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They know not the voice of strangers,
v. 5. A man in India was arrested for
sheep-stealing. When he was on trial,
his accuser, who declared himeelf to be
the owner of the sheep, was present in
thy court room. Each of the two claim-
e the sheep, and each had witnesses to
support his claim, so that it was diffi-
culi for the judge to decide to which the
sheep belonged. Knowing, however, the
waye of ghepherds and the habits of the
sheep, he adopted the following means
of getting at the facts. He had the
sheep brought into the court room, Then
he eent the accuser out of the room,
while he told the prisoner to call the
gheep and see if it would come to
bim. But the frightened animal, not
krowing the voice of strangers, would
uot go to him. In the meantime the
cther man had grown impatient and,
probably knowing the nature of the test
that was being made, gave a kind of
“cluck,” at which the sheep bounded to
the door of the room where he was,
bleating in delight. The sheep was given
to him, and the other man was punished
for false accusation.

T am the door of the sheep, v. 7. The
story is told of a widowed mother, whose
deughter, an only child, left her home,
and went into an evil life. The mother
cculd only pray for her lost child, and
this she did constantly. Aftersa time,
one dark night, at midnight, the girl
ceme home. Creeping to the cottage in
th . storm, she found the door unlocked,
&nd entered. At once she was lovingly
velcomed by the overjoyed mniother.
When she heard again and again that
she was forgiven, she asked how it came
that the door had been left unlocked:
“You were always careful to have it
fastened, mother.” The mother said,
“Never, my child, since you left me,
hae that door been fastened day or night.
1 prayed God to eend you back to me,
and T left the door unlocked, that, when
yor: came, you might find entrance at
ouce.” Christ is the door to God's love.
No one ever comes to it to find it shut.
The door is always opén, when we would
ccme to God by Christ.

By me if any man enter in, he shall
be saved, v. 9. There is a thrilling story
of some Ruseians who were crossing 1o
wide plains of their country one wintry
day. The hungry wolves were hunting,
and had scented the horses of the travel
lers. Before long the race for life had
begun, Leaving the beaten track, the
men turned aside to a house they saw,
and had only time to cast off the t.ck-
ling of the horses and get them, with
tnemeelves, inside the house, when the
pack overtook them. They tore at the
door, leaped against the sides of the
house, howling as only hungry wolves
can. But the men were safe.

Life more abundantly, v, 10, Dr, Alex-
ander Maclaren tells how, when he was
in Australia, he saw wretched cattle try-
ing to find grass on a yellow pasture,
where there was nothing but here and
there a brown stalk that crumbled 1o
dust in their mouths as they tried to eat
it. But six weeks later after the rains
had come, he saw the same pasture cov-
ered with high, rich, juicy, satisfying
graes. The cattle were now sleek wnd
strong and full of life, Like that abund-
ant , is the provisi which

*8.8. Lesson, April 5, 1908. John 10:1-11.
Commit to memory v, 9, Btudy John
10:118, Golden Text—The good ehep-
herd giveth his life for the sheep.—
John 10:11

Jesus offers to us, It will put new energy
and vigor into every fibre of the soml,
sending us out to win glourious victories
over all that would hinder us from doing
Hie will,

Giveth his life for the sheep, v, 11. Jr.
John G. Paton, the famous missionary
of the New Hebrides, writes of one of tha
native preachers of Tanna that, at a time
of great danger on that island, when this
preachers life was in danger, Paton
tried to pereuade him to remain on th:
neighboring island of Aneiteum till
quieter days. But he could not persuade
the man, who said, “Misey (Missionary),
when I see them thirsting for my blood,
I just see myself, when the miseionary
first came to my islande, I wanted “o
murder him, as they now want to mur
der me. Had he stayed away for such
danger, T should have remained a hea-
then; but he came, and kept coming to
teach us, till by the grace of God 1 vas
changed to what*I am. Now the same Jod
that changed me can change these poor
Tannese to love and serve Him. I can-
not stay away from Tanna.”

PRAYER.

0, great Keeper of the destinies of
man, be near us upon this Sabbath
Day. There are times when all seems
dark, whepn life seems so much a part
of death that our souls cower in the
gloom of hopelessness and_refuse to be
comforted, At such seasons, we pray
Thee, send us the blessed hope, and
assurance which tells us that man's end
is not death, but life, not defeat, but
vietory and life everlasting. And thie
we ask in His name who died that we
might have this sure knowledge and
comfort, Amen. .

