject to most injurious 
competition by the Government system of in iranee.lnsur.uice

FIRE PREMIUMS RECEIVED IN NEW YORK 
CITY IN FIRST HALF OF 1905 AND 1904.The portion payabl • by each h eal 

authority is to Ik- fixed by the district board, which 
perti«>n may lie taken from the general 
raised by a special rate. Government buildings ar* 
niade liable to the s|>ecial rate on the basis of 
aunu.il valuation of 6 |w*r cent, on the capital vah e, 
which xull lie the entire contribution of th* Gou-m

Ry the transposition of a short table in our hist 
issue the fire premiums receives! in the Orst half of 
l<> and i(j(>4 in th • City of New York, by .i nttm- 
b r of British and Canadian companies were given 
incorrectly, being thtee for only one section of that 
city.

revenue or

,ii

ment t* wards the support of fire brigades.
Th visting brigades are to h tak -n ov r by

purchase.
This remarkable Rill is said by t!.e “Australasian 

R iord ‘ to Ik? nee ssitated by the neglect of many 
municipal corporations to maintain fire hrigad 
Evcr> community, however small, will have to 
tribut to the cost ot tire brigades although noth 
mK niay be done to provide the n with fire prot v 
t*on of this nature The lioard might exempt such 
small places from contributing to th * district fund 
but tli- r sidents would still retain their electoral 
rights I his wtmld be a curious reverse of the com
plaint, “taxation without représentâti n is tyranny," 
for th- |»eople in vill.iges would enjoy a franchise 
with, tit paying taxes.

S* b«r as the municipalities are concerned, they 
have a fund provided by the sale of their 

br hr g.idc equipments which would be a set-off 
to s« i extent to their expenditure under this 
arrangement.

The following is compiled from th complete list 
tor the entire City of New Y<rk, which was pub
lished by the New York “Commercial Bull tin

l*i ti ni’tlm. 1*11» m*tl»*. 
1905. IU04.

.. $4119,6411
... 27u,hsi;
.. . 259,849 
... 159.711

................ 150,96 4
................  139,806
................  126 620
................  117,607
........ .. 108,525
................. 102.067
................ 97,265
................ 91,678

................. 79,060
................ 61,191
................ 69,4:46
............  54,320
............  32,267
............  27,121

Hi iiiili Uvmpai.ieF.

$.75,041 
298 |3l 
319,535 
142,81!
I 2< 352 
167.HÎO 
146.117 
102,244 
116,135 
125,994 
97,049 
86,596 
"1 584 

197,213 
«0,155 
55,036 
22,362 
30,368

l.iverpnol A l.rmlon A (Hot**...............
N'.rili ltriv*h mi»*fl Mercantile .............
Iteyal........................................
Siiii...................................... ,,
PlhNnix .............. . ,
Cuininercial Union ..............
1. ntlon A I.imva-hire............
Scot I inti Union mil Nniioml 
l.«•ml-iii A ten ranee........ .
Northern................................
t ale-Ionian........... ...................
Un on...................................... .
Norwich Union ....................
Koval Excli nge.
Allan.....................
Haatine................
Alliance................
1 aw Union A 1 >•

eon

*2,795,895$2,438,002Hr it i« h coiiipanie-
Uanoihaii Unn-|«nien,

109,270
61,911

106.400 
... 70,703

... $177,103

8.18,294

. $ 1,453,399
... 4,106,571 

... 3,639,686

We-iein..........
Itntifh America

Hi tire insurance companies are hit sev rely by 
this Rill, as they will have to provide one-half the 
anm.M required for annual cx fiend it tires on fire 
brigade

$171,184

892,283
Cana-lian Companien.,.,

Other foreign companies

Total foreign compauieN...
b cal oompamt" ................
Agency Ouinpenien..............

Total tire premium*, 1*1 half of 1905 .$11,199,6.,6 $11,318,955

This is a larger amount than they have 
e'er h n called ujxm to pay in any part of the 
world

*3,859,362
3,904,938
3,554,655

Th unfiost seems likely judging by experience
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