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Order Hymeioptera.

been diviiii'ii into m:my families and subfamilies. Mr. W. H.

Ashmcad ol the United States National Museum, whose great

work o!i tins order has placed him at the head of all livinj;

authorities on the Hy.nenoptera. has recently jiiven us as the

result of his prolonged studies an arran<;ement of this enormous

coniple.\ of forms into ten super-families, .ind tor the sake of sim-

plicity our consideration of the order will lollow his cla.ssillcation

at the risk of .some sli-^ht temporary confusion in the minds of

those familiar with other general works on insects. The corre-

spondence between physical structure and habits and mode of

lite, however, is so marked in the Hymenoptera, that these

structural super-families are really habit super-families as well.

Economically considered the Hymenoptera as a whole is a

beneficial group in its relation to man. Aside from the iioney

industry dependent upon the honey bee, thousands of the

parasitic forms destroy noxious insects, very many forms are of

the utmost importance as cross fertilizers of trees and plants,

and certain galls have a distinct value in commerce.

In the dilTerent aspects of the study of this great group

there is room for a small armv of workers.

TABLE OF SUBORDERS AND SUPER-FAMILIES.

Su!m<Ur HETEROPHAGA. Ashmfad. Abdomen much nar-

rowed at its attachment to the thorax. Larvae legless.

Suborder PHYTOPHAGA, Latreille. Abdomen broad at its

.ittachment to the thorax. Larvae with legs.
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Heterophaga.

Underside of last segment of the abdomen not divided

iongitudinally; the sting or ovipositor, when present,

;ilwavs issuing from the tip of the .ibdomen i

Underside of last segment of X^v abdomen divided: ovipos-

itor issuing some distance before the tip of abdomen

;

trochanters always two-jointed S

-Pronotum not extending back to the tegulx 2

Pronotum extending back to t(>gul«, or the latter are absent
. }


