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Victoria—1 think,
that, we

MOGREGOR, of
put through so brietly a like to hear
up what sort ot taxation they
Propose put on i place of that two per cent. tax. Merely
to throw it out of would e cltory to some of
the 1 owners, but 1 think the majority of them
pared to pay a tax of some sort, and | think if they don’t pro

trom the members of country

existence satist

e ire pre

POSe put any amendment specifying the reason of the abo
1ton cy should give their reaso n SHIT vhat they
propose to give m place ot it
Mk, Gawr, of Rossland-=We all feel trom the Upper Coun
try tha us 1s one of the very n important motions that
wi ¢ betore this Conventy We realize that every mar
ere  presen 1 lus Convention 1 mxa nd willing to
e 1 val of v RIIeVANCe hich are real griey
nee « ming mdustry, whether happens to be a dele
RitC ! lipping any ore " not payn I
tw « 1 et « erchant ! re n
c ctly the e 1 \ ry r
elerre erce n the prosper rki i
’ ! unt i
} Pl Iy « w-grade I the
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f ! pped 1 every ( y ded
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« e it \ \
myustice « uch a tax a
ot ne AR L W ¢
say o 2 § aug 1 18
Te « caler « m
he Governme Somebody might say t this tax 1
« n some cases, but it cannot be considered a just or
eq tax, a 15 not only inequitable but very unjust
e e as vou go dowr the gher grade f ore to the
wer 1 would st reach a point (and one which em
cert « ority of our es, or the greater bulk of them)
ere eave very narrow margin between profit and loss
N mine aner that develops that kind of mine i
domg the st possible good for this country, d I may say
grade development work he can only so if he has
Irge es of ore to work, and in working these he neces
s y ¢ v reat many men, so practicall he larger
e bod f ¢ 1s the greater number of men he employs
consequence of the employment of these
re od to the Province at large. His em
he build y a little commun
« Every e of the me e employs pays
xes. In Rossland 1 do not think it is
exaggeration say that e whole taxation of that town
paid by every individual in it 18 really paid by the miners
nd those wi n the mines he whole community depends
entirely up the mines in that distriet, and if the three or
more mines now working were closed down for good, of
course Rossland would be wiped out absolutely in a few weeks
nd of course the Government would lose all that taxation
that they are now receiving from the people in that com
munity. [ am 1 n expert on this question—that is, I am
not a miner myseif, but I have had occasion to make a great
many enquiries, and have heard a great many expert opin
1ons expressed on the subject. The result of this taxation
for one year on a single ne in Rossland—I think it was the
Centre amounted to 12 per cent. of their net profit
hY v 1 v see } ery high amount of
taxation for any mine to ¢ y or for any business to pay, and
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ses does amount to 15,
profits of the mine alone
entleman here who will say
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that the 2 per cent tax on the mmes which are indirectly pay
ing the taxes of all the community they are m, 15 a fair tax,
2 tax which compels  them  to pay per cent. of all
the net profits they make from the mine.  In regard to the way
miming ha cen operated m the past, I need not go into that,
because yon thoroughly understand that 1t s 1 an ex
ceedingly dangerous and wretched condition, the result of
mwise legislation, The law i regard to the silver and lead
minmg industry has caused cat distre ind the silver and
lead mine wner ire appealing to the Ottawa Government
for rehel from the  burder nder ch they are now stag
gering, and in face of that 1t 15 pointed out hy the provineial
mineralog \ red 1o show only the good side
f our untry, that output of the mines mm British Co
lnmbia | cen o nereasi teadily, and last year there was

very large and hstantia merease i the outpnt hut
nether the manera LIS, nor my nu nher othe Government
wh mterested o oputting on this tax, ever tries to show
the other side of the question, 1 ely re the profits

Mr, C. Foley, of Vancouver, a member of the Executive
Committee, representing Labour,

these immense outputs
of you know, not

trom the mines which are producing

And when I tell you nany

of these mines producing this enormous output has been

ble to pay dividend during all the time which they have
wen operated, you will readily understand how much atten
n an investor would pay to the fact that they are making

1 tremendous output. The only way that these mines can be
n is to operate them on tremendous scale I'he amount

i ore shipped last year depended on two or three mines, but

none of them are paying a dividend: and they are in a very
msatisfactory condition, and there is no inducement offered
it any more money in the company.

| therefore think we nght to have a very strong
support  fron this  Conventior ir isking  the Gov-
ernEent to  repeal thi unjust tax Now it  has
heen stated that those who desire the repeal of the tax
ould offer some substitute to the Government to take its
place. In the first place, several substitutes have from time to

r
time been offered, and they have all bheen rejected, but is it
after all any part of our duty to direct the Government? It




