
OUR NEED OF A CATHOLEO GHUBCH

aad who is yet the eternal Word thnmgh whtoh all things

were made, the indweBiDg priiK^ile d all existenoe.

Transcendence and immanence are here perfectly com-
bined. But because the former is the distinctively

vdigioaf element, wfthont which the latter would hain
been in danger of relapsing into naturalism, the ddiboste
emphasis was all laid on transcendence. We can see, as

we look back, that when once the Incarnation has actually

taken place upon the plane of history, it makes no jot

ot difierenoe in logic, |»OTided canlj that the Life d ihe
Incarnate is taken as the starting-point and centre ot

thought, whether terms of transcendence or of immanence
are used. The life of Christ is at once the irruption of

the Difim into the woild—(for the jHreTions h^toiy of

the world certainly does not explain it)—and is also the
manifestation of the indwelling power which had all along
sustained the world. In other words, the Grod who
redeems is the same as the God who creates and sustains.

But il is still true that the note of truMoraidraoe, ci

something given to man by Gk>d as distinct from some-
thing emerging out of man in his search of God, is the
specifically religious note.

And the Ghnroh, as the divine creation and instznm^t,
shares and must express this character. It^-^ip^ bei^,
constituted as to keep alive this faith. Th^fiii the mean-
ing of hierarchies and sacraments. Whe^U^r any given

'

order is the most adequate that can bejfl&^igned, is of

coarse a perfectly legitimate questfon. sUt ^very order
that aspires to be catholic aims, at least, ^^expressing
the truth that religion is a gift of God, and nofr^''diicovery

of man. And certainly it is only the gift of God that
eui be truly cathoHo or universal. Man's discoveries Me
indefinitely various * the European finds one thing, the
Arab another, the i'^indu yet another, and none finds

satisfaction in the other's discovery, though in all of

thbm Grod is operative. Only in His own gift of Himself
k it reas<niable to expect that all men will find what they
need

;
only in a Church which is the vehicle of this gift,

and is known to be this, and not a mutual benefit society
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