
THE LAST OP THE MOHICANS IS

fat.Tw-IH*?'"*'^
Of her mlUtaiy leaders abroad, and the

K?IJ^ \°' TI^ ^ *»*'• *=°""''"» at »»on»e. had lowered

«h.oh »*;'?? ^"*' ®"'"^ fro™ the proud elevaUon onwWch It had been placed by the talents and enterprfae o"

h« I« f T^°" ""** statesmen. Nr longer dreaded by
n?pnc*^J''',^'* "'^r" ""*" '"' '°»^"8 the salutary con-

coSt, t^"'
K^*^'- ^" '"» mortifying abasemeS. the

fo h?f?' "'°"? ^u°*=*°*
°' ^'^'^ Imbecility, and too humbleto be the agenu of her blunders, were but the natural par-Uclpators. They had recenUy seen a chosen army from th"t

^'r'^T*^.^**'
'«^««»<^in« w a mother, they had^Sndfy

sdec7edfS'^"'"'*'^^
"^^^'^ ^y a chief who had been

selected from a crowd of trained warriors for his rare militaryendowments, disgracefully routed by a handful of Frenchand Indians, and only saved from annihilation by the cool"

r^L Hm "PJu o' a Vh-ginian boy. whose riper fame has

f^JJ.^?"'* **!*" """^^ "^* »*«ady Influence of moral trut"

i«d h.!? f'T'^J'^J'^"' *" Christendom. A wide frontier

,nh,f«„« ^^^ ?^'^ ^^ ^^^ unexpected disaster, and more

Z.^TJ^/''^'
were preceded by a thousand f^ciful andhnaginary dangers. The alarmed colonists believed that the

yells of the savages mingled with every fitful gust of wind

ter^mc'lJwT
^^\^tenninable forests of thrwest S

terrific character of their mercUess enemies tacreased. im-measurably, the n aural horrors of warfare. NumbiilMsrecent massacres were stiU vivid in their recoUections ; norwas there any ear hi the provinces so deaf, as not to havedrunk ta With avidity the narraUve of som'e7eiM tale o1midmBut murder, to which the natives of the foresU werethe principal and barbarous actors. As the cred2us andexcited travellerrelatedthehazardouschancesofthewUder- '

cLTa;?xlni?.1
°' '^' "^'^ ^"^^*'** ^"^ *«"0'' andmXrs

t»w?^K * ^^"^f ^'^^^ ^^ '^°^« *='»"**"» wWch slumberedwithin the security of the largest towns. In short themagnifytog tofluence of fear began to set at nought the '

calculaUons of reason, and render those who shS haverememuered their manhood, the slaves of the basest of

bSirtn fhtwi!*'"
'"o^t/o^dent and the stoutest hearts

'

f.S^. «iS th^ S'TT *"' ^^" ^'"^^"^^ ^as becomtag doubt-

who Z^iht ? ^*$' "^^'^ ""^ ^'^"''y increastog to numbers,who thought they foresaw all the possessions of the English
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