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naniiii's work comee here, 1891), and finding quantitative relationB
where tlie latter had seen none. Noyes used this method number three
in liis own work, aJid discovered the firet reactions of the third oitler
studied .since the i'inie ef TTood.

'J'he next incident is tlie appearance of the second edition of Ostwald's
Lelirhiicii, or raUier of the second edition of vol. 2, part 2, Heft 2, with
llio cliapler on kinetics. In thi^ after leviewiug the nietiiods of wo'rking
in common use. viz.: nieth(.ds three and four of our classification,
Ostwald 8ugg(>sts wofkinj,' with all the chemicals but one in e.xct^. and
deterniining tlie eiTeei of tluii one on the rate- If.ircourt's method, so
far. Ilareourfs name is not, nientiom'd at all in this connection, bow-
ever, and reading a little furih,T shows that if is not Ilareourfs method
Hher all: hec^uise when it e-mics to determining th<' eireet of the con-
centration of n ,.n the rate, instead of preparing the exp<>riments with a
different ex«^s of B, it is proposed to make b small in turn, and so with
alJ, one after the other. The method use.l in Harcourt's paiKT seems to
have been quite forgotten.

When planning work for the laboratory for the winter of 1902 I
read this new nu.fhod of Ostwald's with the greatest interest, and fully
apppoc-iated the advantages set out so clearly by the author.

On thinking over the case in which I was speciallv interested, how-
ever (th(« rea. ti(,n between chloric and hydriodie acid- in presence of free
iodine) 1 found liiat the etfecf of t!u iodine ronceninn -n enuj.l not be
nseert^iined by this new method ; t.) ;iscertf.in it. it wou^ l>e necessary to
make up a solution, in which the concentration of the odide was m\uh
lower than that of the othere, im-luding tluit of the iodine. Now, it is
impossible to prepare a solution containing much iodine and little iodide,
Uie iodine won't dissolve. .And on further thought, I saw that my object
eotild be attained by comparing the nitis in two solutions, in botli of
Avhich the iodide was in e.xce-'s, but ditferent excesses. The meiliod of
Harcourt again, at last.

I didn't know it was Ifanwirt's at- llist; in fart, it was onU- in the
winter, when the work wa^ well advanced, that m < onne,tio„ with some
work thai Mr. ]{(;! ' was doing, I had o.casion to rea.j ilarc,,uii's paper,
and found what I bad begun to regard as my nietliod clearly dcecrihiHl!

This tool once in our hands, it is not surprising tliat we should be
able U) solve problems thjit had prove,! t,>o much for some of the J)e^t

known chemists working i -iiler less favourabie circumstances.
The rates of oxidation of hydriodie acid, for iintance, by the uy-

'Joiir. riiA*. fli.Mii . T. Ill (IIKKJ).