AN EASY WAY.

Wouldst thou be wretched?
'Tis an easy way:
Thing of but self, and self alone, all day;
Think of thy pain, thy grief, thy loss, thy
care,
All that thou hast to do, or feel, or bear;
Think :11 thy good, thy pleasure and thy

gain,
Think only of thyeelf, "twill not be vain.

Wouldst thou be happyt
Take an easy way:
Think of those round thee—live for them

each day;
Think of their pain, their loss, their
grief, their care;
All that they have to do, or feel, or bear;
Think of their pleasure, of their good,

their gain;
Think of those round thee—'twill not be
in vain, —Belected.

THE MEANING OF A TOUCH.

One of the moet reliable methods of
identifying a man is to take an Imprint
of his thumb and finger. Amongall the
unnumbered millions of people on earth
there is no other touch just like his, and
no other man can make an exact repro-
duction of the impress be left. His hand
gives him away. What he touches carries
with it hie record and by that record
he is forever known and judged. The
touch ie slight; it requires but a mom-
ent; it does mot oall the higher powers
of mind and heart into exercise. Two im-
portant considerations suggest them-
selves: A man is forevermore imparting
himeelf in what he does; personal ac-
countability survives all attempts at eva-
sion or escape. (God knows us apart.—
Central Baptist.

LIGHT FROM THE EAST.
By Rev, James Ross, D.D., London.

Robber—From the days of Ishmael, the
Bedouiy hag been a robber by trade, and
his calling, so far from being disgraceful,
has been thought most honorable. The
weak character of the government of
Pulestine has served to encourage the
lawless, and to render property very in-
secure. The roughness of the country
als' furnished these with the means of
hicing and defence. They took refuge in
caves in the face of steep cliffs, and
could be dislodged only by the Romans
lowering, by chains, great wooden boxes
bonnd with iron and full of heavily arm
ed soldiere, who pulled the robbers out
of the caves with hooks on the end of
long poles and dispatched them or hurl-
ed them over the precipices. In the
larger caves, they smothered them by
fire. of brushwood at the cave's mouth.
All through the Middle Ages and down
to very recent times, Palestine was ex-
ceedingly unsafe for solitary travellers,
and even yet every party that visits the
Jordan takes an armed Bedouin escort
along. And on the east of the Jordan
the Arab lurks like a wolf among the
hills, jumps out and in a moment strips
a traveller of everything valuable, and
disappears as quickly as he came, whi-
ther it would be foliy to try to follow
him, The prevalence of robbers caused
the villages to be built in stro: 7 positions
or. the hills,

READY FOR THE BLESSING.

Disappointment for which we are not
responsible always brings. with it o
blessing. But gratitude for such disap-
pointment does not count for much un-
less it is exercised while the blessing
is yet unseen. Tt is easy to be thank-
ful for disappointment after the bless-
ing has appeared. Head winds and
heavy seas had delayed a party of plea-
sure-seekers on a onisting-steamer until
they knew that they must lose a longed-
for drive on shore. There were many
complaints, But the last day of :he
voyage wag on an unruffled, sunlit sea,
and along a beautiful southern river,
Then smiles replaced gloom, “Think
what we would have lost if we had fin-
ished the voyage at night, according to
our plan. Blessings on those head-
winds!"” was the exclamation of one pas-
senger, “I knew it would be all right!”
was the response of a friend who had not
ceased to smile even when the seas were
heaviest. That is the faith that gets out
of life the joy that God has intended ull
should have. Its possessors are wel-
come wherever they go, because they act
on the belief that disappointments are
only God’s appointments,

“And head-winds right for royal sails.”

—Sunday School Times.

When you judge of the lawfulnees or
unlawfulness of pleasure, of the inno-
cence or malignity of actions? Take
this rule: Whatever weakens your rea-
son, impairs the tendemess of your con-
science, obscures your sense of God,
or takes off the relish of spiritual things
~—in short, whatever increases the
strength and authority of your body over
your mind, that thing is sin to you,
however innocent it may be in itself.—
Susanna Wesley.

When you have done that which grat-
ifies you, elip away and be quiet. n
g:u have eaid that which is pleasing to

th hearer and speaker, forget it.

*When you have made sacrifices for
others—well, that’s no more than is
expected of you, for we are here to help
one another and pass this way but once.




