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GO\ FRNMENT FIRE BRIGADES IN NEW

ZEALAND,
New /calanders seem to have a predilection for
entrusti o the Government with duties and func
tions w11 elsewhere are left to private or municipal

enterpri

The 'itost manifestation of this tendency is a
Bill for establishing fire brigades throughout the
Colony under the auspices and to some extent under
the control of the Government.

The Colony s to have each provincial district
constituted a fire district, in which a Fire Board
of seven members will be established. One
member 15 to  be appointed by the Governor
that = by the Government, three by the in
surance compantes, and three by the lccal
authoritios within the district.  Of the latter one is
to be elected by the metropolitan authority of the
district and two by the other local authorities

[he annual estimates of expenditure are to be
subject to the approval of the minister.  One-half
of the amount 1s to be provided by the msurance

companies, - proportion to their premium mcome,
and the other half to be a charge on the Cistrict
authontics. The  portion payvable by cach Iocal
authority 1s to be fixed by the district board, which
pertion may be taken from the general revenue o

rased by a special rate.  Government buildings ar» |

made hable to the special rate on the basis of an
annual valuation of 6 per cent. on the capital valie
which will be the entire contribution of th Govern
ment towards the support of fire brigades,

Ihe existing brigades are to be taken ovor by
purcha e

This remarkable Bill is said by the “Australasian
Record” to be nec:ssitated by the neglect of many
municipal corporations to maintain  fire brigad s
Every commumity, however small, will have to con
tnbute to the cost of fire brigades. although noth
g may be done to provide them with fire prot
tion of this nature.  The board might excmpt such
small places from contributing to the district fund
but the residents would still retain their electoral
rights. This would be a curious reverse of the com
plamt, “taxation without repressntati n is tyranny,”
for the peopic in villages would enjoy a franchise
withcnt paying taxes

So far as the municipalitics are concerned, they
“would have a fund provided by the sale of their
fir: brzade equipments which would be a set-off
10 s extent to their expenditure under this

arrangement,

[he fire insurance companies are hit severely by
this Bill, as they will have to provide one-half the
amovnt required for annual expenditurcs on fire

brigace . This is a larger amount than they have
ever Lo called upon to pay in any part of the
world

The impost seems likely (judging by experience

of the contributions levied elsewhere) t

O amount
to considerably over 5 per

. . cent. on preriiums,
which is a serious tax on a business already unduly

harassed by State competition conducted on unfa ¢
methods. 1t has, of course, been repeatedly
that the arguments n favour of m |
companies contribute  towards  the

brigades are altogether unsound.
exist

shown
aking insurance
support of hre
. Fire brigades
for the protection of the property of rate-
pavers, and whatever benefit they may be to msur-
ance companies 1s allowed for when fixing rates
Though it may be too late in the day to get rid
altogether of this obnoxious tax, we honge, savs our
Australian contemporary, to see the insurance com
pames’ proportion reduced to not wore than one-
third of the total cost. Even that proportion, or
indecd, any proportion of the cost of maintaining
firs brigades, is a most unjust tax on fire isurance
corpanies, mere especially where, as in New Zea-
land, the companies are subject to most mjurious
competition by the Government system of in irance.

@
FIRE PREMIUMS RECEIVED IN NEW YORK
CITY IN FIRST HALF OF 1905 AND 1904,

By the transposition of a short table in our last
issue the fire premiums received i the first half of
1995 and 1604 in the City of New York, by a num-
ber of British and Canadian companies were given
incorrectly, being those for only one section of that
city

The following is compiled from the complote hist
for the entire City of New York, which was pub-
lished by the New York “Commercial Bulletin”

Ist 6 m'ths, 1=t 6 m'the,
1905, 1904,

British Companies,

Liverpool & Lendon & Globe...v.ouovs
North Brivsh and Mercantile .
Royal.oossuans
BoNioescoens
Photnix ..ov vevvnns
Commercial Union ...
London & Lancashire..........
Scottish Union and National .
Loudon Assurance.. .....
NOMBOTS s yss0q corosssonns o
Caledonian. .
UBOWsosssrvoss
Norwieh Union
Roval Exch nge..
T
PINe, s . airsns o
VNP . ai v+ sose .00
Law Union & Crown ceevveseee

$2,795 595

British companies,oosioee covene oo $2,005,002

Canadian Conpanies,

Western eovas ovnei e connnnsnnns soee 106,400 llf‘.','.-'70
British America.ooe voviis sossserones 70,703 ':l',“l._‘
Canadian Companies.ooo.vee wovne . $177,100 _Ql'.l.l"l
Other foreign companies cuv.ooueens HiR204 "‘"2.".""1‘1

$:4,809,462
904,935
3,004,655

Total foreign companies. ... oovevuns
L cal companiens oooesiaieon 4,106,571
AGENCY CUMPANIER . vs vovere cans enees HEID,6HG

Total fire premiams, Lst halfof 1905 ($11,199,606 11,315,955
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